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Correction
"Pifican” read "about eight",
"southeast" read "southwest",
"twelve" read "about four",

"Canadinas™ read "Canadians™
"Becomming" read "becoming”.

"Cattenanuova™ read "Catenanuova®,
"wa3st™ read "east",
"west" read "east".

"Commandera'” read "Commander's”.
"Biancaville"” read "Bilancavilla”.

Same. (So also in Montgomery messago De

For

For

111, para 235.)
"east"™ read "west".

"3iecily" read "Italy".

There are 3lse a number of slips in abbreviations in the
references; @.g« "HiQ., G.8+" instead of the reverse; in some
places the form "H.Q." or "Main H.Q." 1s left out; ete,

'
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- Cenadian Operations in Sicily, July =~ August 1943

Part II: -The Execution of the Operation by 1 Cdn Inf Div.
Section 2 : The Pursuit of the Germans from VIZZINI to ADERNQ

Earlier revorts have dealt with the planning of :
the Sieilian campaign and with the beginning of the actual F
operations, The first stage of the fighting, up to the with=-
drawal of the 1st Canadian Infantry Division into Corps Rescrve
during 13 and 14 Jul, was described in Report No, 127, entitled
"The Assault and Ini%ial Pepetration Inland", while the separate
operations of the 1st Canadian Army Tank Brigade wers detailed
in Report No, 132, The present Report will continue the
Division's story throughout the rest of the campaign, and,
since the Canadians did not operate in a vacuum, it will

also briefly sketch the general progress of operations
throughout the Army Group,

24 Before going any further, however, it is well to
recall certain things to mind. In telling %he story of so
large a group of men as 'a division, much of the detail has to
be taken for granted. 'This report seeks to give the broad
plcture of the operations withih a reasonable compass. It

goes down to battalion Jlevel, and in some cases to company
level, but in all the actions described it should be remembered
that 1t was what the individual man in each unit and sub-unit
did that brought about the result recorded, The narrative

may simply record that in the face of stiff opposition a
certaln feature was taken by the execution of some varticular
tactical movement, Such a sentence sums up the tactical
picture, but the reader must use his imagination and realize
that the job was only done by human beings displaying judg-
ment, coolness and courage. - Many such small actions resulted
in awards for gallantry < one hundred such awards were earned
in Sicily - but. even the Battalion War Diaries rarely told the
individual stories ‘for they were too numerous; bravery
becomes almost commonplace, In ths following pages reference
has been made to soma of thesz deeds where they fit into the
operational account, but many others must needs go unmentioned,
The complete list of honours and awards for the campaign is,
however, included in Appendix A, But for each.brave doed
recognized by an award there were doubtless several more that
pessed unnoticed, On the othsr hand, there were probably

some occaslions where lack of decision or adequate action

lost the day, but that these were much less common is attested
by the fact of the Division's speedy advance in the face

of continual opposition, -

3. Two other factors must also be kept constantly

in mind, namely the great heat and the rugged nature of

the country, Every day the Diaries make comments such as
"hot and dry", "very hot", "hot again", etc, It was the
same day after day, for the sky was always cloudless excspt
for one sharp rainstorm of a few hours' duration, After
almost a month on shipboard, not to mention over thres years
in the chilly climate of thz British Isles, it took stamina
to march and fight in this unending heat. Troop carrying
vzhicles were used as much as possible, but there was still
much marching for the Canadians on the Eighth Armys' outer

L
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N CANADIANS MEET THE GERIIANSS

GRA'MICHELE AND CALPAGIRONE, 15 JUL

7 Th2 Canrdian Division resumed its advence on

the night of 14/15 Jul. After facing considerable opposition
outside VIZZINI, the 51st (Highland) Infantry Division had
finally entored ths town during that nizht and reported it
desertad., 1 Cdn Inf Div was ordored to pess through it at
first light 15 Jul, ond continue to advancs in the direction
of CALTAGIRONE sbout 15 milss to the northwest (W.D,

H.4., 51 (H) Div, 14=-15 Jul; W.D., 6.S., Mein H,Q,, 30 Corps,
July, Appendix "A", 30 Corps Log, 2200 Ars; 14 Jul.)” 51 (H)
Div ncw changdd its axis of advance north and northeast ‘so
that 1 Cdn Inf Div wes once more on the left flank of the
Corps advance which was also the lzft flonk of the rmy front,
Their originel role had been to protset this left flsnk while
the main drive was developed towerds CATANIA, but as that ade
venca began to slow down the Canadians were ordered to press
towards ENNA as quickly as possible, (Sec paras 10, 11 and
17 below, )

b Ihc Division advanced on & two brigade front

with the 2nd Cancdian Infantry Brigede on the road ‘RAGUSA=-

CHIARAMONTE-LICODIA 2nd the 1lst Cansdisn Infantry Brigade on

the road GIARRATANA-VIZZINI, The Royal Con-dian Regiment,

ambussed in motor transport, led the lst Brigade across the

stnrt linec at midnight with their Cormanding Officer, Lt -Col.
M, Crowe, heading the colurn in his carrier. At 0300 hr

: tho Battalion deployed in an area (square 6639) (2) Just to

the south of VIZZINI., 51 (H) Div soproaching from the csst

had shelled the town ond wers now entering it Yut the mixed
German ond Italisn garrison hed 2lready withdrawn all thoir

survivors westward townrds CALTAGIRONE, (W. Ds., H.Q., 2 Cdn

Inf Bde and R.C.R., 14-15 Jul,) !

9. The advanco through VIZZIVI towards CALTAGIRONE

was resuned at 0600 hrs with the Hastings and Prince Edward
Roginent now in the lead, nountzd -on tanks,  -corriers and 1n
motor tremsport, =jor Generel G.G. Simends, the G.0.C.

wes frequently to Be found with the advence elanents of %
Divisjon, was forward watching thon as thuy set off. About
0900 hrs they passed over the erest of £ hizh ridge and saw
the town of GRAZIICHELE perchecd on a verv high feature ‘some
two miles beyond, Thsre was no sign of thée enemy as the "recce"
group advenced into tho outskirts of the town with the main
body of the Battalion close behind, Sevcral dztachments of the
Hernann Goering Flak and Pangzer Regiments had, however renained
hid“en in the *town and its imvediate vicinity, and at %h

soint they swnddenly 'openced firs on the Cenadizn column with

20 mm multiple flak zuns znd 88 snd 75 rnm runs, Onz tank end
three cerriers of ths 12th Conadian Tanl Regiment reccs elenent
~t-the head of the eolurn wars knocked out, while further
enenmy fire was brought dewn on the main body of the column as
it c~ma2 to 2'halt on the road outside the town. A tractor
towins 2 17-pounder anti-tonk gun and seversl nore corriers
were hit 2nd tvo hnnLnﬂtion trucks destroyed,  The leading
infantry comneniess with their arnocurad suﬂnort snd gelf=-
propalled guns irhediately 6aployad to loft =~né right of the

(?) All map refarcnces 2ra to 'hz three series of gridded
sheets commonly used in Sieily, 1&50 000 1:100 000 and
1:250,000, all of which are marke with he snﬂe grid
1ines. Th= shezts raferred to sere:

It=ly 1:250,000 shacts 5 6855 and 56

Itely 1:100 ooo ) sheots 261 269,
Ttaly 1:50, )y 272, 273, 274, 576, ard 277
) and sub &ivisio -







I will come up te s=g you tomorrow., All our
experience in this islcnd has been theat- if you are
held up, put in a well supported a*tack in strength,

Best of luck ~nd nony congratulations on ths

long

marchking »nd good fighting of your Division in their

first fight today.

Yours ever,

2 {Sgd) 0liver Lszse,

(Eist Sec file Sieily/l Can Inf Divi
G.,0.C., Lt.-Gen, Loose to ¥aj.-Cen.

Si:onds, 15 Jul.)

1, Generzl Montgomery wrote General Lesse the sane day

describine th> stiff fighting on 13 Cerns front.
cluding peragraphs of nis letter were as follows:

80 operations arc 2 bit slow ~nd sticky on th

The con-

(8] I‘;;,Ht,

“and all indications nre that encry troops sre moving
anstwords from the CALTAGIRONE - ENNA area and across

to the plain of CATANIA, Hs is trvinz desoasrately to
“.hold us cff fron getting to the airfislds shout CJT:HI&.

As we are held tomporarily on the right; it is now all
the nore important to swing herd with our 1cft% so push

on with 211 speed te CALTAGIPONE{ and then to

EINA-IEONFORTE, Drive the Conedisns on hard,

ATGUARTERA-
Keep this

“ L0, and sund hin bock ot davm tomorrow witu your situation.

(ibid,, G=n, Xontromery to Lt,=-Gen,
Lease, 15 Jul.)

12, Durinz the night 14/15 Jul 2 Cdn Inf Bde had advanced
o3 ordered tlroubh RAGUSA ond CHIARAMONTE GUIFI towards
LICODIA by a2 road parsllel to' that which 1 Cdn Inf Bde had

* takon tﬁrouph GIARRATANA onéd VIZZINI, he . BEdmnonton Hbgimant,

supported by one squadron of 12 Cdn ks (later called 12
Cdn Armd Rect), led thz Rrigade's advence, embussad on tenks

and in motor vehicles, 3 Odn Fd Rept and Brizade

crm@ next, whils the Seaforth Highlenders of Cannda and Princess

Headguerters

Patrieciec'!s Conadisn Lizht Infentry followsd on foot. (W.Ds.,

H.Q.y 2 Cdn Inf Bde ond Edan R., 14-15 Jul,) The

Seﬁforth'

Dairy gives the following picture ¢f te might morch:

As ths Bn moved off the sdide of the hill
to the valley heavy !IG firs fron the op-

pnsits hillsides lisd -opened up; thes EDMN

REGT in front sant ouvt satrols to deal
with these snipers =and in doing so suf-
fered some casualties,

The town of RAGUS:, 1like 21l others is
natursl fortress, The road running
through the town winds un and up
the Regt wes still teiling up 1 %e tha
town, strects deserted. The noon was
casting sinisior shadows azbout where
vou exyected anemy snipers 2t any no-

s at widnight




nent. It is o most ddprassing fesling
to tired nen,

(W.D., Seafofth 6f €y 15 Tuky) (6)

13 The Ednontons suffcred seven ceasvalties, including

three killed, fron this sniping (W.,D,, Zdmn R., 14 Jul),

Ls a risult of tho incidenty 30 Corps Hesdquarters sant an
officoer to the town the followins day with instructions to
mark dovm 6 or 12 hostages who will bs shot if this happens
again", The instruction want on to say thet: "He is to tell
the town and other towns this, In futurs hostages will be
taken in cach town,after its surrender®., The sane instructicns
were issued to 51 (H) Div in VIZZINI, (30 Corps Log, ob, cit,,
nessages 1620 cnd 2325 hrs., 15 Jul.)

14, No gnény were encountered betwesn RAGUSA and LICODIA,
but according to onz= witness, due to the winding switchback
nature of the road, tanks st either end of the colum,
nisteking each other for ths cnenmy, sterted to firs before the
error wns discovered and some infantry also joinzd in the
nix-up, Early in the morning Edwmn R, debussed just east of
LICODIA (square 6140), and took up a defensive position in
the vicinity whencs ,%hat night thoey nade contact with the
Hestings and Prince Edward Regiment in the neighbourhood

of GRAIMICHEIE, In LICODIA they met Americen troops (from
45 U.8, Inf Div), who reportad that thay had been orderad
back from GRAZIICHELE in order to conforn with th- nove of
the Canadian Division, The Anaricans had discovarad a large
dwr:p of mediecal stores in the town, which were later sant to
5 Cén Gon Hosp in SIRACUSA, (Throughout th: course of their
ndvance the 2nd Brigsdz had besn surprisad at the pmount of
goubnent, stores, stes, thot they found sbandoned by the
eneny, ) During tne af%arnoon, Seaforth of C, and P.P.C.L. 1.
arrivad in the sene area, very tired after a 35 nmile narch
on £oot, (W.D., H.Q., 2 Cdn Inf Bde, 15 Jul; Hist Bec file
S8ieily/2 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D, Account »f Copt. C.H, Pritchard
Edmn R, Crpt., Pritchard makes ths only refarsnce to the mixr
up on. the rozd,)

154 On the 1 Cén Inf 2de front 48 Highrs, supportad by
a section from the Brigade Support Group (éask? L.1.)

ant a sguadron of 12 Cdn Tks, procesded to »ass through

Hasty & P.2,R, early in ths afterncon, followed by R.C.R,

About two miles beyond GRATMIICHELE the leading carrisr struck
an cneny mine on the .shoulder of the road, cnd was blown

up. Both battalions thereswm debussad nné movaed Qcross
country on either side of the roed, while Engineers and
picnuers started the lzborious process of pins clearing along
the road towsrds CALTAGIRONE, By sunset thay reported the
road open, so the advznece continued ot a guicker pace.

Lbout rmidnight the twe battalions »rocesded to bivousc slong
the road to the cast of CALTAGIRONE, since it was planned

to send 2 Cdn Inf Bde thrcuzh 1 Cdn Inf Bde to taka the town.
The orders weroe changed, howaver, and at 0400 hrs 48 Highrs
entered the town without opnosition. (7.Ds., 48 Hirhrs and
R.C.R., 15 Jul, Hist Soc file Sicily/1 Can Inf Bde/C/D,
Account of Lt.=-Col, I.S5, Johnston, 0.C., 48 Highrs,)

(6) The Ssaforth of C, and the P,P.C.L.I. Diaries oddly
enough both meke th2 same mistake of r ferring to the
nerch through RAGUSA &s teking place on the night 15/16
Jul, but 21l other accounts =nd messages refer to the

_~ night of the 14/15th. Thos»s two Dirries must have been

- written sone tima after thie event. Indeed the P.P.C,L.I.

Dirry continues to be 2 day out in its dates until 19 Jul,



16, - Battle casunltiss for 15 Jul as reportod by the 4.D,1.5,,
1 Cdn Inf Divé were fiva officors and 58 other ronks,

(W.Dsy A.D.1M.S., 1 Can Inf Div, 15 Jul,) (7)
17, Orders cene fron Corps during tha night to the following
effect:

1 Cdn Div will continn: thz advanca vigorously
directad on SNNA, 51 (H) Div will form firn
base in craa SCORDIA - FRANCOFOFTE - BOUCHERI -
VIZZINI - PALAGOFIA ond will 8end out fighting
patrols FORTH andé NORTHWEST, 231 Inf Bde Gp

" will be prapared tc occuny CALTAGIRCNE as firn
base as soon as 1 Cdn Div i:oves out of it, It
will ncve on orders fron this HQ throuzh 51
(H) .Div but NOT before 1000 hrs 16 July. 231
Inf Bde will b2 »repered to cone undar cormrand
1 Cdn Div at 2 futurs dete,

(Hist Sec file Sieily/l1 Cdr Inf Div/C/H
1 Cdn Inf Div Int log, serial 38, 15 Jul,)

In accordance with these Instructions the Divisicena]. Commander
gava orders to the three brigades as follows: 2 Cdn Inf
Bdo, with under cormsnd 12 Cdn Tks, 142 Fd Regt (8,P.) cnd
3 CAn Fd Rect, was to ro through CALTAGTRONE on the following
norning, 16 Jul, "pross 'on and secure the area ERNAY. 33
three=ton lorrics were provided "in crder that the 39e ean
be 1lifted tactically', -1 Cdn Inf Bde was tp move tec sene
hizh ground northwest.of CALTAGIRONE (squere 4053) a2nd sand
out strong fighting patrols tc reconnoitre the roads north-
werds® to [{IRABELLA ~nd ADIONE (406535 to 386688) and northeast
towerds RADDUBA (446509 to 460714)., This Brigade wes to be
prepared to move by notor transport and “gacure the comruni-
cations in the area VALGUARNERA", 3 Cdn Inf Bde was to
be ready at cons hour's notice to follow 2 Cdn Inf Bde 2nd
sacure. cormunications in the aras LAONFORTE", with one
roconnaissance squadron and one fiasld reginent under command,
A stronz force was to be attached to clear the road through
ALGUARNERA while tho rest of the Brigade waes tc continue
on the main highway to ENNA, ond thon east to IEONFORTE,
Vhen 1 Cdrn Inf Bée hzd clearsd CALTAGIRCNE, 231 Inf Bdes was
to move- into the tomm-in order to ferm 2 firr bese in that
arsa, (Hist Sec file Sieily/1 Cdn Inf Div/C/I, Draft Orders,
15 Jul.) In light of what actually happoned 1% seened an
anbitious programne but the distenece from CALTAGIRCNE to
ENFA was no greater than fron RAGUSE to CALTAGIRONE which 2
Cdn Inf Bde had covered in ths previcus 24 hours,

* CALTAGIRONE, o town of nore th-n 30,000 people, had

been heavily hit by Allied =2ir raids., Fires were burning

in parts of the town when the Cansdians arrived and thes roads
were badly blocked, but the Zngincers immediately set about
clesring them, During the morning the 48th Highlanders, who
had taken un dsfensive positiohs around the tawn, discovsred
twa petrol dumps and a2 large amount of zomunition, Thay

(7) The A.A. & Q.0%5.G,. “izry for 16 Jul reports
casualties for 15 Jul as ton officers woundad and ~
one nissing, one other renk killed, seven wounded
‘and 42 ﬂiss{ng° but these figures sound less reliable
than those quo%ed which arz only battle casuelties,
On the other hand, it is uncertain whether the latter
include killed <nd —issing, Thev c~n only b: taken
a8 a general indicetion of tha intensity of the
fighting, -







Cud) -ggé “Dinry of H.Q., -1 Cdn~Inf Bdh notas th*t’lt ~Col.
o~ .

&, . %W.Ds., H‘Q,ﬁ 1 cap Inf Bde and /ReC,D,y, 16-17 Jul.)

-]_0 -

ARMERTHA unp plainly visibls, During the cnpager neht and just

25 the G,0,C, arriv=d of the scenc, ths Battzlion ueﬁdonarturs
and the-aagi.'ntal £37 Post canme wnder cneny gun fize but only
cne wehicle wes Tepﬁ“tdﬁ fnored, The Ger-ns ccntinuud to blaze
awey with thoir 7.5-en selfqprqpalled sung  , -until finslly they
were sileéneed by tlo rung of .thoe 7t) “@diw: Hepirant, R.A.
supporting the Canadion Division, By 2100 hvs,thc ansﬁv the

‘drey to the north, This wos the Edronton)s first neotion against

tho Germons end it was fought with spirit under trrinz conditions,
sincg they Mad beer on ths rond for imc nichts sng ¢ d~y, Their
total casuslties were reported ‘as only 27 all ranks including six
other ranks killed, The snany was Sellevad to have suffered
fairly hsavy cesusltize and durins the right a patrol captured a
nunber of orisoners of wer said to includs Currﬁﬁﬁ, Italions,
JuzomSlavs, Czechs =nd Alsatians, {idbid.) (8)

a1, While Tdon R. werz onsoging the Gernons, the rest of their
Wrifrua sone four cr five - 11”° behind, had %“d?h u» positicns

to tha wost of the highway (In squere 3255, 3355 and 2455), lerne
while 1 and 3 Cdn Inf Bdes had been claaring ug in tha viecinity

of 8, MICHALE, a few rdles to the east of {8 2 Cdn Inf Bde
positions (9). £t 1845 hrs, 1 Cdn Inf Bde reportad thot about

five niiles northesst of S, '& HELE in the vicinity of IIRSBELLA

notrols had eapturad 200 nrisoners, nostly Itelians from 4 LIVoRKO

Div whienh sppasrad to bz atteptinz to meve northeast dizzonclly .
acreossg the Cenadlen cdvange. Polish, Germen gné Czech prisoners
were glso renorted, (1 Cdn Inf Div Int Logg 16 Jul, serizls 72,

?6 81 and 95 v, Ds., H.,08.,, 1 £né 3 Cdn Inf Bdbsz D PO, L L
Scaforth of C, and R.C.R., 16 suly 1 Cdh Inf Div Int Swoary No.
2, 16-17 Jul.) (10)

22, © At 2230 hrs, 16 Jul, the G.0:iC. held o conferance with his
Brigedse Commanders aond dc%aiied nis nlen of action. _His intention

wes thet 1 Cdn Inf Div would continue te ﬂﬂv nce to tha srea ENTA-

LEONFORTE ~ VALGUARNERA, If the eneny wera te thhdrrw during

tb2t nizhty 2 Cdn Inf Bde wos to oecupy t 12 tovn of PIAZZA ARVERINA
and secure tPa hizh ground north ond northwest (in square 3267

cnd 3065),  Thay wore tc "maintain contoct with the sneny regrrd=-

-

il ke e R

lass of the situation®, 3 Cdn Inf Bde was to move to ~n ares (sup;u.:z'va,I

(8) 27 Mad Rert, which had l1onded on 12 Jul in 51 (H) Div's
Seetor, comwe under commend 1 Cédn Inf Div 0500 hrs 15
Jul "nﬁ reacinad with the Consdinns until 6. Aug, 93 By
of 70 Hed Repgt R,A.y which landed with 1 Cin Inf Diy
remaingd atte caoé until 18 Jul, when it wks trensferred
to 51 (H) Div (7,Ds., 7 lied Re ty B.4. 12=15 Jul, Hi Q.,
R.C.44y 1 Cdn Inf Div, 18 Jul,

Again there is o conflict An ersuelty fJgures. The
Edneonton Diary *aonrted 27 211 renks, The A.D.).S. Disry
reportod one «f”ic 2y and 32 other ranks as Caonedian bettle
casualtics for “hs GHV, whila the ‘A.A. & Q.M.G. Diary '
listad two officers killed an@ one missing, 53 cther ranks
%illed, Een wounded ~nd 25 missing, The latter wrns obviously
JAincorrac

(9) The War Diory =f 12 Cdn Tks_refers to 2n sction thet was
supposad to hawa Leken place betwesn the Cerlt & York
R, suwﬁArteﬂ by "8Y Squﬂﬂron, 12 Cdn Tks, apd Garmans
neny PIAZZA ARMERINA,  Since ther: is no other evidence
tc bs found concurning such sn action, it is guite 1likely
t ot the Glarist was confusing it with the netion fonzht
by Zdmp.Re who memsupportad br tonks from "OM Sgusdron,
‘This dlary resorted 11 tasusltiss ine hdin%'thgee killed,

: nluSaone _nk‘ﬁggzﬁaa nnd ‘ong” aﬂﬁﬁnition ruck hit, o

rowe took cver temporagy ¢déruwar® of the Brisnde on
duls Brig,Grahcn resuned coriord on the followin: dey,

- bt - -
’. . LN Lo " -
r Y . % 1 \
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3060 = 3357) along the road south of PIAZZA ARERINA, and
were to b2 nrepered to advancz by 0500 hrs thz following
norning through 2 Cdn Inf Bée in the direction of ENFA,

On tho otiher -hand, if tho eneny were-still in position at
first light, 2. Cdn Inf Bde was to attack, supported by the
~hole of ths Divisionol Artillery, and gain the sbove nmentioned
objectivesy -1 Cdn Inf Bde was to stand by on one hour's
notice from 1000 hrs tec nove to thz area of PIAZZL LRITERINL,
or further, as tis situation developed, .Tha following day
they vere to take up the lead, (W.D., H.Q., 3 Can Inf Ble,
gpgendi§ 26, Notes on G.0.C.'s conference, 2230 hrs, 16

ul 43, % 3 :

23, . Sone firing econtinued dvring the night and patrols

fron Seaforth of C, and P.P,.C.L.I. penetrated to the wvicinity
of PIAZZA ARMERINA which was reported clear, 3By 0600 hrs

17 Jul, 2 Cén Ini Bde was in possession of the towvm and had
consolidated the high ground doninating it, They remainad

in the vieinity =211 day, holding positions to th: north end
south of the tovm. The Headguarters of the Italian 16th
Corns had at onc tine been establisheé in PIAZZA /XERIRA,
tnd o great deal of siznel equipnent as well as 2 large
quantity of pstrol, reaorted te bz 52,000 gellons, werc teken
2s booty, Throuzhout the doy there wes serious traffie
congestion in this aorea due to 1 anéd 3 Cén Inf Bdes passing
throuzh 2 Cdn Inf Bde, Had it not been for Allied air
superiority the Luftwaffs woul have bssn e#ble to do consider-
able dariage, so freat was the congestion on thée road,

(¥.D., H,Q,y 2 Cén Inf Bde, 17 Jul; 1 Cdn Div Int Loz, 16
July serisls 83 and 92, ;né 17 Jul, sericls 17, 29 an- 33.)

24, The Diary eof Seafortheof C, givass the following
description of thgir entrance inte PIAZZA ARITERINA ond their
much welcorned rest in the vieinity: '

Everyone up befeore first lizht and the Bn moved
forward ot 0400 hrs, narching the whole norning.
PIAZZA AR'ERINA was 2ntered aftsr ruch trouble with
traffic, As the eneny vacate each town the civilioans
Irmedictely start to pick up everything in sight,
bads, cnd boxes out of barracks, water pails, anything
they con ley their hands on.,

Arouné noon just NORTH of PIAZZ. ARIERINA the Bn tock
up posns cn the hish ground at 327664, At tha beose
of the hill wasactually o running stream where nany
tired feot were washad cs well as Zirty clothes,
Carrying partics came down to the rntion point and a
neal was nade post haste, In 2 short while cur ve-
hicles movad into tha srea and cut cane the snall
packs, The heat is still bothering nost of us but
slowly we ere getting accustomed to it, The wvehicles
now heva a coecting of white dust that has coverasd
everything inside and out, I!eny eneny vsohs have now
been salvaged and are serving under CDN colors. The
R.A.,P. hos set up at Bn H,Q. and ricny coses of hurnt
faet hove besn attended to. Iveryona has settled down
to n few hours sleep in the cool of the eveining.....

(W.D., Seaforth of C., 17 Jul 43,)
THE GEFEBRAL SITUATI M, 15=17 JUL
25. Tho cneny opposition on th: whols Sighth Army front

was now becoming ruch stiffer as:the line ENNA-CATANIA

was cpproeched, Genersl Montgomary notified ths Army Group
Cotmencer- on 16 Jul thot: "On right flank determined German

P
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resistance is making extension of bridge-head over SIMETO
River a slow business. Bridge-head will be expanded tonight
and strong attack launched towards CATANIA night 17/18
July", The following day he elaborated his plan for 30
Corps: Y o :

51 Div are moving north from SCORDIA and will capture
PATERNO tomorrow with luck, Csnadians should reach |
ENNA tonight and will then operate from LEONFORTE to
secure ADRANO, I will then operate with 20 Corps
~ - round the West and North of ETNA and will cut off ;
- any enemy who stay East of ETNA and about CATANIA, ‘
' Suggest Americans having secured PETRALIA should cut
coast road North of that place and should make faces
Eastwards along coast so as to strike enemy still
further, .

(Ww.D,, Main H.é., Eighth Army, Jul'43, Appx
"?" ?en Montgomery to Gen Alexander, 1

26, On 15 Jul, 51 (H) Diy had borne .northeast from
VIZZINI, passed through MILITELLO and SCORDIA and reached the
GORNA LﬁNGA River, On the following day, they had spread
westwards to PALAGONIA and MINEO and eastwards to the LAGO
DI ILENTINI where they had made contact with 13 Corps. On
17 and 18 Jul they secured crossings over the River Dittaino,
and from PALAGONIA pushed north through RAMACCA, about 18
miles east of PIAZZA ARMERINA, (W.D., H.Q., 51 (H) Div, 15,
16 and 17 Jul; W,D., G.S., Main H.Q., 30 Corps, July 1943,
Appx "BY", 30 6orps sitreps 15, 16, 17 and 18 Jul,)

27 Meanwhile 231 Infantry Brigade had been hrought up
from VIZZINI through MINEO to CALTAGIRONE .(see para 17
above), On 17 Jul on orders from the Corps Commander this
Brigade was given the independent role of moving northward
in the direction of RADDUSA to f£ill in the gap between the
Highland and Canadian Divisions. It was hceldup for some time
by enemy demolitions, but by 1800 hrs the road was cleared,
and an hour later the leading battalion had made contact
with the enemy who were holding the line of the Gorna Lunga
River about a mile south of RADDUSA, (W.D,., H,Q., 231 Inf
Bde, 17 Jul.) :

28. To the west, the American Seventh Army was advencing
with lesa opposition, for the Germans had given up any idea
of holding that part of the island, while the Italians seemed
chiefly interested in surrendering, By 17 Jul, 1 (U.S,)

Inf Div was abreast of 1 Cdn Inf Div about eight miles to the
west of PIAZZA ARMERINA and anproaching CALTANISSETTA, |
while on their left 45 (U,S.) Inf Div was approaching the
same town from the southwest, On the coast 3 (U.S.) Inf

Div had extended their bridgehead to AGRIGENTO and PORTO
EMPEDOCLE, and had penetrated inland as far as CANICATTI,

(30 Corps Log, op.cit,, eitreps from 2 U,8, ‘“orps, 2100

hrs, 17 July 15 Army Cp, Account of Operations, op,cit,)

VALGUARNERA, 17-18 JUL
29, It was still a race between -the American and Canadian
troops as to which would reach the town of ENNA first, The
Canadians wre on the main highway leading to the town from
the southeast, but they were now running into more determined
opposition than they had hitherto experienced, The German
- force was still 2 Bn of 1 Pz Gr Regt but thought to be re=-
inforced on 18 Jul by the 1st Battalion of the same Regiment.
They were now holding thelr positien in strength around the 3
road junction southwest of VALGUARNERA, where the road from
that town joined the main PIAZZA ARMERINA - ENNA highwey. !




— - —— — p—c—— — ——— =

Py 3
(30 Corps -Int Summary.No. 369, 18 July 1 Cdn Inf Div Int »

Summary No., 4, 18-19 Jul,)

30. . ° About noon 17 July 3 Cdn Inf Bde began to pass through
PIAZZA ARMERINA, with Carlt & York R. in the lead, and all
the Divisional. Artillery under the command of the C,R.A.
in support. TFour miles to the north of the town (at 329712)

- their motor transport and the tanks of the squadron of 12
Cdn Tks supporting them were held un by & blewn bridge,
but by 1630 hrs the Engineers had the road open again, (W.D.,
H.Qsey 3 Cdn Inf Bde, R.C,:, and'R,C,E., 1 Cdn Inf Div, 17

LS Jul.) The snemy were reported to.bé.hoi&ing a line (258731 -

1 330745) across the above mentionad road junction, From hers

: they opensd’fire on the Cpnadian column with mortars and
machine-guns, The infantry dismounted and the tanks deploy=-
ing to the west of the road took up'hulldown positions along
the crest of the hill (square 3172) .overlooking the valley

. towards ENNA, The Tank Regiment reported that they located
and engaged the enemy position successfully and forced the
Germans to withdraw, lsaving three Italian guns and three
small tanks out of action, In the meantime, part of West
N.S5.R. had come up on foot and occupied the same hill

| (312725). The 12 Cdn Tks Diary expresscd surprise that the

' infentry did not take advantage of their success, but the

Cerlt & York R, Diary took a diffierent view of the matter,

| - commenting that the tanks "moved up but were of no help to
our infantry". Actually West N.S.R. were planning to advance
on & farther hill callsd M, della Forma, Irom which the Germans
were firing on them, The Brigade Commander, however,
ordered this Battalion to withdraw from their hill, while
Carlt & York R. resumed the advance up the road. i.short
distance further the latter Battalion again halted, and took
up positions off the highway at a point {square 32%4) a mile
short of th2 road junction and about eight miles mutheast
of ENNA, IHeanwhile, R. 22e¢ R, moved into a concentration
area (333691) about four miles further south, During the
same afterncon, 1 Cdn Inf Bde followsd 3 Cdn Inf Bde through
PIAZZA ARMERINA,. but north of the towm they were delayed by
bad traffic congestion on the road, (1 Cdn Inf Div Int Log,
serials 15, 25, 30, 35, 37, 36, 50 2nd 58; W.Ds., H,Qs,, 1
and 3 Cdn Inf Dazs, Carlt & York R., West N.S.R. and 12 Cdn

‘ Tks,)l?-Jul and Appx 10 of 3 Cdn Inf Bde DR ry =-a marked

map. - '

31, . About 1700 hrs, 17 Jul, the G,0,C., held a conference
at 3 Cdn Inf Bde Headguarters. ¥For the first time since
D-day he decided to launch 2 two-brigade attack in which

all six infantry battalions plus all thz Divisional Artillery
and some’ tanks were involved, 3 Cdn Inf Bde was to press

on along the axis of the ENNA'highwayz while 1 Cdn Inf Bde
was to strike across country toward VALGUARNERA, 2 Cdn Inf
Bde was to be at two hours readiness to follow behind 3 Cdn
Inf Bde, (W.Ds,, G.S., H.Q., 1 Cdn Inf Div and H.QS., 1, 2

B . and 3 Cdn Inf Bdes, 17 Jul.)

! 324 At 2000 hrs, R. 22¢ R, werz ordercd to lsad the 3rd
. Brigade's advancas. "The Battalion passad through Carlt & York
B ; R. and proceeded up the road mounted in troop=carrying

- vehicles, but ready to debus and engage the enemy as soon as
contact was made,  On the way up they were delayed for a short
time while their pionezrs filled in & road crater. The
advance was then continuad by the light ' of the moon along
the narrow winding road, bordersd on the 1ight by the
steep slope of 2 hill, and on ths left by a deep ravine,
Just past the Carit & York R, positions and a few hundred
yards .short of the road junction at a2 spot called GROTTA
CALDA, -the road took a big bend wh:<h was dominated by high
grouné rising.séeveral hundred feet above 1t on either side.
While proceading aleng -this strip the column was stopped by
a heavy volley of II.M,G. firs which caused casualties among
the troops in the T.C.Vs, (Hist Sec file Sicily/3 Cdn Inf




‘Bde/C/D, Account by Capt. F, Potvin, M.C., R, 22e R.)
Capt. D,H. Cunningham, Transport Officer at 3 Cdn Inf Bde
Headquarters, described the ensuing action as follows:

Two Infantry battalions, the Brigade Headquarters

and portions of the A/A Regiment, all in Motor
transport, were involved- Firing was immediately
general along the whole column, with even the anti-
aireraft guns joining din the fire directed upon

the hill., A large fire was burning on the hill
which was the enemy's position. Whether this had
been started deliberately to mask the fire of his
mertars on the reverse slope was not known, but it is
quite probable, Fortunately, it was fairly dark,
Thus, despite the heaviness of the enemy's _

fire and the narrowness of the road, the Headquarters
and the A/A'Battery were able to witladraw to a

safe position, In the meantime the Royal 22e Regi-
ment had become completely committed, They had dug
in and were returning the fire, AP '

(C.M.E.Q. file 24/Episodes/10)

R+ 22e R. had guickly debussed, proceeded to engage enemy ' -
machinc-gun posts with their L,M.Gs,, and succeeded in silenc-
ing scveral of them. One party of Germans, seeking to close
the trap, was itself surprised and put to flight by machine-
gun fire, suffering hcavy casuslties, (Account by Capt, Pot-
vin, ov, cit,) It was the first time in action for the "Vingt-
Deux® in this war, and although they were held up by the op-
position, the valour of individual officers and other ranks
earned the Battalion five decorations for the night's fighting
(See-Appx "AN), == M - (7 '

33 The advance was halted for the rest of the night,
however, and in the morning it was discovered that the enemy
was strongly ensconced on either side of the road, especially
on M, della Forma, which was immediately southwest of the road
junetion, and from which he was bringing heavy mortar fire on
the Canadian positions. The G.0.C. arrived on the scene in
the early hours of the morning and made a2 reconnaissance with
the Brigade Commander, Brigadier M,H.S. Penhale, A plan of
attack was evolved in which West N.S.R., who had come up the
road during the night (to 320735) were ordered to withdraw:
openly in order to make a wide left flanking r~ttack on the
enemy position which would cut off his retrea towards ENNA.
Carlt & York R, were to co-ordinate with a rigat flanking at-
tack, and R, 22e¢ R. to remain in contact with the enemy in the
centre - square 3174, (W.Ds,, H.Q.y 3 Cdn Inf Bde, R. 22¢ R.
and West N,S.R., 17 and 18 Jui; Account of Capt. Cunningham,

op, cit,; 1 Cdn Inf Div Int Log, 18 Jul, serials I, 3, 4, 9,
and II., : .

34, - A FPire Plan was prepared in which all the Divisional
Artillary were involved except 142 Fd Regt (S.P.) supportii g
1 Can Inf Bde, During the morning the Artillery engaged a
number of enemy machine-guns, mortars and 75 mm guns and
early in'the afternoon the main fire plan was carried out.
Divisional concentrations were brought down on four points,
with fire at 68 rounds per gun; the results were reported

to be very effective and the infantry well pleased, "(W.,Ds,,
H.Q.y R.C.A., 1 Cdn Inf Div, 1 and 3 Cdn Fd Regts and 7

Med Regt, R.h., 18 Jul and Appx 1 of the H.Q. Diary; 1 Cdn
Inf Div Int Log, 18 Jul, serials 10, 13, and 16.)
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35, At 1030 hrs, West N.8.R, Dogan thsir withdrawal dom

-~ the highway to a point about onec :nd cac haif miles behiad

1»

where R, 22e R. were engaged. Therop tncy vrocended across
country abcut two miles restward‘;'P“ ot here they turned
north along the course of a small river, whic »an between two
high hills. The river bed was ﬁessaﬁie to L1 vehicles

_:.axcapt ‘the taﬁks which were supix *iné tha operation, so %hat
- ‘all- WEapons "including three-inch morSard: had to be man~
‘handled. The’ terrazin was very d;fPﬂca'+ aad the heat over

powering, but ‘there wes no enemy to | a;e un vhsir n*ogcess
except for qﬁ? ‘machine-gun post (at 2u6257,. By 1800 hrs
i succeeded in occurying a nNill (in square 2874),
dqmi ating g'ENNA highway to the vest 9f 'the German position
a, Patrols penetreted dovm and across the
highwey and" cap ed a German fleld V;,vnﬂn. taking a nurber
of prisoners," (W.D., ilest N.S.2., 18 Jul

3647 R} ‘226 R, rfought con*inuousl for about 14 hours,
suffering from heavy enemy moritar fire, until during the
afternoon Carlt & York R., supported by the artillery, at-
tatked on their right flank, The latier Battalion cleared the
enemy. from positions northeast of the highway, taking 45 Ger-
man prisoners at a cost of 46 casualties inc“1‘ing two oflicers
and nine’ other ranks killed, (31) By 1700 hzs they had
oceupied positions past the hard-won road’. 1a:ct;on, and on the
road to VALGUARNERA (about 310750). purirz th¢ night B, 22e
R. were withdrawn sbout a mile (To 314724), {(W.Ds., H.Q.,

3 Cdn Inf Bde and Carlt & York R., 18 Ful)'

37. On the right flan of &he Divisional attack, 1 Cdn
Inf Bde had gone through a difficult day's fighting, On the
night 17/18 Jul, the two attacking battalions had come vp tho

road from PIAZZA ARMERINA to the rea? of 3 Cdn Inf Bde, whenee

they proceeded to £rike ovarland egainst VnLG”'RN“RA R C.R.
from t?glwest and Hest' & P.E.R. from the sout’ (W.D.‘ R.C.R.
17-18 )

38. The Hastings and Prince Ndward ?egﬁment which was

“In the van of the 1 Cdn Iiff Bde advanee, Yad ro1ﬂhed a

road junction two miles north of PIAZZA ARMERIN/. (340685)
during the evening of 17 Jul, At this point they received
orders to start immediately on their cross coyntry march.
By midnight, the Battalion had progresscd sbout flive miles,
The c- antry was extremely mountainous and the grovnd inter-
spersed with deep ravinc= and dried=ip water coursss, the

only available roads being goat paths along the sides of the

mountains. As a result, the mortars =aid cacriers kad to
leave the infantry in order to seek a more passable route
around to the left., Worse still the tank carrying the
artillery Forward Observation Officer and his wireless set
was unable to get forward so that the Battalion was without
artillery support throughout the day (verhal evidence of
Lt.=Col, Tweedsmuir). Refore dawn thz rifle com anies had
reached the hills surrounoing VALGUARN“?A, out The. CAmpanies

1) During the' engagement q nJatoon officer ani two nen
' advariced on a machine-gun post, that wes ho' dines nn
««° . the platoon, The affjcar was’ ﬁ111e¢ and .ore ol the
- men seriously wounded, but. the‘oiher wen, ¢.21012,
Pte. M, Brissonl carr{ed qn‘bJ himSle got to thﬂ
‘rear of the post, shot two o the eﬂnm; and killed
.the third with the buts oi his ricl He was
awarded the D,C.M, for this c”u4adé s action,
(Cltation for Pte, Brisson,)
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had bagoric séaewhat.separatedJin.thé process, (W,D,, Hast
& P.E.R., 17-18 Jul; Account of Majer Campbeli-and éaptain

Waughy, op.cit.)

39, "B" and "D" Companies found themselvas together to

the southwest of the town (in square 3376). An enemy machine-

gun post on an opposite hill was causing trouhle, so two N,.C.Os.

from "D" Company crawled down the hill across the intervening

valley and up a ‘very steep cliff on the opposite side under

bursts of enemy nachine-gun fire, They then assaulted the post |
with grenades and charged with rifle: .and bayonet, killing |
ten Germans and capturing two machine-guns., (12) "D" Company

then advanced to the road leading into the town, and procecded

to build a road=block a2cross it, while "B" Company ensconced

‘thenselves on a ceomnanding festure well to the left, During

the morning, "D" Company, under the personal direecfion of the
Battalion Cormander, succgssfully engaged about a dozen eneny
vehicles coning along the road, including an armoured personnel
carrier which received a direg% hit from a PIAT (Projector
Infantrg Anti-Tank), killing all. the oecupants, and knoqking
out an rim gun which it had in tow, One platoony, led by
Lt,~Col, B,A, Sutcliffe, went forward in an attemp%-to enter
the town, but, neecting stiff resistance, was forced to with=
draw, Mbanwhile an enemy foree of approxinately one company
of lerried 1nfan{ry attacked the road-block a2nd forced its
defenders to retire, The Battalion Commander then decided to
withdraw both companies back into the hills., It may be noted
that Lt.=Col, Sutcliffe was awarded the Distinguished Service
Order for his conduct in this aztion. Not only did he take

a very active »art in the fighting throughout the day, but at
one point under cneny fire he dressed the wounds of 2 nan

who had been seriously hit and hinself got the man under cover
and eventually to safety, (ibid.,, and Citation for Lt,=-Col,
Sutcliffe,) :

40, "AM ‘and "C" Companies had become senaroted from the
rest of the Battalion during the night. Thay hcd kidnapped a
farmer and forced 'hinm to lead than to the outskirts of the
town. Here they succeaded in geining valuable information
from other local inhabitants regarding the position of enemy
guns and billets, Lacking the supporting arms to put in an
attack, both companies dug in sone 600 yards in front of the
anenly euns,y on a2 hill comnending the town to the north and the
read to the south, and wait:d for the general attack which
they expected to begin later in the morning, Shortly aftere
wards, at about 0630 hrs, they saw the enemy limberinz up
their guns and a column of lorried infantry moving along the

* road which ran across their positions, Both companies opened

up with heavy fire at short range, causing great havoc among °
the Germans, Gapt. A.R. Campbell’ (a legendary figure among the
"Hasty Ps" who was later killed in Italy) was hinmself reported
to have accounted for 18 Germans, whom he caught in a truck

at very close range with a Bren gun fired from the hip. (ibid,)

41. The rest of the eneny, who were Shought to be
about battalion strength, had debussed and talken cover,
They were now beginning %o attack the hill on which "A"
Company -was dug in, < sharp engagenment ensued, but the
attack was beatsn off with further heavy losses to the

(12) ' One of the two men, C,6078 Sgt. W,J.R, McKnight
was awardeq-the D.é.H. (Citation for Sgt. McKnight)
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Germans, However, since the latter appearbd to eeénsidsrably
outnumbefr the Canadian force, and since they-showed signs of
bringing artillery up ageins{ the Ce=nadians' axposed® pasitions,
the two conpany cormmanders decided to'withdraw-across the road
to the edgs of the main line of hills, Despite heavy eneny
fire one company remazined on this line covering the other
conpany's further withdrawal. Finally, however, with their
anmunition running low, they too withdrew into %he hills "leaving
In the care of a peasant hidden in one
of the valloys", Their casualties had been relatively light,
but later reports indicated that the enemy had suffered between
80 and 90 killed'and an equivalent number wounded, in addi-
tion to' 18 taken prisoner, . During the action, Ceptain Waugh
distinguishad himself by rescuing'a wounded man: under intense
fire, a deéd for which he later received the Military Croess.
(1b1é,.and-citation for Cspt. Waugh) | ,
0% . }

42, That evening the Battalion reorganized on the original
start line positions, and rested for the remainder of the
night ( )« Many small sactions had bscome cut off from

the rest during the. day and when heads were counted it was
found that some 60 2ll ranks including - Lt,-Col. Sutcliffe
were missing, but the following day the Battalion Commander
and the majority of the others turned up (Verbal evidence

of Lt,=Col, Tweedsmuir), :

43. The Royal Canadian Regiment had not begumn their attack
as early as Hast & P.E.R. They had come up the main highway
from PIAZZA ARMERINA aftor the latter battalion, arriving at

the road junction (340682) sbout 0100 hrs, where they too
received their orders for the advance across country. They
continued a2lonz the highway, however, to a point (323740) a short
distance behind where R.22¢ R, wer:s engaged. They d4id not

begin their advance overland until 0530 hrs, 18 Jul, -As was

the case with Hast & P,E.R,, their wshiclses and sunporting

arms were unable to accompany then because of the diffiecult
nature of the ground, The rifle companies proceeded to move
along & ridge which was parallel to the road running west from
VALGUARNERA, and passed throuzh some 2némy machine-=gun positions,
with the result that they sufferad a considerable amount of
sniping from the rear, The Battalion rzgrouped on the reverse
slope of a high feature overlooking the road (square 2375),

but a series of small hills and knolls still separated them

fron the town.,: On & ridge in front and to thelr right, a small
group of Hast & P.E.R, were seen pinned down by enemy fira.

These were rescued by a section under Major J.H.W.T. Pope, sécond
in cormand of the Battalion. Another platoon from Hast & P,

E.R, was also contacted by one of. the forward- companies, They
revealed how their Battalion had bescome rather dispersed during
the night with resultant. lack of contrel, Tharefore a co=-
ordinated attack on the town sesmed unlikely., Moreover, R.C.R.
was out of contact with Brigade Hsadquarters and unable to

get eny eartillery support..(W.D., R.C.R., 17-18 Jul -and Appx

"A" a message written by Lt,=Col, Crowe to the Brigade Commander,
1400 hrs, 18 Jul; Hist Sec file Sieily/C/D, Account of Major
T.M, Powers, 2IC R.C.R,) X

44, The Battalion was subject to sniping from both
the front and the rear so the Commending Officer, Lt.-Col,
Crowe, proceeded to direct an sttack by two conpani: *,
covered by the fire of the: remeining two, on the eneny
positions among the knolls ahead. The enemy were few in
number but well hidden and able to bring machine-gun and mor-
tar fire on the R.C.R. as they advanced, well deployed, down
the open hillside.,  Lt.=Col, Crowe, hiriself, walked
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rolling", (ibid,) -

45, -, There was some spirited fighting, but nost of the .
eneny withdrew in haste, and the Cenadians reached z knoll
(square 3476) directly overlooking the entrance to the town
half a nile away to the north, ' Here thgy ¢ame undser the fire
of three German tanks which were guardin;; the road leading into
the town., Major Pope again took a patrol forward to .attack
these tanks, and fired three bombs from a PIAT at them, but
unfortunately the bombs failed to explode. The patrel was
forced to withdraw under M.M.G, fire from the tanks, and Major
Pope was killed, The eneny tanks then withdrew into the town.
Shortly afterwards, -at about 1200 hrs‘ eneny motor transport
was scen withdrawing to the north, and their oil and petrol
durips were set on fire, (ibid,) :

‘between his two attaecking companies "eager to keep the action

46, During ths aftarnoon, the Battalion dug in on the -

position they had won, expectin; a counter-attack,

Lacking supporting arms, the sattalion Commander did not feel
he could enter the town before dark. The padre, Ceptain R.O,
ilkes, made his way pock under sniper fire, slone and on
foot, Eo Rear Battalion Headgquarters where he gave a sitrep
on the Battalion's gpsitiqntn the Brigede Commander, A patrol
was organized from the R,C.,R. Sunport Company, which

succegdad -in bringing rations out to the rifle companies just
before last light - the first food thasy had seen that day,
(ibid,) -

47, The 48th Highlanders, who were in Brigade rsserve for
this action, had been ordereé to occupy a ridge two niles south
of VALGUARNERA during the day. They ran into some opposition
from enemy machine~guns and snipers, about g company in
strength, who Wwere occupying a ridge covering the advance.,
Sorie awtillery fire was laid dovn on the ridre which was then
attacked by the leading company of 48 Highrs, They took the
feature, killing 35 .enemy and woundin; 20 more, at a cost of
four dead and six woundsd, That nicht thsy advanced into
VALGUARNERA, which they found quite deserted, and took up a
position one'mile to the north of the town, t13) (W,D,, 48
Highrs, 18 Jul,) :

: B ol

43, This day's fighting had been the nost extansive that
the Division had so far experienced, The battle casualties
as reported by the A/D.M,S, weré the highest to date, = five
officers and 100 other ranks. . Estinates of cnemy casualties
varied, According te a report sent te 30 Corps Headquarters,
120 prisoneérs=-of=war had been: talen while 180 Germans were
believed to be killed or wounded (30 Corps Log, op.cit., 1104
hrs, 19 Jul)., The War Diary of the A.A, & Q.M.G., 1 Cdn Inf
Div for 19 Jul on the cther hand reported that 286 prisonerse-
of=war, including 30 Italians had been taken on 18 Jul, while
1 Cén Inf Bde clained to have killed approximately 240 Germans
and wounded or ceptured 30 more, at a cost of only 30 to 40
casualties to thémselves,.- The actual gains made by the
verious battalions enpased sezmed ygry linited, yet by the end
of the day, the enemy had begun to withdraw from VALGUARNERA
toward LEONFORTE, enabling the 48th Highlanders to enter
VAIGUARNERA without opposition,

(13) During the action U.1834 Cpl, W.F, Kay led a section of
; five men against the nain enemy position, which
*contained three machine-guns and seventeen men, Al-
though wounded Cpl. Key killed eight Germans with two

grenades and his "Tormy Gun", while the: section accounted

for the rest. Cpl. Kay was awarded the D,C.l, Por this
feat, (Citation. for Cpl. Kay.)
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51} = It is interesting to note thet in this country many
of ‘the towns are perched on the tops of the highest hills,
Thus VALIGUARNERA i's sbout 2000 foet, ENNA over 3000 feet,.
LEONFORTE over 2000 feet, ASSORO almost 3000 feet, AGIRA about
2700 feot, REGALBUTO sbout 2000 foot end CINTURIPE about

2400 feat above sea level, The approsches to most of these
towns arc very steep so. that the roads heve to wind consider-
cbly to reach then, The terrain is rocky with fow trees,

but there arc some vineysrds on th:s hillsidos, and orchards
in the river valleys. The linz of advanc: was pratty vell

- linited to the roads, but in sone places nountein tracks

were discovered and exploited to adventage.  Ifore then orce

" the Cenadirns obtained "their objective by teking ~ route

thrt the cneny considared impassrble. (These paragraphs

arc besad on a study of the naps roferred to in footnote

2 above, of & capturad Italicn nap, scole 1:100,000° sheet

260, 261, 268 and 269, and of sheut J,33/8°~ CAPANIA 1:250,000
- Surplementary Topographical Informction prepared by
Inter=Scrvice Topographical Depertment, December 1942,)

o S During the afternoon of 18 Jul, the G.0.C. held an
"O" Groun (at 322721), at which he orderzd 2 Cén Inf Bde

to advancs through 3 Gdn Inf Bde that night elong the
VALGUARNERA road (W,D., H,Q.,y 2 Cdn Inf Bde, 19 Jui), The
advance started 2t 2105 hrs with Seaforth of C. in the lead,
followed by P.P.C.L.I. I2lf z nile south of VALGUARNERA

(2t 343764), th: eneny hod blown a bridge which foreed the
infantry tc srodecd on foot, withnut motor transport or
suiporting srmse They passed throush th: town about 0430
hrs and after a short rest just to the rorth, they contiruad on
towards LEONFORTE, passin, another derolition abeut one nné
2 half miles furtiher (at 339794), About 1000 hrs, s they
reached » noint (343807) vhore o reilway bridge crosssd the
rocd the Battelion Coriander's susnicions were grovssd and
he gave orders for thc Bettalion to deploy off the Tand.
Almost imnediataly the ceneny cpenrced up with artillery,
nortar end nachine-wun firs on the Cshadizn column,

The Gernans were duz in cbout tws niles to the north on a hill
which irmadiately cormionded o noint (squere 3582) whera' four
roods, a reilwoy and e smell river net. (W,Ds., H,Q., 2
Cdn Inf Bde on- Seaforth of C,y 18-19 Jul; 1 Cén Inf Div
Int Log, 19 Jul, sorisls 93, 96, 103 and 121,)

) 3 and 4,2-inch ~ortars wore quickly brought into action
against the snery positions, but for sons tie »rogress was
slow for lack of immediste artillery support, The fiecld
artillery, still held up by the blown bridzes, was out of
range, but sone fire support wes rcceived fron the Mediun
Reginont. By noon, however, with the briZe repaired, the
whole Divisional Artillery, less 142 Fé@ Regt (S.P,) Zired an
"Uncle" (i.,c. divisionsl) targat of ten rcunds, Several
concentrations were also fired during ths caply afternoon,
while forward observation officexrs conducted observed shooting
throughout the day. (W.D., H.Q,, R.C,A.y 1 Cén Inf Div 1?
Jul; 1 Cén Inf Div, Int Log, 19 Jul, seri-ls 12! and 143,

54, P,P.C.L.I,, who had rzacha2d a2 hill helf & aile to
the south of Seaferth of C,, wer: orderad to attack, Both
Battalions mederrather slow prozress, but during the after-
noon the Gerncns, who wers probably ¢rzatly outnwibered,
deeided to withdraw. %hen P.P.C,L.I; roschal tha enery
positions sarly in the evening, thevy found them evecuatad,
c2lthough a considirsble anount of Gernan cquipnent had been
Jottisonod in the area, Saverel bridges in the vieinity.

-
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(squarce 3582) hnd been 1latt intact, but =ines hpd bzen laid
(14) | Battls casualtiss rencrtel by the A,D.1%.5. for the
day wers four officers gnd 51 other renks, (7,Ds,, HiQ. 2
Cin Inf Bde, Scaforth of €., P.P.C,L.I., ond ADsiliSey 1
Cdn Inf Div, 19 Jul; 1 Cdn Inf Div Int log, 19 Jul, sarizls

123, 124, 125, 126, 159, 160 and 169,)
59 Throughout 19 Jul, 3 Cén Inf Bda rerainad in the
vicinity of the INNA-VALGUARNERA rond junction (3074) for

vhich thay hed fought so stronnously all the previous dar,
Patrols wore sent out to the north and the wast, an? West
N,S.R. n~de¢ contact with Ancrican riconneissance clanents
which ware some throe —iles to ths west, The Americans
renorted that thers had boen a terrific @xplosion in ENNA
the nrevious night; an indicotion that the eneny were
withdrewing fron the town, Crrlt & York R, rar into sone
encny mortar and artillery firs'about a nile to the norths
otherwise the doy wes quist on this flank, (W.Ds. H.Q.

2 Cdn Inf Bde and Wost N.5.R., 19 Jul; 1 &an Inf Div Ind
Log,y 19 Jul, serials 107, 139 125, 146 and 1723 30 Corps
Int Swmary, Ho, 370, 15 Jul,) o

and reorganizing after their battle for the tovm, 48 Hi:
in position a 1iile to the north of the town, suffsred fron
sond eneny shelling, (W,D., H.Q., 1 Cdn Inf Bde znd 48

56, 1 Cén Inf Bde remained around VAICUARNERA restin%r
SY'S

67, Whils 1 Cdn Inf Div was asdvancing north through

VAIGUARNERA towards LEONFORTE, 231 Inf Bde had beon
advaneing on & parnllel axis towards AGINA and about six
~1les to the east (see pars 27 above). On 19 Jul, this
Brigede hod sacured o hridgechoad across tha Dittaino River
at RADDUSA - AGIRA Station and from here they had moved to
within three miles of AGIRA. 'In less than threo days, they
had sdynncad about 30 miles through difficult country and
hod taken over 1000 prisonérs (rnstly Itelizns fro- LIVORNO
Div), but nct without suffering casualties, (W.D,, H.Q.,
231 Bie, 19-20 Jul,) |

58, The eross-roads (squerc 3582) reschsd by 2 CAn Inf
Bde on the eve of 19 Jul were of sona taetical irmortence,
Froe hers sscondery roz?s hronch out, one northwest to ENNA,
a_socond north to LIONFORTE, and & third northeast to
DITTAIFO Station, 4About five —iles north of the Junetion
the niddle road. runs into the nain EVNA - CATANIA hizhway
socre two nilss short of LEONFORTE, itsclf., Loughly parallel
to 1t 2 fourth road runs northenst fro: DITT.INO St=tion
past ASSORO, to ths hiphwav cast of IEQITFORTE, Southwss
of the latisr town thc uwoper Ditteino River cyrossaes the
highway and the centre rozd and flows south:ast past
IITAITO Stotion. (As 2iready indicetad (pare 50 zbovz)
still ancther re=d branchin- off fron tho "™iddle" road
waore it crosses the Dittalno, follows the course of that
river down thréouh DYTTATNQ Stetion on to CATENARUOVA, )

(14) Had these bridges becn blown ‘the advancs would heve
sen delayed for sore hours, Thaerafore aravious

to the atteck an Ingfneor N.C.0., Szt, #.7. Brooks,
nad erept forwnrd alons the dry straea- bed to ssc if
ther bad been sruzersd for derolition and if so
rerova the charges, He returnad sefely with his
raeport aind was loter awoardad the Military “zdel for
this action., (Citation for Sgt, Droolks,) '
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North of the river tho ground rises sharply to over 2000 -
feot ond then flattens out into a high ¥leteau batwaen
LEONFORTE and ACIRA,' ABSOR0, an 2lrost inaccessible town
a nile and a half southeast of LEONFORTE, is nerchzd on =
3000 foot mountain which forms a southern bastion of this
plateru, (Maps; gp.cit,) _ =3

59, That afternoon, the Divisional Cormander outlined his:
plans ot an "Ops" Conference, Io had decidzd te edvance on
a two-brigade front with 2 Cdn Inf Bée continuing towards
LEONFORTE and 1 Cin Inf Bde brenchine out to the right to
teks ASSORO, whences thoy would push on to the highway 2ast
of LECWFORTE, The tnsk was not on 2nsy on2, for both towns
were on very high ground znd the attackers hed to cross the
Dittaino Valley nany hundreds of fect below, As a result
the Gernans, with observation posts -n the ridgs between the
two towns, were able to kesp the acdvaneing Canadians
coentinually under fire, %hils therc was no nre~arranged
artillery barrace, Forward Obssrvation Officers were to call
for fire within their omm boundariecs when asksd for by the
infantry, Also, fror darknesz to 0100 hrs a harassing fire
arograime was to be laid on by the C.R.A. alonz a four

mile stratch of rozd between LEONFORTZE and AGIRA, Intense
bursts of fire 2nd heavy concentrations ware tc be put down
periodically on this stroteh of rosa, 3 Cdn Inf Bfe was to
renaln in reserve in its'»rosent area, while "A" Sguadron,

4 Cdn Recce Regt, with & battery of anti-tonk guns under
cormand, was positioned on ths third road leading towards
ENNA to guard the left Tlank of the ﬁivision's advance,

231 Inf Bde wes . - now to cone under cormand 1 Cdn Inf
Div (sce para 27 above). Its advance on AGIRA was vost-
%oned until LEONFORTE and ASSORO had bean sacurcd, end 1 Cdn
nf Div was ready to odvence on this strongly-helé position
fran the west, (Hist Sec file Sicily/l Cdn Inf Div/C/I,
“GOCfs"OPS" CONFERENCE, 19 Jul 43"s W.Ds., H,@:8, I Can

Inf Blo, 19 Jul and 231 Inf Bde; Hist'Sce’rils Sieily/c/p,
Account of Capt, F.N, Popa, I.O., 2°Cdn Inf Bde,)

60, The ecnsuing operations 4ia not develop as speedily
as was honed, but it is interesting to note tha following
"Foracest of the Future® which the G.0.C. nade st tais
Confercnces '

AS soon os we Nhave ASGORO. ond LEONFORTE and
AGIRA, 231 Béa will re~org in AGIRA grea, 3 Cdn
Inf Bde will be nicked up from nresent erea and
lifted fwd to about rd Junc 463324 (sic).  If the
situnation has been clesared up to tha East, they nay
be bounded further fwad than that. The adv East=-
ward will then cronnenca with 3 Cdn Inf Bde on Right
and 231 Bde on the Left. Whothar or not I put
both renmainis: bdes alonz the Nerthern route
or nne bde bstween cach leading bde I will decide
later but it is cuite likely that 3 Cén Inf Bde
will net be f5llowed up &nd it will in effect
baeome a cdet which will have to operste on its
own,

3 C&n Inf Bde wll have under cond the whole of
the 5P Rezt and the 3.7 How Bty which joine@ us today
anc¢ one sqn tks,

_ ~

Adv  alonz Northern route will be supported by y
the whols of the remaining Div Arty inciuding the h
Med Reat. That adv will have to o on . Very narrow
front an” the whols of the s» cen be con.cantratad
on a narrow front, '

("00C"s “OPS™ CONFERENCE, 19 Jul 43%, on,cit,)
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tovn on a ¥Yank Jezp end so arrived deep in the herrt

of ENNA with tho anerican vanguard, . Who took the town?
Who' knows? Actually I think Cpl. Jackson was tha first
out of the jzep whon it errivaed at “ha town squere

anc to hin should 3o tha honoun of the eapturs of

ENNL by Canacions, :

The town had alrsady been evacuatad'hy the Germens and was
now left safely in the hands of th: Anericen Allies, (Hist
Sae filg, Sieily/4 Cion Racce Regt/C/D, "L Trip to Znna',

20 Jul, :

67. The G.0.C. hell his daily "O" Group Conference at
1800 hrs, 20 Jul, His intention remcined the sate nz—ely
& two-fold attack on the hill Loy of 4SSORO ~nd 1EONFOSIE
by 1 2nd 2 Cin Inf Baes respectively, The advzncs was to
b2 reswed at 2240 hrs end the Divisionol Ertillery was to
out dowm internittont harassing firc from 2100 to 0109 hrs
on the road erst fron LEONFORTE to LGIRA, and porticularly
on the road junction (356941) whara the road fronSSORO
“Joimecd the highwey, (W,D,, Heley R.C.4.; 1 C2n Inf Div

20 Jul,) B8ince tho snsuing opersation wes carrizd out {n
two distinct parts, 22¢h lasting several days, they will be
doalt with separately,

LEONFORTE, . 21-22 JUL

68, ‘Seaforth of C, were orceres to take over the lead
fror: Edrn R, on the o Cdn Inf Bde front, ‘The eraters
pPreviously resorted as blocking the road into LECNFORTRE hed
by now been ropaired by the Enginecors, an? tha Battalion

went shend vithout ¢ifficulty as far egs o large band in the
road irmeidiately south of tha “o'm,  During the early nornin
hours of 21 Jul thoy took un Dogiticns on the high zround
¢ast of the road, A deep ravine still senarated them from
the hill on the western shouldey of which the towm wes
situeted, cbout a nila to the northwest, The rain bridge
across tha ravine was Gerolished and tho approaches completely
Cenied by snony fire, " As the lizht: grew, the Conadians cerec
under hsavy rnachinc~zun fire, but for thé ti-e Yaing this

was offactivaly ceslt with by their threc=-inch ortars,
Heanwhile, the ertillery becan ransing on the sauthern slope
of ti2 town sn? on verious encry torgets with considaradle
Success, Indeced, the Infantry wer:s now as Pleased with the
ertillery Subbort as they “2d been isplensed tha day bafore,
Dcsultory,fi;hting continued throughout the roraing, A

few casualties were inflicted by tha eneny!'s guns =znd a few
Gernans ware talen arisoner, The Battalion was to open :ts
main ~ttack on tha tnim at 1630 hrs, following a Divisional
Artillery concentration, The att-ck nover started, however,
for by 111 fortunc sorie of this concentration fell short and
landed rizht on the Battalion's Headquartsrs, causing
considerable casusrlties an¢ confusion, The Briziade Cormander
on hearinc ‘of the incident cacided to postnone the attack
until 2130 hrs ane substituted Edmn R, for 5eaforth of C.
(W,Ds, F.Q.y 2 Con Inr Bce, and Seaforth of Coy 20-21 Juls
%6gﬂ? e DY Tat toz, 21 Jul, ‘scrinls 274, 279) 305 mns

69, The Ecdnontons were in o gopd position ta take over

fron the Seaforth, becsusa furinz the ¢ay thay had advzanced

on to the forwara slope of Ifount Stolla (square 3591) less than
e nile to the southaast of the lattop Battalion, Tho nizht
attack was preceded by ancther Divisional.&rti]lery concentrate
ion reportad to- have been thoe heaviest to datc’, This was
followed by mortan and nachine-gun fire by the Brigace

Suvport Groun (Sask, L.I.) which included a certain numbary
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there was much confusion,® Whole conpanles seened
W to be nissing and each snall group thouszht 1tself
i : the sole survivor of the larger body - evarybody
‘geened to think that 211 was lost and that the

eneny was really in much greater sirength than had
orizinally been reported, ILittle by little, how=-
ever, snall groups began to come back and iE was
found- the picture was not as black as it seered,

(Account of Lt.~-Col., Lindsay, op.cit,)

Liccording to the Brigades War Diary, Lt,-Col, Jefferson
finally found it. necessary to order his Battalion to with-
draw, but. he hinself with about 100 nen renained cut off
in the centre of the tewn, All this tine ths sappers of
1 Pl, 3 Cdn Fd Coy, had been working valiantly in'the dark
: | and under continuai.eneny fire.' Witnesses pay glowing
1, tributes to- their feat in bridging the rervine underthese
: conditions, but their own account nonchalantly reported that
"the fire was slightly high and the work continued as
though the platoon was on =2 traiaing exercise", Because of
its importance, the C.,R.E., Lt,-“0l, G. Walsh, hinself care
forward and supervisecd the job, Before morning a 40-foot
Bailey Bridge hed been conpleted, thus opening the road into
the town and naking nossible the speedy relief of the
_ . troops trapped inside, ! Neanwhile, the Cormnander of 3 Cdn
1 F2 Coy, MajJor K.J. Bouthern, with a few privates fron the
S\ Ednonton Resiment advanced beyond the bridge to the entrance
b " of the town where they ceme upon a German force consisting
of two tonks, a machine-gun pest and scrne 20 infantry,.
By a display of snall arris fire they stopped the tanks
fron noving forward and interrupting the bridging work,
which they could have done, At this point, Major G.A,
Welsh, Comnanding 90 Cdn A,Tk Bty, arrivad on the scene,
Appreciating the situation he returned to his Battery
under nachine~gun fire to get one of his six pounders into
action ageinst the enemy strong point, A subaltern, Lt,
C.H. Murcoch, wheeled the sun into position, manned it
hinself and, although uncer heawvy fire des%roying the cneny
nachine-un nost and foreced the tanks io withdraw, Meane
while, Major Welsh had egain gone forward to the eneny
nositions nnd with the help of two engineers captured
20 Germen prisoners (19). (¥.D,, H.?., 2 Cdn Inf Bde, 22
Julsy Account of Cept Pope and 3 dan’ Fd Coy Account, opscit,;
Citations for Lt.-Col, Walsh, Major Southern, HMajor Welsh,
Lt, Mardoch, ‘It Dickson, Sgt McPhee and Spr, Johnston,)

725 During the night "C" Company of P,P.C.L.I. and a
squadron of 12 Cdn Tks had been noved up the road to the
Reer Battalion Headquarters of Edrn R, (at 348922) about a
quarter of a nile short of the bridge, in order to protect
the left flank of the attacking forces and to deal with
cnemy nortar and nachine-gun nests interferinz with the
Engineecrs! bridging work, During the early norning both
tanks anl iafantry alens the road were under intense eneny
nortar fire. About this time Brigodier Vokes cane for=
ward in order to find out what was heppening, Sinecs there
was still no wireless corrmunication to Eédrnn R, an officer
fron the Dieconnaissance Squadron had been sent forward into

-

(19)  ILt.-Yol. Walsh, Major Southern, Major Welsh, Lt
Murcdoch, Lt, N.¥, Dickson, No., 1 Platoon Cormander
D,16076 Scrgeant, R.R. McPhee znd » Sapper
C.2027 L.A, Johnston, all rsceived awards for the
night's work (Citations, op.cit,).
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the town, and at graat personal risk had returned with

valuable information regarding th: situation (20),

On recs=ipt of this news the Brigade.Connander decided %o

risk sending a "flying colurn" to enter the town by the nain

reoad in broad daylight. This colunn was to consist cof

o troop of four Sherman tanks, & troon of four anti-tank guns

and "C" Company.of P.P.C,L.I. Part of the lagtter were nounted

on the "quad" tractors snd guns of the snti-tank troop,

-while the remainder narched behind, (W.Ds., H.Q., 2 Cén

Inf Bde, P.P.CiL.I. 2nc 12 Cdn Tks, 22 Julj Hist Sec file
Sicil¥/ Cdn Inf Bde/C/D, Accounts of Lt,-Col. Lindsay,

g and ¥aj R.,C, Colenan, P,P.C.L.I,3 Citetion for

Lt, H,T, Carsocn,) % : #

73 At 0900 hrs the tanks, followe? by the "quads"

and puns, raced down the rcad across the newly bullt bridge
and up the long hill into LEONFORTE, They were under heavy
rachine=gun fire riost of thc way, but thanks to the break-
neck speed, they reached the town with only one casualty,

and the eneny nachine=-sun posts quickly surrendered.

Surprise and speed had nade the initial attack rost efiective
(21),(ibid,s Citations for Capt, R.C. Coleman, Lt. G.C. Evans,

Set, J, Towe =nd L/Bdr R.A. Bennet,)

74, " The infantry now disrmounted fron the guns and
Immediately engaged in house to house fi:hting, working

their way into the centre of the town, where, by 0945 hrs,
they found the lost band of Edmn R, holding out in a wine
cellar, The anti-tank guns were particularly effective in
support, firing sorne 20 rounds and knocking out scveral
eneny nachine~-gun posts and riortar positions at close rance,
The remaining conpanies of P.P.C.L.I. were now sent for-
ward to explolt this success, "C" Company continued on up the
naln road against stiff opposition., At the northern end

of the town they were uneble to advance further in this
direction, but one platoon was sent around to the right

where it succeeded in seizing the raillway station and forecing
tha eneny to withdraw several hundred yards up the tracks.,

(ibid,) =

75 Back nezr the centre of the town the Conadisn tanks
had met an eneny tank and destroyed it at the point-blank
ranze cof- ten’ yards, Unfertunately, however, the wreckage
of this tank blocked the main road te all Canadian wshicles
for- sone tine., When the road was eventually cleared, the
Shernans again acvanced, but the leading tank was knocked
out by a dual-purpose eneny gun which had been causing

the infantry considerable trouble and which was finally
disposed of by nortar fire, Two nore German tanks were also
destroyed during the day. By early afternoon, "AY and "B"
Companies of P.P.C.L.I. had reached the centre of the town
and nade contact with "C" Conpany. It now appeared thet the
enemy held positions on two high feetures, one to the east
end one to the west, fron which .they cormnanded the town,
These positions would have to be stormed and taken before

-

(20) - The officer, Lt, H.T, Carson, was awarded the Militery
Cross (Cita%ion, op.cit,).

(21) Capt, (shortly afterwards Major) R.C. Colénan in
chargze of this force was awarcec the Military
Cross for his "leadership and skill" in carrying
out the task. Lt. G.C, Evansy G,4030 Sgt. J. Towe
and G,4164 L/Br Bennet'all ‘of 90 Cin A,Tk Bty also
recsived awards for the 'outstanding part they played
in the- operation, (ibid,) '
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@ : ASSORO, 20-22 JUL
78, - --ﬁuﬁ%b?macm,.tm-en,20.Jul, 1 Cdn Inf Bde
had. reachecd DITTA Station and turnsd up the road leading

past ASSORO. to the ENNA-CATANIA hipghway, Jjust to the east

of LEONFORTE, Hast & P.EiR. were instructed to prepare

for an attack on ASSORO that night. The-Cormandins Officer,

1 -~ L&.~Col. B,A. Sutecliffe, E.D,, and his Intelligence Office=.
{Cept, 11,H,B, Cockin, went forward into the R.C.ii. area to
.neke o reconnaissance. In order to zet a2 good wview of. the

© ground they rmoved to. & forward position where they took
shelter in a shallow weajon pit, for a steady harassing fire
fron eneny norters snd 83 mn suns was raking the R.C.R.
positioris, About 1430 hrs on 88 rnn shell hit a branch and
burst a faw feet over their heads killing Lt.-Col, Sutcliffe
and nortally wounding Capt. Cockin., Major the Lord Tweedsnmuir
took over comnand of the Battalion and with the company
cormanders went forward to nake another reconnaissance to
detornins ‘tha route for the advance, (W.D,,.Hast & P.E.R,,
20 Jul; Account ¢f Maj, Carpbell and Capt. Waugh, gp,cit,)

79. The light was failing, but all slong the horizon to
the north they could see the mein escarpment running from :
LEONFORTE through ASSORO on castwards towerd AGIRA, Directly
ahead was the enornous silhouette of the ASSORO fsature
rising above everythins slse., The only direct aporoach
was by the winding rocad to the lsft, but they knew that the
CGermans would have this well covereé and that such a direct
attack would be sulcide, A conceivable alternative seemed
to be a cross-country approach around to the right and a
clinb up the very steep castern slope of the nountain,
Fron where they stood, it was hard to tell whether this would
be possible, but Major Tweedsmuir felt that it was worth
naking an a%tempt. He hoped that the Gormans would think
that anrattack fron this side was inpossible and would leave
it unguarded, : To further deceive the eneny, arrangements
- were nade with 48 Highrs to send. three carriers racing up

the -road ‘with -instructions to-turn around -as soon &s thay
| ware shot aty This was done about last 1lirht and the carriers
got half way to ASSORO before the Germens opened fire on :
then, at which point they withdrew as ordered. (Verbal
evidencs of Lt,-Col, Tweedsmuir given in conversation with
the writer, 9 Mar 45,) ' :

go, - Fron 2100 hrs until 0100 Krs the Divisional Artillery
and 7 Med Re¢t R.A., uncder its cormand, brought down inter-
nittent harassing fire on the highway east of LEONFORTE and
especially on the road junction, 356941 (W,D,, H.Q., R.C.4,,
1 Cdn Inf Div, 20 Jul; seec para 67 above), At 2130 hrs
Hast & P.E.R. noved o}f, led by a specially forrmed M"assault"
conpany composed of twenty of the fittest nen from each

of the rifle companies, armed with riflesy, and a few brens,
and carrying bandoliers and no other aguiprent, The -
Battalion followed 2 circuitcous cross-country routs gver
very difficult terrain around to the eastern slope of the
rnountain on which ASSORO was built, They narched silently
in brilliant noonlight, but from tine to tinme, the silence
was broken by the barking of dogs in the fa=inm houses which
they passed along the way., Once they heard a bell tinkle
and a boy, fast asleep on the back of a mule, passed right
through their ranks, woke up zs if in a drcan to sec

these foreign helmeted nen all around hin and dropped back:
to sleep again, little realizing how close he had, come to
being shot by the tense soldiers, Three quarters of an
hour beforc first 1ight, the Battalion found itself at the
base of the nain feature which still towered about 1000
feet above then, divided by forty-seven steep terraces and
topped by‘pn'olé nedieval castle, Moreover, irmediately
ahead there lay a forty foot deep ravine wi%hfab501utely
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srooth sides forming a natural noat to the stronghold .
which they were going to assault. It looksd impossible but.
they went ahead, discovered' a goat track down the ravine,
and clanbered up the other side, So far they had been un-
observed by .the cneny whoj; as had been hoped, assumed an
atteck on this side of the town was hunanly arpossible,
However, the Cznadian Battallon, led "y Major Tweeds mir,
who was hinself an experienced riountaineer, proceseced to
derionstrate that such was not the case, (ibid,s W.D.

Hast & P.E.R., 20 Julj Account of Maj. Cmujtpbe and Capt,
Weugh, op,cit,3 Bvidence of Lt,-Col, Tweedsmuir, op.cit.)

81. Tine was growine short and thoy irmediately began
the clinb, the special company on the left cdrmanded by
Capt, AR, Canpbell and the cther three conpanies led by
Major Tweedsmulr on the right, "It was a very steep clindb
and the nen were so tired thet it seened impossible to contir -C.
However, it ,was jnperzative that they reach the top before
theFinCreasing daylizht zave away their exposed position on
the steep nountain side, By super=hurian cffort they reachad
the suriit within helf an hour fron when they started the
clinb, Igjor Tweedsruir. leadins his sroup cautiously
looked around the corner o6f the old castle and to his
surprise saw no enery, Further to.the left, however, they
could hear‘the Bren pun fire wherg the gpecial company had
corme upon a Gernan observation post an? quickly disposed of
its personnel, (ibid.) _ s

82, - Fron hers they could see a convoy of eneryy vshicles
coriing along the road which wound up the western side of

the hill towsrds the town which also lay on the hillside
irmediately below =nd to th: north of the Cenndian positions.
They opened fire, knocking out at least eirht of these vehi. .-
and forcing the eneny teo withdraw to positions beyond

the town, One conpany tiien noved into ASSORO itself, but
shortly the eneny counter-attacked and confused fighting
resulted, OSnipers, sone of then civilians, rerizined in the
town and ceuscd considerablée trouble, A temporary lull
ensued but after a short tine the whole Battalion area,

which was extrenely srall, cane under a very heavy and -
concentrated, nortar ~nd artillery bonmbardment fron the

eneny guns which had been firing on® LEONFORTE, During

the three hours that followed, it was estinated thet between
two and three hundred shells of all calibrers fell In this
area, but despite the fact that the rocky nature of the
mountain top nade digesing inpossible, casualkies were
niraculously light, The Gernans hopsd to force the Canadians
to withdraw, but were quite unsuccessful, On the contrary

_several nore patrols succeeded in penetrating into the town

ané takinz a lar;e nunber of nrisoners., A zood observation
post gstablished and fire from the supporting Artillery
was brought down on the eneny zun positions which eoculéd bLe
clearly seen across the road below then, By 1500 hrs

the German fire had beconc "spasmodic .and ineffective”,
(ibld.; 1 Can:Inf Div Int Log, 21 Jul, serial 302,)

5 0 Meanwhils an attarpt ha” been nade by the "F' and

"A" Echelon vehicles of the Battalion to rezch the town

via the road which wound up the western side of the hill,

It had been arranged that when the hill was cleared the
Infantry on top would fire a grecn Very light. Unfortunately
the Gernans used this same signel in celling for mortar

fire with the result that the Canadian vehicles cane

up the road under circunstances that were never intended,
They ren into ivery heavy eneny firz and were forced to turn
around and withdraw, suffering many casualties, (ibid.)

&
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During the day R.C,R. and 48 Highrs had renained on either
side of the rozd ebout three niles ssuth of ASSORO (at
390880 and 389861 respectively). (1 Cdn Inf Div Int Log,
21 Jul, scrial 348.) .

84, By last light tho eénery, under cover c¢f nortar firoc,
attenpted to counter-attack, The Conadians were so tired
that they were practically asleécp and the Gernnons advanced
alnost to the top of the hill, Artillery fire was immediately
ccnlled for and the first shells landed on the Hast & P.E.R.
positions. Correcticns were quickly sent over the wireless,

. and the artillery then procetded te breck up the cneny
attack with nost successful concentrations, It had been

a clusg erll, The renainder of the night wos uneventful
éxcept for on dccasional salvo.of eneny artillery which was
answerad by the guns of the Mediun Reginment, (W.D., Host &
P,H,R,y 21 July Evidence of Lt.-Col. Pweedsnuir, cp.cit.)
85 By evening, Hast & P.E.R., were without focd and
running shcrt of anmunition, and were still out of touch
with <the rest of the Brigede. Capt, W.K, Stockloser, ond
R.S.HM, Duffy, . volunteered tc return by the difficult cross-
country route tc Brigpnde Headquarters, wher: they notified

the Brigade’ Cormonder, Brigsdier H.,D. Grchenm, of the situaticn,

Lt,.-Col, Crowe, who was present at cnee offercd to provide
an;R,C.R, party to ecarry in the rations on? arrmuniticn.
During the afternccn, this Bettalicn hed sent several
patrols tcwards ASSORO, but they had been held up and
suffered s.ne casualties. The carrying party crgonized

that night, fared betier, It consisted of ebout a hundred
voclunteers, stripped of all their equipnent ond carrying o
full dey's reations cnd symundticn for the Battalion, stowed
in their snall packs,which they had enmptied of o1l their
perscnal possessions, .in sone Everest pecks and in
bandeliers arcund. thelr necks, By nidnight they werc rasdy
and storted cff over the difficult uphill rcute, escorted -
by another ccrpany of R.C,R. After a three hcur narch,

they gct through undetected by the eneny and returned with-
ofit inecident during the carly norning, while the troops in
ASSORO. recuived their first retions in 36 hours. (Account by
Maj. Powers, op.cit,s W,Ds,, R,C.,R¢ 2nd Host & P,E/,R.y 21
Jul; Evidence f Lt.-Col. Tweedsmir, op,cit,)

86. At the Brigade "O" Group necting on the afternocon

of 21 Jul, the Brigade Commander crdered 48 Highrs' t¢ ncve
forword tc assist Hast & P.E.,R. in ASSORO, The Highdpnders
ncved up the valley by woy of the road, ond shortly cofter
nidnight the twe leading companies began to attack the heights
to the southwest ond scuthenst of the town. At dewn they
were able to clear the eneny from this sector thus permitting
the Enginecrs to fill in a rovad crater (at 372911) which had
prevented the supperting arns fron getting their treonsport
forward, The renaining two companies now advanced and the
Battalion tock up a positicn on the ‘main rond west ¢f ASSCORO,
where 1t was mortored and shelled by the enery throughout
‘the day, suffering a nurber o¢f casualties. One comnpany
entered the town and contact with Hast' & P.E.R. was nade,
Several cneryy vehicles ond one 88 mm gun were captured ond

60 Italian priscners teken, (W.D., 48 Highrs, 21-22 Julj

Hist Sec File Sicily/1 €dn Inf Bde/C/D, Account of Lt.-Col,
I.S. Johnstun, 48 Highrs; 1¢dn Inf Div Int Log, 22 Jul,
serial 448,) '

87. A squadron of 12 Cdn Tks was cordered to assist 48
Highrs in their asszult. Although the road was now re-
paired and the infantry were on’'the ASSCRO heights ohead of
then, the advence of the tank squadron was by no means ensy
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for there were still dangercus’ eneny, nachine-gun and nortar
posts ccncealed ¢n the rugred hillside, "Moroover, the road

- the tanks ncw had to asccnd would have, been a.difficult

route for that type of vehiele ot ~ny time. . The Tonk
Ragiment's Diary Jdcscerilid the situatiun as fcllows:

The ridges, along the appruaches to ASSORO, .
werec heaviiy defended by nortar and machine
gun Tire, which the infantry cculd not lo-
cate. Tha dagdly firc from these concealed
positions had blcked the rocds with dead
vehicles of all tyves. To even show a por-
ticn of cnel's cnet ny to thesc ridges meant
2 terrific fusilsde of enceny fire. The'
appreacht the o unt-:tin pesiticns held 'by

0w the enemy consisted of a steep, rnarrow wind-

vt « inf voad, with .ony "OU" turns,’ The outside

© of %he rupd wag unorctected ‘and with

shecr drops of twu cr.three hundred feet in
nany places., It lcoked inpossible but -~
Licut, Waldren, commanding No. 1 troop, led
his trocp ur a b~ulder strewn cutting and,
with steady: blasts cf 75 mm HiR., succeedad'
in clearing the encuy frun their positions

in the nmany coves in the ncuntain side,.

The eneny had nct considered ‘thet anyone
woulil be foolhariy enough to take tanks up

there, They were nistaken ... and paid for
it. Unable to cintact the inf-ntry, the

trcep had to re=-in in their pcsitions for
several hours, Eventually ccntact was nade,
and, ‘at approxinatdly 1100-hours, the ‘in- .
fantry advonced urider the cqveriny fire

fronn the tanks aid ‘sgeured the ridge. Licut,
Waldron's trocop was forced -to stay on the
ridge all nigat, apld 2 ghastly mess of

burned and shut up vehieles, with burned bodies
strewn sbeut then and brenthing the unforget-
able stench of Purne? hunan flesh, . - . '
‘s The road had brcken away under the .
'welzht of (cne ¢f the, tanks) and “t was bal=
anedd - on the edge of the cliff with o guod 500
foot drop imrediately beside it, It looked ‘

" Iike an inpossible jJob to recover it, but

:'after several hours work it wes finally zet °

~'back on the road again by a British Heavy
Recovery perty, vho had clained that it was
the ﬂost difficult Job they had ever attenpted.

L

. (W.D., 12 cdn Tks, 21 Julj octually -this
_ entry should hawve been nade under 22 Jul.)

88, .The Host & P.E.R. positicn was now scnewhat healthier,
although Spaswafic nortaring and snell arms fire from snipers
centinued, The artillery whose excegllent cbservation post
comranded an’ area far tc¢ the eneny's reary kept up = ceascless
harassing fire against his cormunicaticns and gun positions
nany of which were knocked out., During the day, nost of th»
woundéd were evacuated, snd the Battalion's pacre turicd

the ¢ight ren whé' had beun killed during the stay cn the

hill - as well as the eneny desd in the vicinity, H:ost &
P.E.K, also took & large nurber of Italian prisoncrs who
were put to werk evacuating the wounded =nd helping with

_supplies, tasks which they were reported to have: perforned

nost willingly,. By 1400 hrs ASSORO was at last reportced
clear cf the eneny, (W, D., Hast & P.E.R., 22 Jul,) .
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-89y The Hast & P.E.R. action- at ASSORO was cne of the
< nost significant os well as cne of the nost drnnatic events
of | the whcle“canpnign, (23) Aceocrding tg the Divisicnal
Connander: their surprist penetration inte the strong encny
positions on the nountoin upset the whole German plan of
defence and foreced o large withdrawal on the ASSORO front
which made it impcssible to hold LEONFORTE much longer,
SR - 105 T ). LHONFORTE end ASSORO were really two phescs cf the
F e ;Af .same attle for /the Gernans had to hold the whele ridge or
3 withdral fren it altogether. However,.since:LiCNFORTE
- cormanded ‘the nain road they had'. annitted the. better part
" of their fcree (1 Pz Gr Regt) to the defence of this town.
J The vaisignal Inteiligence Sunnary of 23 Jul nade the
following ebservationa cpncerning the Gernen positions:
For the rirst tite, the Germans fought
all three bas cf 1 Pz Gren Regt as ©one
- tactical fornsticn., After the fell of
LSSOR0O the ccys (3 Bn?) fighting there
were moved .n tc defend LEONFORTE.
During 22 Jul all threc¢ bns were identi-
ficd in ani about the latter tow, - it
first lizhe S tks' and sbout 75 inf :
- penetratel back into LEONFORTE, ‘This
. .resolute dofence is something new,
. - Hitherto the Gernan rearguard hes pulled
stakes cleznly and retired some 8 cr 10
niles tc a new pcsn., The fact that they
are not wluntarily retiring from their
_ latest suvrong pcint but are fighting fcr
3o, every yd of ground indicates that we. are
nearing scnething like 2 serious. defence.
* . .zong., Beyond doubt they would have held
EEOHFORT“ ‘had they ‘not been driven out cf

L

Regardinh 1 Pz Gr Regt (15 Pz Gr Div) the, aummary remarksd:

The ccndition of this Regt rust now be
. serdous, Crpfured document shows

losses cf 2 Bnup tc 21 Jul to be 7

offrs, 230 ORs, 1 Bn is estinated

ta have lcst 385 211 ranks,  We have

Just recentiy net 3.Bn,. but already

Pi total over 100, and 10 Coy appears
- all but wiped out We rmust expect a
~re-crganization cf the Regt anytine now,...

(Hist Seec File Sicily/l Cdn Inf Div/L/F,
Int Sunnary No. 5, 23 Jul.)

(23) + 0ddly enough while there were 21 awards for LEON®(RTE,
: there was cnly one for ASSORO which went to Capt.
R.M, Dillon of R.C.R, who led a cerrier patrocl in the
vieinity, There were no awards to Hast & P,E.R.
Ten recormendaticns were made by Major Tweedsmuir
from North Africa, where he had been evacuated as
a result cf a wound received a few days later,
But by  the tine these reached the Battalion the
deadline for ncnminations. had been passed and as a
result Hast & P,E,R. falled to receive the decorstions
which they would seem to have well deserved,

_."
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93¢ The 13 Ccrps attnek through the PRIMOSOLE bridge-
ead on the wght 17/18 Jul (para 25 abdve) praoverd sbertive,
and “the genersl line of” this Corps! frent remained un-
ch@hﬁéd;.'ii;fﬁ)gniv'qn the right *flerik of 30 Corps, after
erossing the DITTAIND River (para 26 sbcve) drove through
GERBINI (742748) ‘and SFIRRO '(705785). © On 21 Jul, howeverg
this Division was counter-attacked in the GERBINI areca and
ferced té withdraw to the Qdrie of the DITTAINO. Thus, it
sheculd be'rezlized, that by 22 Jul 1 Cdn Inf Div and 231
Inf Bﬁé-wéreébgﬁki&erablypfarthar north then the rsst of
the Ei‘cb‘th wo 1bids'; w.oD. G.S. "- Main HuQ. 5 30 60 rps,
July, Appx "B"g Sitreps, 18-23 Jul; - 30 Corps Int Surmaries
19 and 20 ul.) - ;

24.  In the air, the 111ies were grestly superior to the
eneny. By 21 Jul 27% squadrons of Spitfircs and Kittyhawks
were cpercting -fren erptured airfields cn the island, while
henvy bonbers were cn cverright e2ll from Nerth Africe,

21 (H) Div and 1 Cdn In® Div now each hsd & section of

654" Air 0.P. Squadron unider copmand; * twe cther secticus
were in Corps Reserve, - The cneny's situstion in the sir
was surned upﬁbyathé:3glcorpsl"Air‘the" ¢f 17 Jul:

The eneny is now cutnumbereéd in
SICILY by cur fighters; his -avail-
able bomber foree has slwiAys been
snaller. ‘He has mot enounh fighters
tc escort bofbers -and ¥t is' unlikely
that the ftwaffc will appear again
dn fores, All ené eireraft now:
return to the nainland of Italy for
the nie,ht.

(W.D., Main H.Q., 30 CorPps,
Appx- DV, /ir Wotes 17 & 51 Jul,)

1 Every dey .attacke were msde cn egneny held towns
~ 'such as C.I4NIA, ADERNC, PATERNO, RANDAZZO, NICOSIZ,
'TROINA and MISTERRIANCO with the general inbention F eresbing
rcad” blocks: ant cecnsequent econfusion, Fneny transpoert cn
the roads betweern those tewns was econtinually bermbed end
strafed, The story was ruch the sesme fron dey to day, but
perhaps 22 Jul was cne ¢* the best.  On this day, a larse
column cf 300 enemy vehicles ond guns was scen noving west
fron RANDAZZO through TRUINA. It was borbed anéd strafed
continubusly. while in the afterncon snaller groups of
vehieles cn reads in the LEONFORTE -~ NICOSIL - TROINA
' Area were alsc attacked by Xittybenmbers, By 1800 hrs,
156 scrties had been flowny 65 "flamers" sccred rnd at
least as riany wehicles dérnaged. Hoads were cratered at
a nunber of points, Fighter bonmbers alsc hit a 5000-ton
ship in CATANIA Harbour while 120 Mitchell scrties were
nede ageinst other eneny held towns,' During the sane day,
unfertunately, scric vehicles of 1 Cdn Inf Div were bembed
by mistake Ly the R.L.F.50on¢ rlone wos shet down, (ibid.,
Alr Netes 19, 20, 21 and 22 Jul,s 1 Cin Inf Div Int Loz
22 Jul, serial 427; Hist Sec file Bicily/l Cin Inf Div/&/T,
ggt§3unu;A§ticn by R.A.F." sppended tc Instrueticns for
- Jd s = - i 2

‘964 - It had now becone apparent that tc take CATANIA and

its airfields by a frontal assault would be a long and costly
operation. ‘Theréfore, on 21 Jul the frny Cormeander held =
-mecting et his ‘headquavters at which he outlined the situaticn
end proeceded t¢ dirget o8 follows:

L




(2)

(3)

(4)

On the
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(1) 13 Corys end 51 (H) Div.were to reorganize, .

naintain their present gains and "keep the
Gernans in the area by periodical. small
attacks"y 1 Cdn Inf Div was "tc continue
without restreint directed on ADRANO."

£11 field artillery was to be linited tc 30
rcunds rer gun pér day except that with 1

Cdn Inf Div: S.P. amnnunition was even shorter
ancd was.tc be linited tc 2 rounds per gun

per doy except in the case of & Gernman attoack,

78th Infantry Division was buing crdered
over frcm North Africajy it was to cone
under. 30 Corps and tc be brought by metor
transport to a tentative ccnecentration area
arcund RAMACCA. - X

30 Corps to prepéfa for a Corps offen-

A e

sive on the road centres. in the ADERNO areca
.and thence north on RANDAZZO as scon as two

" brigade .groups ¢f B Div were ready in the
" Corps aree which weculd be until after

1 Lug.

? (W.ﬁ.,'G.S.j Main 30 Corps,
vy ¥ Jﬂl?,.ff_?}fl:"BB".) :

Twc nessages fron GenéQal Mbnxégnary toc General- Alexander,
dated 21 and <2.Jul, further indicate the situasticn, In
the first he saids Y

Eneny resistance about CATANIA and in foct-

hills through HISTERBIANCO and PATERNO was fcund
last night to be very great (,) I have won the bhattle
for the plain ¢f CATANIA =2nd an in pcssession of
practically the -whele of-it (.)  We are paking -
new alrfields on South edge of plain but thesc will
be in range cf lcng range artillery fron MISTERe
BILNCO area (.) Heat in the plain is very greot
and ny troops are getting wery tired (.) Duringz
the past 10 drys we have driven eneny into Ncrth-
East corner of island (.) He is determined to hold
fast on his left flank about CATANIA and further
attacks here by me¢ will mean heavy losses (.) I

an therefcre going tg hold cn my right and will
continue operaticns on ny left against ADRANO (.)
Will give 78 Div to 30'Corps sc that 30 Corps can
have greater strength into cperation ncrth tcwards
BRONTE (,) " Twe things are now very importent

(o) First.(.) Americen thrust Eastwards along Nerth
coast rcad towards MESSINA (.) Second (,) The full
welght of all alr power that can be made available

- froo North Africa rust be turned on to the cneny

arny now henmmed in to the North TEast corner cf
SICILY, i

following day'he wrotes

After very heavy fighting agsinst German troops
Cenadl~ns captured LEONFORTE today (,) Eheny
reinforcing celumn cf 200 MT and guns moving

on NICOSIA was snashed up by air attack (,) Loeal
eneny counter attacks-at LEONFORTE were beaten

off (.) This impcrtant centre of rosd communication
is being firmly held and the thrust of Canndian

Div Eastwerds fron LEONFORTE towards AGIRA and
ADRANO has now begun (.) 231 Bde moving egeoinst
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AGIRA frcm the South is now within two
nlles of that place (.) When 78 Div.

has arrived I shall put in a BLITZ attack
surported by all pessible air power .on .
thrust line ADRANO - BRONTE - RANDAZZO S.)
Date for this will be about 1 August (,:
This attack if successful should zalncst )
finish the business provided American thrust
Eastwards along Northern coest road’ is heavy -
and sustained. 4 _

(W.D., Main B.Q., Eighth !rny, July,
Appx "Z%]

97.  On 22 Jul, General Montgenery visited 1 Cdn Inf Div
Headquarters where he cecnferred with Major General Sincnds
and efterwerds net scme war corrcspondents (W,Ds., G.S.,

-PREIIHINARlES TO THE EASTWARD DRIVE, 22-23 JUL

98. . While 1 and 2 Cdn Inf Bdes were attackirg ASSORO
and LEONFORTE, 3 Cdn Inf Bde, which had noved up arcund

~ VALGUARNERA during the night 19/20 Jul, was sent ecast to-

cooperate with 231 Inf Bde, and attack down the DITTAINO
Valley towards LIBERTINIAand CATENANUOVA, The Brigade
began to leave ;the VALGUARNERA area early on 21 Jul

noved east by a seccndary rcad which, two niles nor%h
RADDUSA, r=n *nto the RADDUSA - AGIRA road that 231 Bde hed
core up twc days befcre, During the afterncon all three

. battalions took up pcsiticns on the higg ground on ‘either

side cf the latter road (in squares 45 4581 and 4681)
and about a nile south ¢f RADDUSA - acIRA Station. (W.Ds.,
HeQey 3 C@n Inf Bde, West 'N.S.R. and H.Q., 231 Bde, 21
Julj Appx 47 West N. S R. Diary, shows the route taken fron
VALGUARNERA. Scrie other naps narked by Divisicnal Head-
quarters show ancther route via DITTAINO Station, but
Capt, Cunninghen, whe dirccted the convoy out cf VALGUARNERA
confirns the West N, S.R. nap,)

99. That night West N.S.R., with cne battery of artillery
in support, were ordered forward to seize LIBERTINIA a
village abcut four niles further east (see para 164 beclow).
The Battalion pmade a right flanking novenent by & eross
country treck through the hills south cf the river, reached
the village by 0200 hrs and reported it clear., They then
dug in on the high ground tc the south and east., Through-
cut the fcllowing day, hcwever, they were subjected to
eneny artillery fire and suffered sone casualties, During
the afterncon the Brigede Support Group's ncrtars were
brought intc actilon. (W’D. West N.S,Rey 21-22 Julj 1 Cdn
Inf Div Int Log, 21-22 Jul, serials 363, 383, 394, 462. 471,
473, 477 end 478.)

100,  During 22 Jul, R. 22¢ R, neved a short distance
down the velley sbout a mile to the east f RADDUSA - AGIRA
Staticn, while Crrlt & York R. crossed the river in crder
to toke. over a position held by 1 Hanps (231 Bde)at 478850
just east of *the rcad tc AGIRA. The latter Battalion then
jeined the rest of 231 Bde which had renained in contact
with the eneny throughocut 21-22 Jul in-the country tc the
north, about four nmiles south of AGIRA., (W.D.y H.Q., 231
Bde, 51322 Jul and H.Q., 3 Cdn Inf Bde, 22" Jul and Appx

- ap‘ -

101. At 1800 hrs, 22 Jul, the Divisicnal Ccmnander issued
written instructions tc the four brigades under his ccrmand.




scuth of the vallway trocks (square
& Cdn Keecce Regﬁﬁ was - tc naintain contact with the eneny

.PERIOD 1800 hrs 22 July
: 102._, At 0305. hrs 23 Julé 231 Bde reported ﬂ"objectives

* it maintained throug
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His intention remained the same, nanely t. capture AGIRA, '
reorganize and "move EAST tc securt ADERNO in ccnfornity

with the Corps plan", 231 Bde, with 142 Fd Regt (S5.P.)

in support, was to advonce that night up the RLDDUSA -

AGIRA road and secure hills on ‘either side of the »cad

(480915 end 463907) abdut twe miles scuth of AGIRA., Fron
here they were to. exploit te a2 line on the high ground

about half a mile stutheast of the town, extending from

the RADDUSA rcad tc the main highway (fron 468944 tc 488950)3
but they were not to pass beycnd this line for fear of

coning under the fire of artillery supporting the advance

of .1 Gan Inf Bde fron the west, 1 Cdn Inf Bde was to

senﬁ cnb“battalicn aluny the highway to assault AGIRA fron

the west., When in positiony this battalion was to be
supported by the full Divisional Artiller Another battalion

. fron 1 €Gn Inf Bde was tc hold a line (36%950 EG 361950)
across the highwey leading ncrth to FICOBIL, - 2 Cdn Inf Bde
‘'was to reorgonize in the area northeast of LEONFCRTE and

3 Cdn Inf Bde were toc -remain in their present arez until

1, further nctice. The Divisional Artillery was to nove under

cover ¢f darkness tc' positions scuth of ASSORO in order to
support 1 Cdn Inf Bde attack on AGIRA and generally tc be
able to fire "D.F, tasks" as required by 1 and 2 Cdn Inf
Bdes, 12 Cdn Tks, less cne 52 uadren which was with 3 Cdn
Inf Bdé near WADDUSA - AGIRA Station, was to rove to en area
3588). wan Squadron,

on the road LEONFORTE - AGIRA and was tc pass all the

:;Iinfbrnation obtainable te the commander of the battalion

of .1 Cdn, Inf Bde which was tc assault AGIRA 'gn 23 Jul.,

' Divisicnal Hecdquarters we¥e tc nove tv the area northeast

of - LEONFORTE early the fcllowing norning.. (Hist Sec file
81011371 Cdn Inf Div/C/1, "INSTRUCTIONS: FBR BDE GPS COVERING
to 1800 hrs 23 Juiy, %

gained but fwd tps subject to hy nortar fire."  During the

© day they ,held & 1line (4992 - 4892 - 4490)scross the north-

south roatly, where they had gcod. cbservaticn over the nain
hizhway, but they d4d not exploit to the second: line.
Petrols fron 3 Cdn Inf Bde during the sane night failed

tc £ind any eneny, -but Gernan artillery was regpcrted in
positions tc the north and east. During the fellowing day,
& patrol was sent to ‘contaet a battalicn of 51 (H) Div in

the area cf M. Judica (5678)after sore difficulty, this
patrcl repcrted naking ccntact c¢n the morning of 24 Jul,

1 Cdn Inf Div Int Log, 23-24 July serials 497 502, 518
561, 569 and 5?1; ’30 Corps Log, 23 Jul, Mussages 0660,
ogo% nd 1925 hr

: 103 On recaiving instructions to atteck AGIRA, which was
_fifteen miles east of LEONFORTE, the Ccrmander. cf
Inf Bde'crdered 48 Highrs tc advanca fron ASSORO tc the road

1 Cdn
Junction where the nain highways from AGIRA and NICGSIA net

.cne nile east of LEONFORTE. R.C.R. and Hast & P.E.R. were

then tu pass +hrough. (W.Ds., R.C.R. and 48.Highrs., 22 Jul.)

104, 48 Highrs were shelled by German heavy artillery in

their forning up area and suffered 14 casuslties, However,
by midnight their advencc elenents noved off to the north,

" En route cne,of the leading cempanies suffered, several

nore casuclties fron eneny shelling , but the advance
continued until they reached the road junetion where they
ran into heavy machine gun 'and mortar firs from encny tanks
and infantry. After scre heavy fighting they were forced to
withdraw and reorganize but when daylight come it was
disccvered that the ereny had alscvwithdrawn so the Battalion
tock up a defensive positicn just edst cf the junction which
ﬁout the day. Battalion Headquarters
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wepe sul ject to 88 oo and ’:crtf.r sgﬁét%%nﬁfxﬂg 5?1‘.:-“'16; Py t&em .

- think that the eneny was locating

“direction finding" apperatus, (W.D., 48 Highrs,; 21-22 Jul,)
it 1235 hrsy 1 Can Inf Div inforned 231 Bds and 3 Cen Inf
Bde thet the first tasks c¢f 1 and 2 Cdn Inf Bdes had been

conpleted with the cecupaticn of the ruad junction (367947).

. Further advance, hcwever, was postponed for: 24 hours. (1

Cdn Inf Div Int Log, 23 Jul, serials 527, 528 and %1.)

" 105, - During the night 22/23 Jul, R.C.R. followed close
- behind 48 Hishrs end, when the lat

er became involved with

~the eneny, deployed to'the scuth cf the highway. Hast &

P.E.R. renained 'in ASSORO resting and relaxing after the

heavy strain they had undergone during the previocus 48 hours.

(W.Ds.y R,C.,R. &nd Hast & P.E.R., 23 Jul.)

106, During the day, 23 Jul, the Divisional Recce Squadron
went forward, as ordered, thrcugh LEONFORTE to reccnncitre
the nain roads east to NiSSORIA (which was halfwey to

AGIRA) and ncrth to NICOSIA. One trocp reached the western
limits ¢f NISSORIA, nade contact with the cnemy there ond

“ Tired on 2 small eneny tank. They were forced to withdrawa

however, due tc eneny nortar fire, Ancther troop which ha
turned c¢ff on the NICOSIA highway alsc ran into ereny
positions and returned under cover of darkness., (W.,D,, "A"
Squadron, 4 Cdn Recce Regty, 23 Jul; 1 Cdn Inf Div Int Legy 23
Tul, serlals 554, 557, 559, 560, 562 and 563.)

NISSORIA and AGIRA, 24-28 JUL

107, The fcllowing norning, 24 Jul, the G.0,.C. held
another conference at which he gave detailed instructions
fcr the attack on AGIRA by 1 Cdn Inf Bde, The leading trcops
were to eross the start line in the vicinity of the nain
roaed junction three niles west of NISSORIA at 1400 hrs and
subsequent report lines cn a set tine~talble thereafter.
Artillery and air sugport were to be closely tied in with
the infantry's attack, The whole Divisicnal Artillery was
tc fire concentrations on specific target arcas and by a
set time-table, . Further targets would be engeged as requested
by the Compander cf 1 €idn Inf Bde, A smcke bombline about
2000 yards long was alsc tc be laid down by the Divisicnal
Artillery ot Zero plus 5 across the rcad in frent of the
infantry., This was tc be lifted 1000 yards each 20 ninutes,
The artillery supporting 231 Inf Bde tc the south of AGIRA
was also to be prepared toc fire certain "D,F," tasks as
assigned, Air support was scheduled by Kittybonmbers which
were to boenb selected targets and strafe the eneny on the
roads, and by mediun bombers which were to bomb AGIRA and
its vicinity, 2 Cdn Inf Bde was to tcke over 1 Cdn Inf
Bde's positions in ASSORO and arcund the road junctions
east cf LEQONFORTE (in square 3694). (W.,D.y H.Q.y 2 Cdn Inf
gggjugu%y, Appendix 16, Copy c¢f Div Oporaéions Instructicn,

108, Reperts regarding the eneny's dispositions were

vague, but it was thought that due to the cverwhelning
artillery and aerial suppcort . °© there would nct be muect
cpposition before AGLRA was reached. Actually a foree
consisting of 2 Battalion (two cermpanies) of 1 Pz Gr Regt,
stragilers from 1 andl 3 Battalions and a number of artillery
sub-units, had taken up strong positicns ¢n hills on

either side of the road about a milc east of NISSORIA. (Hist
Sec file Sicily/1 Cédn Inf Div/L/F, 1 Cdn Div Int Sumnary,
No. 65 26 Jul; W,DS., R.C.R. end 12 Cdn Tks, 24 Jul,)



109, The ruined castle on the surmnit of ASSORO4 two niles .
southeast ¢f NISSORIA, furnished an ideal cbservation post
fron which tc-wateh the operation, General Si--nds and

the -B.G.S., 30 Corps, Brigadier Walsh, as well as several
other senior British eund Crnicdden Officers syent the after-
noon on this height locking down on the battle below.

Farc tc the eacst Ehe nassive bulk.of Mcunt.Etna could be seen
looning-out of the haze, covering a largeiséctor cf the

-horizon although it was 40 niles away, (Personal-No.cs and

Observations - Sieily, by Major A.T. Sesia, pages 48 - 51.)

110, The Divisional Historieal Officer was also watching
fren this hilltop and sépe observations are gqueted frorn his
diary: b ' '
The artillery barrage comnenced at about
1500 hrs. A lot of the shells passed:ovér
our heads., We could see the tarcet quite
plainly below us. It was.a large cpen
field surrcunded on three sides by a heavy
wocd, The ertillery fire was fairly ac-
curate, and frcn the bursts one could
easily deternine 1its concentrated:-nature
+eseThere was a fresh breeze blowing across
the field at the time and the snoke con-
centration did not seem effective in spite
cf the number of shells dropped, The Gen-
eral ordered riore of it (25?....

During the shooting, the valleys below us -
were filled with = haze raised by the sncke
and dust from the exploding shells and this
rendered vislbhility poor particularly . -

for the Alr Force, When the Kitty-bombers
arrived on the scene, sume British Arny

Air Co-cperation uff{cers stationed in the
castle ruins sent up red smoke as 2 recog-
nition signal,,...The Kitties pecled off

one by one and dropped their bombs along

-the road. The nediun bombers did nct show

up eand this was probably due to the haze, (26)

(1

¥

(25)  Nunerous riessages in the Divisional Thtelligence
Log (serials 618, 619, 624, 628, 631, 632, 633
634 and 636) bear out the fact %hat %he subjec{ cf

sncke caused considerable concern during the afternocon,

(26) The R.C,R. War Diary says that there was no sign of

the air support and a Divisional Operation Instruc-
tion issued that evening likewise¢ comes out with
the bald statement: "The Air Sp allotted to this

Div tcday did not materialize", The explenaticn cf
this apparent contradiction is perhaps toc be found
in a crytic messaize in the Corps Intelligence Log
for 24 Jul (frocnm Arny Alr Sp, 1610 hrs), "The air
blitz has failed owing to R.a.F., signzl arn trouble,
there will be no 1izht bombers, only scne Kitty-
bombers", :
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sssssihile sPeaking of (this) battle,
Sprung (27) remerked that he had-never
: seen trcops sc eceger to get into battle as
) - . our.fellows.déspite the fact that they are
et conpletely poohed out.....' r__
© 1 learned jatér fron Sprung that 1n this
- attack our. Infantry had =z :tendeney to ad-
- vance affer the artillery barrage had = -
‘coasad, with the result sthat there was
-,nething to keep Jerry'!'s head :down when.
© - our chaps cane into view and he played
‘merry hell with then with Hs nortars and
-~ M., M.G., fire. (Sprung) said.that German
' priscners had told hin thot we Canrdians

“ . * are very much like the British in that we

are slow in flollowing up any adventage we
nay have gained by an artillary barrage.

(1b1d., Pages 49 - 51)
111«  Down in the valley R:C.R. led the 1 Ctn Inf Bde

_attack with a squadron of 12 Cdn Tks urder command. The

Battslion plan was tc send- twe.rifle: ecnpanies forward,
narching off the road, tc take NISSORIA. Thé cther two
corpanies were then to follow through and. take the high
ground east c¢f the town. It was twelve nmiles to AGIRA so
it was exgected that if there was opposition, Hast & P.E,R.
would' probably pass through them to ccnplete the final phase
cf the operation. At 1400 hours, the forward conpanies
crossed the start line with the ﬁattalion Comnander, Lt.-Col,

. Crcwe, preceeding along the road abreast of then, NISSOKIA

was reeched and cleared according to plen, but at the

‘eastern edge of the town the .advence troops carme under haavy

(27) Copt. G.M. Sprunc was a Divisional Intelligence
Officer and a rather exceptional one., He was awaided
the Military Crouss for his ccnduet in the battle
scuth of VALGUARNERA, when he penetrated scrne 200t
yards under fire to %he position of an isclated
platoon of Carlt & York R, in order to interrogate
Sonc senior prisoners.cf war whc had just been

. captured, He had then returncd under fire bringirs
-*  ~back valuable information, (Citation of Capt. Spruig.)
: The Divisional Historical:0fficer tells ancther sbry
ccneerning this o’ficer-

s s esOPTUNE drove up ¢cn his motoreyecle with a

. Germon M.M,G, slung across his back and a Hun prisomp
riding pillion with him, hé¢lding on his lap the
tripod mounting for the gun, = 3pike (Sprung) captured
this chap who was manning the M.M.G. single-handed.
He also captured three cther M.M.Gs,, three
thousand rounds of agrnmunition and sone nortar bembs,
(ibid., Page 54.)

« ‘
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eneny nachine gun and nertar fire which indicated that the
riain German positions were on the hills imnediately to -

? Unfortunately, at this erueial peint, when
it wvas necessary to cocordinate the further attack cf the
four rifle ccripanies, wireless cormunications began to
break down and it becawe necessary to relay nessages fron
cne ccopany to asnother. One conpany was orderec to continue
the advance on the left or north side of the rcad onto
the eneny held hill feature while the other leading conpany

.continued tc advance t¢ the socuth of the rcad where brisk

fighting ensued, Thinking that the latter conpany had

succeeded in ‘securing the sneny pcsition Lt.-Col. Crowe

crdered the remaining two companies to “push on®" in the sane

direction, Up to this point the advance had been ccvered

by geod fire support fron the Brigade Suppert Group. When

NISSORIA was repcrted sccure, "F" Echelon vehicles and

advance Battallon Headquarters noved forward tc ~n clive

grove on the outskirts of the town where they were subject

to heavy eneny artillery fire during the rest of the

day but fortuhately casualties and danmage were not excessive,
W.Dey R.C.R., 24 Jul and Appx V-Conpany Accountsj see also

Acccunt of Majaﬁ Powers, op.cit., but this is not as coriplete

as the W.D. whiech is the Eﬁt T source of infermaticn,)

112, lMeanwhile, the ccnpany attacking the hill to the

north of the roa& had been under heavy fire dand suffercd
casualties., The platoons had becorme separated, and corrunicas
tion with. Battalion Headquarters had failed, On thesouth cof
the rcad considepable firing to the right rear of the eneny
position led the Battalicn Commander toc believe that his
conpanies were successful in this area., Therefore, acccmpanied
by a Signals and an Engineer subaltern and seven ofher renks,
he mcved forwerd te nake ccntact with these: edmpanies,

(28) According to his eitation, it would
appear to have been at this peint
that 1Lt,Col. H.M. ‘Hague,0.C.4 2 Cdn Fd
Regt, ann forward in a carrier and
discovered that his Forward Observatim
Officer had become a casualty. In the
words cf the citation: "Lt.=Col. Hazug
irmediately went forward on foot
ercssing difficult terrain without
cover under heavy eneny fire, cbteined
exact locetions of the eneny positions
helding up the advance, returned through
the same difficult ground under ine
creasing heavy fire, and passed back
his exact 'orders to engage the eneny

strong points, M a
H...g'ueg) P (Citation for Lt.-Col,
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Actually thé three conmpenies had passed up & valley tc the
south of the road, by-pnssing the enenmy positicns, and had
continued on in the dircétion of AGIRA (29). As 2 result,
Lt,=Ccl, Crowe and his party Wwalked right into the ceneny
arca, The Battallon Ccrmander, a corporal and two privetes
were scne, distance gheed of the rest of the party when the
Gernans opencd fire,. Calligg out "R,C.R."y Lt.-Col, Crcwe
pressed on hoping tc reach his trocps. An. eneny nachine
gun then cpened fire and wounded him, He proceeded, however,
tc engage the eneny with a signallerts rifle, but was killed
by  another eneny.bullet, -Twc of the threa,oiher ranks were
also killed while the third was wouhded snd presunably
taken prisoner. The rest of the party nanaged to withdraw

to the tovm,. (ibid,)

113, Mejor Pewers, the officer second-in-cornand of the
Battalicn, whe had remained in NISSORIA, tock cver comnend,
He was uneble, however, to rezain contact with the three
forward coiipanies which by now' had reached a point a few
riles short of AGIRA., Here the company commanders, rcelizing
.that the Battalicn was cut of control, held’a ccuncil-cf-

: %hey were fcr the night.
One of the companies senﬁafighting patrcl out asgainst 2
nearby eneny position, but in the darkness the Gernans
withdrew hurriedly towards AGIRA in mctor trensport, °inother
corpeny reported successfully anbushing a number cf enery
vehicles along the roed, but later German tanks began ic
fire cn their positions and forcedz withdrawal to cove?,
Two R.C.R. privates actually penetrated into the outskirts

)

(29).. "C" Conpany, south of the oad, in attenpting

P to attack the enemy held hill, had been forced
to ground by hecvy eneny mortar fire, MA"
Company, following up, had sought to ccne to
the. forner conpany's aid, but were .ordered 30
withdraw as an artillery ‘ccncentration was tc
be brought down. It was at this point that
Lt.-Col, Crowe's orders tc proceed to the next
point was received, The two follow up companies
"A" and "B, carried out the order and were
folldwed shortly afterwards by “C" Company. Thus
the enemy werc left in peositions on a hill be-~
tween these threc companies and NISSORIA. (W.D.,
RcC.Rt, July, Appx V.

In these proceedings 9 Platoon had becore de-
tached fron the rest c¢f "A" Company and had
independently attacked one ¢f the enemy positions
under the skilful and daring leadership of its
cormiandery Lt. M.C.D. Bownan, who was subse=-
quently awarded :the Military Cross for this
action, During the attack the platoon came
under heavy fire fron an enemy nachine gun about
75 yards distant, Three other ranks from the
platoon skilfully encircled the post and while
onc created g diversion the cther two assaulted
1t, killing 2 Gernan officer and six nmen,
wounding ancthér and taking the remaining Gere
nan prisoner, A,.4049 L/Cpl L.F., Meister and
A.3396 Pte. N, Kowalchuk were each awarded the

- Givegry Magod for, this agbicp. (Citetions of

il

— e



-

- 48 o

of the town during the night and nanaged to capture the driver
of the Distriet Cormandant's car, who later ,proiided
infornation which proved valuable in planning the final
attack on AGIR&. (ibid,) N

114 The fourth rifle cocmpany which had ‘attacked con the

~north sidec of the rocad had been finally forced tc withe

 draw .ta NISSORIA where they ‘joined the support conpany and

elenents ef the cther three rifle cenpanies which had becone
separated.(ibid,)

115, Durin the da% t"A“ Squadron of 12 Cdn Tks were
u

| 2150 heavily engaged

. Brigadier Grahan was alsc close to the scene c

to judge fron thée lack of references
in the Disries of the two units. their fighting. seered to be
quite independent of that of the infantry, probably because
the latter were for thc nost part eperating off the road.
The Tank Regiment's Diary clains that the tehks got shead
of the infantry in NISSCRIA where they silence? an 88 mn
gun and advanced one mile éast cf the town, Here heavy
fire 'was enconntered fron the slope cverlocking the valley
cn their left flank and ¢ne'cf the tanks was knccked out,
blcecking the road for tho rermainder, The tanks raturnsd
the fire and claimed sueccessful hits on four 88 rm guns,

- Eneny artillery, ncrtar and machine gun fire' was heavy and

ten Cenadian tanks were put cut cf action but six were

repairable and eventually evacuated, Eighteen casualtics

were suffered by the squadrony including the squadron

cormander and his secan-inaccmmand wounded, and four cther

ranks killed, The squadrcn cormander, Major J.D. Pear:ion,

was badly wounded in the hip when he got cut cf his taak

tc adninister norphine to 2 seriously wounded trooper

fron another tank, His crew managed to pull the wounded

officer back intc the tank, but shortly afterwards it vas

hit and he had to be taken cut again under heavy fire.

Later he was "carried out on a stretcher, undér heavy Jire,

by the Ci0.y 1.0,y 1,04y andtItSgt." The Reginent Comander,

16,0003 Booth, wid 1 Ind Shetnt by Shroushont the sct.on

and "directed %he operaticns c¢f extracating the sauadrm,

until all tanks had returned tc¢ harbour, arez %794u
action

riaing in cne of the Reginental Headquarterst tankse (7.D.,

12 Cdn Tks, 24 ond 25 Jul, )

116, Further detesils of the action are quoted froo tle
. Unit's ar Diery tc illustrate the fierceness ¢f the figt:

....Enemy fire was brought to bear on
these two tanks and the crew of the I.0's
tank attenpted td'evacuste, At this no-
nent an 88 rm shell hit the loadder opera-
tor!s side ©f the tank brezking loose the
arrunition and fittings, alsc slightly
wounding the operatory ﬁr1Ver and :co-driver.,
The driver and co-driver were getting out
of the tank when ancther 88 rm shell penc-
trr-ted the top corner cf 'the driver's cone
pertnent. However, both nanaged to get
cut safely, A fire was started in the tank
but the driver, Tpr Cushing, remained in-
side and gave §1rst aid to {he operator,
" While evacuating the-tank, Tpr'Cushing had
a Thonpscn Sub-liachine Gun shot cut of his
230 hands, Both he and the operator’ cleared
. the tank withcut further injuries. The
*.erew of the tanks mensged tc reach safety,
‘under cover cf the dust and shoke’fron
- exploding. H,B,'sHells. .The 1.0's tank had bLeen
cut of "action for cne hour -previous tc this
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when his batteries had been dariaged by 2 5§

_ : C.ns A/T shell, The ecrew continued to fire,

R using hand control, until cnly two rounds of H,
. E. renained, ol gl e

Lieut, Reberts, the I.0.; had acconpanied
"i" Squadren with_his tanky-acting as rear

~ link to the Ci0. His tenk was shot up =nd

& burned furiously. He' and the ercw fought
it until it was nc longer pessible and then
the crew nanaged to escape under heavy fire,
Lieut, Roberts reperted to Col. Booth, who
was at the edge of the town, and requested
pernission to.go hack and help cut scne
wounded nen, -He returned three times under
fire and helped wounded men out, Then later
in the evening, arned with a2 Bren gun
endeavoured tc loeate and silence an Anti-
tank gun which was firing acrcss the valley.
He later crganized:a party cf R,C.R.s to
cover the valley with M.G, fire fron ex-
cellent fire positicns in hcuses cn the
extrene edge of the town of NISSORIA, which
he had previously discovered. (30) ({bid,)

The Diary also contains sn account by one cf the squadronts
N.C.0's, (31) He relates how his trccp ran intoc a2 rceac
+ bloek in NISSORIA and ecntinues:

J

The faet that the road was blocked neces=
sitated No, 1 and 5 troops to advance decwn
the main street cf the town, which wrs a
bottle=neck, At the outskirts of the town
we were fired upon by a 76,5 (sic) rm A/T sun.
On being fired upon we backed dcwn the
raad to cover and reported the anti-tank
» gun to the squadron Leader. The firing
* = eased a little and we wére crdered to ade-
vance,.: On proceuding up the hill, we care
under heavy nmortar fire and ny tenk (Szt.
Allen's) was hit by a 76.5 rmnn shell, The
gun positicn was then known tc me and the
gunner was able tc silence it with H,.E. |
fire, Still proceeding under fire, I came
o to ancther corner, where there was on eneny
7 harbeur to the right,

.In the neantine all tanks were beinz fired
: upon an® one tank had been hit and was
= burning furiously. '.I renained in ny tank
- and covered the left flank tc try and -
- neutralize the heavy portar fire fron thot
+ ¢ direction,...I asked for permission to
- _make a foot recece of the situation. Fron

(30) Capts 0.L. Roberts was awerded the Military
a0 Criss for his conduet in this action (Citation
of Capt. Roberts.) , :
(31)  This N.C.0., De71213 Sgt Jid. illen, was

awarded the Military Medal for his conduct
cn this cecaslon (Citaticn of sSgt. Allen).
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a position ¢n the hill tc the right was
| able-%0 'obtein the positions of*two A/T guns, and
!} wveeds VO repert thedr positions sc thet the
, -~ artillery-.could bring fire to ‘bear cn then.
«+swes(Separated frem his .own troop, he then
cane upen -two. tanks of ancther troop - got
= out cof his tank to administer first. ald to
.7 ‘suyme woundedy Peturned and netted the
., other two tanks on his wireless thus fornming
="~ an ad hoc troop tc carry on the battle.)
I ncticed a truck leaving the eneny har-
Jbecur and asked peruission to proceed and
fut it out cof action while the other two
tanks covered ny advance. On turning the
corner I was fired upon fronm all angles but
-+ suceeeded in putting two tanks out .of
action as well as the truck. On ny rirht,
Segt, Stewart knocked out 2 earrier and o
half tracked vehicle, Cpl. Ceascpine
‘destroyed a carrier on the left flank,
The heavy firc ceased and the -occasional
burst ef nmachine zun fire was 21l thst
renained,s.(He then procecded) to make
a-recee cf the bend ahead...., On rounglng
the ccrner, I saw =n eneny tank and S.F.
gun which fired on ne but I managed to get
one shbt in befcre returning .

T was- then decided o outqflank that
obstaele.and we proceeded along’ @ steep
road to:our rizht., My tank was fired
upen by an A/T zun fron &n .unknown posi-
tion and I replied with several shots in
the general‘ direction of his position,
On finding that enly 9 rqunds of H.E.
renained in the tank, I ordered the crew
tc evacuate, ©Sgt, Stewart's position
seened hopeless slthough he was still
firing so I tcld hin to evacuate the tank,
Cpl. Ceaserine's tank had stalled and he
alsc evacuated, The crews were ordered
tc contact the infantry and advise then of
the situation but enccuntered enemy infan-
try and ‘were forced to retire to the tcwn.
Sgt. Stewart,; Cpl. Ceaserine and nyself
remained ‘to recher the %tanks and we reé-
turned to harbour with them after derk,
(W D-’ 12 Cdn '"ks, 24’ Jul ) = . p
117, This sorewhat lengthy account of a .rela tlYGlY spall
part ¢f the action serves to illustrate how inmpcssible it
is to pgive any ceénmplete descriptioniof a battle in which
hundreds of cfficers an? soldiers are invclved, At the
risk of repetition it is again emphasized that the history
of a formrticn eannct detail the innurberablé Achievenents
of individusls or 'small grtups that are cceurring through-
out the campaicn and still renain a reascnable length,(32)

(32) The War Diary of 12 Cdn Tks alone devotes
- eight pagzes (about 3500 words) tc this action
near NISSORIA. The R.C.Rs account is about
four pages. Brigade and Divisicnal Head-
quarters Diaries on the other hand have only
2 few lines each,
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Neverthelessy it should not be forgotten that the big
picture is made up of these little onesjy that the nmany
actions often related in z few casual santences CT para=-
graphs, are 211 ful} of noise and horror, valour and death,
118. o When % bncane obvious that R.C.R. had failed
to'diSlddgé the enenyy the G.0.C. ordered 1 Cdn Inf Bde to
“renew the attack during the ni ht, - 2 and:3 Cin Inf Bdes
- wiere to-remain in their present pgsitions and patrcl
' actively ' to- the north and east respeetively. 231 Bde
“‘was' crdered t¢ (2) "send one bn imnediately tc sit astride
‘thé rd thrée kilometres EAST of AGIRA"™, (b) be prepared to
‘néve up to AGIRA 'and advnnce east through REGALBUTC, end
(¢) "send detachnents tc hold each of the road and river

" _erossings (at 465975 ard 430989) on the roads frcn AGIRA

ncrtheast to TROINA and northwest to. NICOSIA, (Hist See

"' File Sicily/1 'Cdn Inf Div/C/I, "Oper*tion Instruction"

2045 hrs, 24 Jul,)

119, ErigadIEr Grahan ordered Hast & P.E, R, to'take over
the ettack. Major Tweedsrmuir went forwsrd to ncke contact

‘~with Major Powers, R.C,R., who hed taken up a defénsive

positicn southeast of NISSORIA and to inforr hin'of the
new vrders, He ‘cbtained what Inftrnatipn he could regard-
ingz the situation and returned tr the town where he net his
battalion ond gave the necessary instructions. (WeDs.

GoSey H.Qoy 1 CaAn Inf DiVv & Hast & P.E.R.y 24 and 25 dul.)
Major Tweedsmuir had not seen the ground by daylight

- but he decided to advance south of the road and cut it
abcut a riile west cf AGIEA (Verbal evidence ¢f Lt.-Col,
Tweedsmmuir, _p*cit.l

120. S The Battalion then advanced undtr cover cf darkness
‘an? less than a'nile east of the town reached the high
ground  sctith of ‘the rcad (square 4194) where the eneny
still remained in strength. One of the leading conpanies
scon ran Ynto & German pun position which it suceieded in
overrunning, The renaining companies deployed and pressed
on against the German positions but the cneny were ncw
wide awake, - 2ni nunercus nachine gun posts and ncrtars,
supnorted L?"three Mk III tanks which had been dug in on

. ecrnanding points, opehed fire on the Conadinas, It was

" beconming light Lat the rccky nature, of the ground nade it

_ 1anssiblc tc dig in, <« Fourteen German nachin -uns fired
‘on then from 211 dirceticns whilé the teonks 'were firing
at jpoint blonk range. For sn hqur and a holf Hast & P.E.R,
returned the fire, taking whet cocver they could behind
stonewalls, sualtied were very heavy, however, and
finally =211 their antunition was expended, 80 the
cormanding officery whe had hinself been® wcunded in the legzg,
by a nortar bomb .  “crdered ‘a withdrawal which tock place
befcre his own evacuation. .The Battalicn withdrew through
NISSORIA in daylight and re-orgenized in & norrow valley
near the main rcad cn the cther side cf the town, Their
casualties ‘were reptrted te be six officers and 63 cther

raenks, including nine cther:ranks killed and nissing,

One iatccn of Hast & P.E.R., was cut coff and renained behind
all day. It later camc back with valusble infornation
regardin;; the enemy's dispositions which aided the subseguent
attack ¢f 2 Cdn Inf Bde., (W.D., Hast & P.E.R.y 24-25 Julj

' Hist Sec file Sieily/1 Cdn. Inf Bde/C/D Accounts of Maj,
Canpbell and Capt, Weuch, © cit 3 and of Maje. CeS. Nickel
ana Capt. W.K, Stcckloser PaE.R., Verbal evidence
of Lt.-Col, Tweedsrmir, o p,cit,)
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121, While this action was taki lace, R.C.R. were
still in the process of re-organizigg pfolléwing their
dislccation on the previous day,. Con%act was finally mace
with the three forward companies on the early afterncon
of 25 Jul, and they were called-back to join the rest of
the Battalion, The latter, still holding z position
‘southeast of the town, had been under fire during the

nerning, both from enemy machine guns and mortars and

fron Canadian artillery, The whole Battalion was now
ordered to withdraw back to their concentration area at
377949 zbout two miles west of NISSORIA, where they spent
the rest of the day reorganizing, collecting stragglers
and replenishing their ammunition., During the afternoon
a carrier section was sent forward in an attempt to re-
cover the bodies of Lt.-Col. Crowe and the other ranks
who were killed with himy. but they came under terrific
eneny fire and were forced to withdraw, suffering several
casualties (33). (Account of lMaj, Powers, op. cit.)
Total R.C.R. casualties-for the action at NISSORIA were
reported by Maj. Powers to be four officers and 64 other
ranks, including one.officer ‘and 32 other ranks killed
and missing ‘but according to the Unit War Diary casual-
ties were about 15 killed and 30 wounded,

122, 12 Cdn Tks also spent the day re-organizing and
recovering their lost tanks. During the morning Lt.-Col.
Booth with one officer and two other ranks inadvertently
penetrated the enemy positions while inspecting the scene
of the previcus day's fight, They suddenly discovered
German ‘soldiers about 75 yards-:distant just as the
Germens noticed them. They beat a hasty retreat amidst

a hall of enemy bullets, and after an exciting few minutes
managed to reach their jeep and get away unscathed,

(W.D., 12 cdn Tks, 25 Jul.?

123. During the night 24/25 Jul, 1 Hamps of 231 Bde
had succeeded in reaching thelr objectives astride the
main ‘road east of AGIRA. These positions, however, were
overlooked by higher ground in the possession of the
enemy and during the afternoon, 25 Jul, the Battalion
was attacked and forced te withdraw again toc the south
of the road. (W.D., H.Q.y 231 Bde, 24-25 Jul.)

124, That evening the remaining battalion of 1 Cdn
Inf Bde, 48 Highrs, was launched against the positions
which the Gerrans were holding so stubbornly, The action
is best described in the words of the Battalion Com=-

.mander, Lt.-Ccl. I.S. Jochnston, who gave a clear and con-

cise account of it to the Divisional Historical Officer:

During the morning of 25 Jul the posn in
front of us secmed gulet and a tp of 4 Cdn
Recce Regt (4 PLDG) were able to pass
through the town and onto the ridge with-

——_

(33) Lt.-Col, Crowe's body was recovered and
buried cn 27 Jul.




I

e 50

out contacting the eneny. It was accordingly
felt that the enemy had withdrawn, Two
patrecls were sent out from "C" Coy and they
reported back.at-1300 hrs that they had

found eneny tks and an 88 mm gun on this
.posn.. It was.tco late at this time to lay
‘ot an arty barrage, The RCR and Hast & PER
had both reported the enemy on the face of

_the pidge in ecaves, MMG fire from the Bde
' 8p .Gp was thereupon arranged together with

arty concentraticns and this was directed
towards the .ecaves, The bn was ordered to

~ atthck at 1800 hrs, In view of the condi-

tion of the other two bns, the RCR and Hast
& PER, the bde cond ordered that we attack
‘on a one coy frontage and as success was

met with the cther coys were withheld to

form a firm base =2gainst possible counter-
attack, It was then decided to attack up

a defile on the left of the posn with "D
cay leaiing who were -to wheel -out and take
the high ground to the N of the feature
which was thought to command it, This coy
was to be follcwed by "B", "C" and "A" coys
who were to wheel to the right- and pass
through each other thereby allowing "A" coy
to lay S of the posn., The attack went in
as ordered with apparently little opposition.

' During=ﬁh;'55mméncemeht of the attack the coys
- were shelled in the forming up areas but with-

out casualties. "D" coy reported themselves

on their objeative and "B" coy was then launched
in its attack, followed by "C" coy. '~ After "C"
coy had gone into the attack "D" coy reported
hy oprosition on thoir objective and requested
Sp. ."B"-'voy alsp reported opposition on reach-
ing their objeetive.. All of this opposition was

found to be.on the top and reverse’slopes of this
- feature and not on the fwd slopes &s reported

by the other two bns, The arty concentrations
were to be called down by 18 sets.from bn HQ,
This comn folled so the arty fired a second cone
on a time plan previously agreed upon in the

" event of such failure occurring,  This turned

out to be toe early as "D" coy had not yet
reported on its objective, It was then impossible

'~ to arrange for arty fire, as originally planned,

to sp "B" coy but the coneiin sp of "C" coy
was laid on twice., "C¥ coy failed toc take the

‘route following "D amd "E" coys so did not

riake contact with "B" coy.. After nightfall
"D" and "B" coys were bcth out of comn with
‘bn HQ, They had failed to attack their objec-
tives and found their posns unten-ble and they
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Last night our Town Picquet in ASSORO, Pte,
FISHER, G. acted as esccrt to a midwife who
had 4 expected jobs to do. During the night
the M.0., CAPT W.K. MACDONALD was called upon
to give medical aid for the mothers. Reports
say that "all are doing fine".

++++ The Bn as a wholc spent a restful day,
nothing out of the ordinary to repcri today.
Much work at Bn H.Q. was caught up on. Mail
censored, casualty returns rade up to date and
the WAR DIARY writtcn up as much as possible,

(WoDc’ Seaforth Gf CQ: 24‘ Jutlo)

129, Early in the morning of 26 Jul, the G.0.C. issued
fresh orders for the capture or AGIRA. 2 Cdn Inf Bde
were now to take over the attack and pass through 1 Cidn
Inf Bde a2t 1800 hrs that same day., The attack was to be
nade in two stages. First of all, one battalion under
ccver of an artillery barrage, was tc capture a firm base
east of NISSORIA. This was to include two objectives, the
first cnlled "LION" vhich wos the ridge across the highe
way (squares 4095 = 4096) and the seccond called "TIGER"
which was a still higher ridge a nile further east
(squares 4295 - 4296?. On completion of this task the
second battalion was to explecit forward to the high grounl
imnediately west of AGIRA which dominated the approaches
to the town and was to be knuwn as objective "GRIZZLY!,
231 Inf Bde were to supply the same infantry suppcrt as
on the previous nights, nanely 1 Hamps were to get astrido
the nain road east of AGIRA (at approximately 450950)

and 1 Dorset were tc capture the hill feature (in square
4794) imnediately southeas: of AGIRA, from which they
were to send a strong fighting patrcl forwerd to the

rcad junction east of the town; these positions, howaver,
were not to be held if the Canadiesns had not captured
AGIRA by daylight. (W,D., H.Qsy 2 Cdn Inf Bde, Appx 17.
"The Battle for AGIRA" (an account which is alSo in Hic-
Bec File Sicily/2 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D under Brig Vokes' namec).
Appx 18, a trace of the attack on AGIRA, Appx 19; H.Q.,

R.C.4., Barrage Notes, 26 Jul; W.D., H.Q., 231 Bde, 26 ™
Jul.)
130, On being inforred that 2 Cdn Inf Bde were to

teke over from 1 Cdn Inf Bde, Bri:ndier Graham sent the
following written message to Brigadier Vokes:

Eneny in front of NISSORIA. Patrols of

48th and party of H. & P.E.R. who re-

nained coneealed throughout yesterday

indicate enemy positions are farther .

east than was at first thcught - although

they saw movement from one position %o

ancther indicating that a% one time they

may have m,g's., on one slope and then

nove to another, Dug in tanks and A TK

guns are in vieinity of the rcad 406959, |
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Col, -Jehnston attacked from the left,

l.e. to get the hich ground at the loft
of the funturce 405957 - his left coy.
reached that ground but was nortored off,
His cxperience wes that the eneny wers in
positicns on revorse slopes -nd the arty
concentns, on the fwd slorpes & top aia
not dannge the encryr too much, His tps
were also attacked vy the tanks, 2 tps
"C" Sqn. 12 C.T.R. went in but eould not
gct Into pestn %o Cngage caery and nighs
fell very quickly so they had to withdraw,
48th stotc cheny ars using tanks with oun
narkings, They riay be nistaken as sone
of our tanks ‘were loct in chot aren in our
first attrck,

Ccl, Johnston's opinion is that a wide

right fl~nking nove towrrd the rear of

the encrniy postn with dcen coneenins. fron
right & left would give best chnonee of
sSuccess, OQur tanks nlght be able to reach
hizh ground on right by track shown on
ncsaie and on nap.

(W.D., H.Q:, 2 Cdn Inf Bde, Appx 14.)
Brigadicr Vokes ordered P,P.C,L.I., supported by

dron of 12 Cdn Tks, to carry cut the first phasc

of the attack, n-onely the capture of the two Objeectives
"LION" and "TIGER", L1l pvallsble aertillery under cone
nend of 1 Cdn Div was to be uscd, narelv 1] 2 and 3

Cn Fd Regts, R.C.L.. 165 Arny P4 Regt, R,

<5 (34)

7 Med Regt, R.A., and n1so the Brigade Suppors Group's
4,2" ncrters. The Initial ertillery plen consisisod of

two

ninutes “ntenec follewad by fifteen ninutes nornal

fire cn the cpening line Jjust west or NISSORIL, by *he
guns of four ficlad rceeginents less +wo batteries. This
was to be followed in tuprn by sixtocn 100-yard 1ifts ot
three-ninute intervals 7ith a further five ninutes N
the last line, The barroge wes to pause for 20 cr 30
ninutes aftcr the first objeetive to permit the reserve
antry correnies to cune up and prepare tc advance cn

the sc

cond cbjeetive, Then it was to continue five

ninutes on o new start linc followed by twclve 100~y ~prad
1ifts at three-nminute intervals., Seaforth of C. were

to be rreporcad to advance to the thira cbjective
"GRIZZLY", fron on assenbly area within cne heupls narch
of "TIGER", Exploitation was to be supported by all
available artillery, (W.D.y HieQey 2 Cdn Inf Bde,

Appendices 17, 18 =ng 19, © :
Lippx 18, "NISSORIA". The avier acccunt by Maj. Colérian

l; W.D., P.P.C-L-It,

s Clt

is 2lso in Hist Sce file Sicily/2 cdn Inf Bde/C/D.)

(34)

It arpcars that 165 wa Rcaty R.A., had recently
cone direetly under cormnnd cf 1 Cdn Inf Div
fron 231 Bde; 142 (s.P,) Fa Regty R.4., Was ot
this -~ int opernoting with 231 Bde . (W.Ds., H,Q.,
231 Bde and 142 Fd Peet,'2b.ﬁul)..
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132, Later in the doy, Zerc hour was postponed fron
1800 hrs to 2000 hrs in order to give the artillery tinn
to conplete the elaberste barrage programme. Before
P.P,C.L.I. began to advence they were informed by 48
Highrs that thelr cbjcctives werec sirongly held end

that the eneny hand penetrated into the town itself,

At 1845 hrs the two leading ccuripanies moved forward unds»
cover on either side cf the rcad to reoch their fcrning-
up positions. Pronptly ot 2000 hrs the artillery opened
fire in what rroved to be the biggest and ncst succes.
ful shoot of the carpaign up to that tire (35), Seven-
teen ninutes loter the twe leading conpanies advanced
across the start line following the smcke and H.E. bor-
rage yery closely ond, despite eneny fire, rmonaged to
keep up and seize their objectives in shert order, The
conpany on the north cf the rocad came under fire in-
nedistely the attack storted but only suffered nine
casunlties during the night, twc killed, and seven
wounded including the conpany cormander; the conpeony on
the south of the rcad advanced with less oppositicn,
toking a nwber of prisoners dencrslized by the artillcery
barrage, and suffering even fewer casueslties, Firing
and patrclling continued throughout the night, but the
enery feiled to counter-attack and the twc ccnpanies
with their suprorting tanks, remained on ubjective
WLION", (Hist Sec file Sicily/2 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D, Ac-
counts by Lt.-Ccl, R.A, Lindsay and Major R.C. Colenan
PtPaC-LaI-; WIDSO, HOQQ_ 2 Cdn Inf Bd@, Appx 17’ OE. 0 :5_-:'_..
and R.C.L.y 1 Cdn Inf piv 25 Jul (This entry should pe
under 26 Jul) and 12 Cdn Tks, 26 Jul.)

133. - Lt.-Col. Lindsey, connanding P,P.C.L,I.,later
gave an accocunt cof the action in which he said:

vee in holf an hcur both festures were taken,
Lerge nunbers of the enemy were found on
these features. In addition to prisoners
token, approxinately 70 tc 80, many nore
were ‘killed, The Hun ap_eareé tc be dazed
by the audacity of cur attack, One Gernan,
in fact, who was taken prisoner, said that
in 211 his experience as a soldier, which
tetalled nore than six ycers and during
which he fought on nany fronts, he never

saw the likes of our chaps for their tena-
cious fighting spirit in the face c¢f heavy
concentrated fire, Of the remaining Gernans,
it was found that the majority, by far, had
been killed or wounded, (36)

(iccount of Lt,-Col, Lindsay, op. cit,)

(35) Lecording toc the Wer Diary of 3 Cdn Fd Regt,
. for 26 Jul, "Eneny prisoners captured ofter
the attock stoted that the barrage was so ter-
rific and our infantry followed so closely be-
hind that they had no alternative but to lay
down their arns., They were shaken and demoral=-
ized"v, Sy

(36) The War Diary c¢f 12 Cdn Tks for 26 Jul noted that
126 priscners were taken in the vicinity of
NISSORIA.
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134, The twc support ccrnpanies of P.P.C.L.I. unfortu-
nately becearie lost in the dark and did not secure the
second objeetive, "TIGER", that night. As a result, the
eneny were able to recuver from the first denoralizing
effects of the barrage and, fron their positions on
"TIGER", tc deny the road east of NISSORIA to the Cana-
dirn onfi-tank guns ond the M.M.Gs, and mortars of the
Brigade Suppert Group (37).° A trcop of 12 Cdn Tks
however, nanaged to get through just beyond the nponw
objective where the tanks went intoc a hull down position
on ground north of the rcad which greatly strengthened
the infantry'!s positiocn, They lay lcow until daylight
and as a result werc able to spot and destroy cneny
anti-tank and nachine guns as scon as the latter diwvulged
their positions by fire., (W,Ds., H.Q., 2 Cdn Inf Bde,
Appx 17, op, eit, and Seaforth of C. 27 Jul.)

135. During the night at Brigade Headquarters infor-
nation as to the situation was confused and it wus un=
certein whether or nct cbjective "TIGER" had been at-
tained, At abcut nidnight, however, the Brigade Cornan-
der decided to cormmit Seafurth of C. in the exploitation
task, in the hope that zggressive action woculd clear up
the situation. The Seafcrt): advanced by rcad through
NISSORIA and when clear cof thc town deployed cn either
side of the road. 1In passing thrcugh "LION" they cane
under very hcavy fire fron cneny M.M.Gs. and tanks which
held then up for sone tine., One conpany of Seaforth
finally succeeded in knocking out the well concealed
M.M.G, pcsts which were giving the rmost trouble, Anti-
tank guns of 90 Cdn A. Tk Bty came forward to de~l with
the eneny tank threat and, together with the tanks of

12 Cdn Tks zlready there, destroyed two or three eneny
tanks, In the neantine %he leeding conpany of infantry

continued towards the second hill feature known as "TIGER"
and assaulted the ridge under fire fron flanking eneny
nachine gun posts and fren tanks in hull down positions
over the crest (38). As scon as they secured a focting,

(37) During the night, hcwever, the Group had conple-
ted a very successful M,M.G. and mortar shoot
which had earned then especial congratulations
fron the Brigade Cornander (W.D., 2 Cdn Inf Bde
Sp Gpy, 26 Jul and Appx 2).

(38) hccording to Lt,=Col. Lindsay, F.P.C.L.I. also
participated in the finsl copture of "IIGER®,
After describing how Seaforth of C., came forward
during thc night and the "terrifie pummelling"
they withstood after "ettaining the first cb-
jective (LION)" he went on to say that they (i.c.
Seaforths):

4,.nevertheless held tc their ground and fought
all night and by morning had dug in in a position
a 1little short of the second objective, (TIGER).
On the mcrning of 26 Jul I ordered "A" and "B"
Conpanies to toke objective "TIGER" at all costs.
“After bitter fighting this cbjective was finally
attained and positions were token to enable the
Seaforths tc get through."

Doubtless both Battalions participated in the i wp~
ing's fighting, but it would aprear from the Bri-
gade Cananderis account that Seaforth of C. were
chiefly responsible for attaining objective

L] TIG!}J‘R " .
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anti-tank guns and .an artillery Forward Observation
Officer were quickly rushed forward, followed by ancther

. infantry ccnpany,. By 1100 hrs, 27 Jul, the Seaforth -

had eonsolidated chjective “TIGER" and were in a good
position to carry out the next phase of the Operﬂtion?
nanely the ottack on objective "GRIZZLY". The "TIGER"
feature ccommanded the rcad towards AGIRA and the coun-
try to the north, so that Canadian artillery, tanks and
infantry had an excellent ficld of fire on the retreat-
ing Gerrions. As a result between them they. were able to
shoot and destroy several ncre cneny tanks ond nachine
zun posts and a ccnsiderable number of eneny vehicles
und infentry which were caught in the open, (Hist Sec
file Sieily/2 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D,*Account of Battle for
AGIRA by Lt,-Col, B,M, Hoffmeister, 0.,C., Seaforth of
C, &ccounts of Brig. "Vokes and Lt.,rC0l, Lindsay, ©

3 ncre details are also to e found in W.D,, Seafcrth

.9 2‘? Jul ) ) 7 ¥

136. -During the previous night, 26/27 Jul, a patrol
of Edrn R. had ecarried cut a flanking mevement to the
‘north, and by daylight had placed thenselves astride the
road LGIRA - NICOSIA about three mlles northwest of
AGIRA (425006) wherc, with Hawkins grenades and PIAT
borbs, they déstroyeé three enery Mk IV tonks, a tenk
trqnspcrter and three cr fcur lorries. They also ef-
fectively machine-gunned the soldiers riding in these
vehicles, and set fire to a large eneny oil and ammuni-
tion dunp. During the day, the patrol was strengthened
by two other platocns, and the combined forece, now a
conpany in strength, renacined in this pcsition the rest
of the day in order tc prevent any enemy traffic between
AGIRA and NICOSIA (39). (W.D., Edmn R.,.27 Jul; Accounts
_of Brigedier Vokes and Capt. Pz itchnrd, OPs cit,)

337 231 Brignde f£r the third successive night care
down fron their hills and crossed the road east of
AGIRA, but once agein withdrew in the norning since the
Ganadians were still severa]l niles west of the town

138, Late in the morning of 27 Jul the Brigade Cone
nander came forward tc where the Seaforth were consoli-
dating on "TIGER" and ordered this Battalion tc proceed
on to objective "GRIZZLY". "GRIZZLY" conslisted of two
separate features, “a square topped" hill called M.Fronte
on the scvuth of the nain road (squares 4594 and 4595)
and o ‘somewhat ricre éxtensive and wocded ridge to the
north of the road (squ Tes 4595 qn@ 4596), This ridge

&

(39) Major W.G. Bury who was in charge of this opera=-
tion was awarded the Distingulished Service Order
.as a result of 1t. ‘According to the official
Cithtion.

By map and coupass, on this dark and noon-
less night, this officer unerringly led his
nen, cross country over the six riile stretch
of rugged preciplitous rock. Reaching the
past at dawn Major Bury personally led the
bayonet charge which captured the posf'
then the _conpany dug in. ;

Mnj Bury was killed the following day in the
battle for AGIRA (para 141 below). (Cont'd at
foot of next page.)
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hed three separste pecks, the ntrthern end ncre isolatcd
of.vhich was colled Moun%'Capruzza, while the scuthern

. end was known as Cenetery Hill, AGIRA 1tself was

bullt on the western slope of a still higher cone
shaped hill lying astride the highway abcut half a nilc
further east. These features, it was later fcund

cut, were held by fresh trcops fron a battalion of 15
Pz Gr Regt (29 Pz Gr Div). At spproxinmately 1200 hrs,

. A1lied rediun benmbers benmbed AGIRA while  Kittyhawks

successfully strafed and bormbed eneny positions on
the eastcrn extranity T objective WGRIZZLY"., Fron
their positions on "TIGER". the €anadian infantry were
able to cbserve the bursts of the bip bembs as they
fell in the northern and western section _of the town.

Z(Acccunts cf Brigadier Vokes and Tt.-Ccl, Hoffneister

cit.; liop, Ttaly 1: 50 ooo, Shéet 269-Iv- 1 Cdn Inf
D v 1In Sunnaries 28 ~nd 0 Jul. )

139, . The Seaforth of G. attack on "GHIZZLY" was
further suprorted by concentrotions fired by the
Divisional Artillery and elsc by cne platoon of M,M,.Gs.
fron the Brigade Support Groupy ome triop fron 90 L/Tk
Bty, and two trocps of Shermen tanks, Leading trccps of

the Battallon crossed the stnrt line at 1400 hrs, advanc-
;ing on a two-ccnpany front,'  "A" Cotpany ndvanceé

on the
south side of the rcad toward the right sectcr of
"GRIZZLY" and crne under very heavy fire on approaching
the cbjective, Lt.-Ccl, Hoffrieister described the

. subsequent actions of this conpany as follows:

The--conpany cornander, Major Bell=Irving
however, had his conpany well in hand an&
by builéing ur heavy fire support was able
to extricate a platoon that had:been pinned
down by eneriy fire, He apprecio-ted that
the feeature could not be cartured by a
frontal assault and decided to.do a right
flanking movenent, scaling the cliff at

the SOUTHERN extrenity of the feature. By
naking the best possible use of the ground

(39) Ccnt'd

During the fighting around AGIRA - the official
Citation 1s confused as to the exact ocecasion -
1,17017 Crl. A.G, Cheshire conducted ~nother
Ednonton patreol under circunstances which re-
sulted in his winning the Distinguished Conduct
Medal, While half woy up a rugged feature sone
300 feet hich his section was fired on fron a
nearby Germah position, - Aceurding to the of-
ficial Citation: ’

Cpl. Cheshire quickly aprreciated the
situation, disposed his section in a posi-
tion fron which it could give hin covering
fire and, heedless of his owmn safety, went
on alone. :

By skilful use of cover he got behind the
ferture, then sca2led in the semi-dorkness
on rlnost verticrl cliff 50 feet in height,
stalked his quarry, and with grenades

rifle and bayonet charged the post, killed
six and captured six German prisoners.
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ol g ' the leading platocn of this conpany was able
o to aprroach this point under ecver and scale
the cliff, taking the eneny conpletely by
surrrise and esteblishing a footheld on the
feature, This success .was quickly rein-
forced by Major Bell-=Irving with the rest
cf his conpeny and the corpany established
itsclf on the SOUTHERN tip of the feature,
They now cene under -terrific M.H.G. and
-norter fire from hich ground on the sane
feoture cverlucklng their position. They
held on, hcwever, and fought thelr way fir-
ward by fire ncvenent and plenty of guts
until they had gznined the smnll rise that
overloocked their foerner position, They then
consolidated 'and resisted repented eneny
-counter-attocks during the night until rein-
~ -~ frececed by "C" conpany eamrly in the morning,
During this time they were under constant
. ‘mortor fire by hervy eneny mcrtars ond were
" also shelled by our own: ertillery during
the shellinp of LGIRA. ‘Follcwing the arrival of
"CY conpany lHajor.Bell=-Irving decided to
attack and succeeled in capturing the entire
feature, killing nany of the defenders and
routing the rest, The position was then
consclidated and reinforced by "B" ccnmpany.

In the above nentioned engagenment particular
nention nmust be nade of the magnificent show
put cn by "A" conpony under the comnand of
Majcr Bell=Irving, in sealing a cliff and
capturing the ground sbove it, strongly held
by an cneny well supplicd witﬁ fire power

and who nade every possible .use of it, 1In
splte of trerendcus odds ageinst then Major
Bell-Irving and his men completely surprised
the eneny and routed them. The defeat be-
cories all the ncre remarkable when one consid-
! ers the casualties sustained by both sides as
showvn below:

"A" Company - 2 killed, 5 wounded
Eneny =75 killed, wounded unknown,
prisoners, one officer, 14 O.Rs.

The Hun hady in fact, fled in complete dis-
order, literally and actually screaning in
terror. We fcllowed ther up with hand gren-
ades and played particular hell with them (40).

(40) Lt.-Ccl, Hoffneister snd Mnjor Bell-Irving
were both awarded the Distinguished Service
Order for the cutstending part they played
in directing and carrying out this operation.,
Acccrding to the officiel Oitation, Lt.-Ccl,
Hoffneister "made his way from Conpeny to
Compeny and though under very heavy fire,
perscnally directed the attack on the eneny
position." Brigadier Matthews, C.R.A.y 1 Cdn
Inf Div, was also awarded the Distinguished
Service Order for his part in the battle,
According tc the official Citation,*due to

(Contt*d at foot of next page.)
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(Account by Lt.-Col. B.M. Hoffneister

op, cit.; further infcrmation regarding
his action is tc be found in W.D.,

Seafcrth of C., 27 Jul and Appx 27 which

contains 2 detalled account entitled
"The @attle of GRIZZLY HILL".)

140, The conpany of Séhfo:ﬁh attacking on the ncurth-

ern side of the rcad had alsc cone under heavy eneny fire

and for sonetine had been out of ccrnrmnication with
Battalion Headquarters, since their wireless set had
been snashed by nortar fire ond the cperator killed,
When 2 runner eventunlly orrived with this news, the
Battalion Comnander decided that the northern end of
"GRIZZLY" was tco strongly held to be eaptured by one

, company so he crdered thern to withdraw intc Battalion

reserve in crder to.cénecentrate 2ll the efforts of the
Battalion on the scouthern end of "GRIZZLY" as described
in the quotation above. " (ibid,)

141, During the afterncon, the Brigade Cornander cane
ferword to survey the situation, " Appreciating the need

fir a streneer attack on the northern sectcr of "GRIZZLYY,

he ordered the Ednonton Reginent, under cover cof a
Divisional Artillery ccncentraticn, tc attack at this
peint, During the day 27 Jul, Ednn R., less the con-
peny on the NICOSIA rcad, had ncved forward to positicns
a few niles west of AGIRA. Following the Brigadier's
crders, the Battalion ncved off at 2000 hrs and pro-
cceded to swing wide to the left thrcugh hill ccuntry in
order to cutflenk the enery positions and attack the
cbjective fron the ncfth, The rcute wes difficult and
their naps proved inadequete, so that progress in the
dark was slow and the Battnlion aid not reach the :
peint fronm which it was intended to launch the attack

“until several hcurs after the artillcery concentration

had been conrleted. "A" Cinpany was then directed
against Mount Capruzza and Y"B" end "D" ccnpenies against
Cenetery Hill about helf a nile further south, Captain
E.H. Pritchard, Adjt., Edon R., later described the

ensuing fight, that tcck place in the early norning

of 28 Jul, as follcws:

The NORTHERN side of this cemetery hill
rrcved to be very stéep, at some places
spnounting to an absolute cliff, at which
the eneny poured heavy concentrations of
nortar fire and threw "potato mashers".
"B" ccmpany was unable to advagnee and the

(40) Cont'd 5 b el 3 =%

.- the hilly nature of the coiuntry he cone for-
ward hinself among the leading infantry in
order to reconnoitre suitzble gun areas and

. ‘observation posts, a2lthcugh under ‘heavy
eneniy fire. (Citations of a/m officers.)
Fcur cther ranks of Scaforth of C, were
awarded the Military Medal for acts of
bravery during the shme battle. (Sce Appx A.)
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gonpany conna ndar one platoon cormander
, 'and about 15 0. Hs were wounded and 2 0.Bs
. killed, "D" company cormander sent cne
" section around tc the right to cndeavour
to fleel out eneny defences on that flank

+ andy 1f possible, to get in at their rear.

- Innediately after this section was des- -
patched the balance of "D"* conmpany canme
under fire and the conpany cormander,

Hajor W.G, Bury, E,D.,, was killed by a
nortar borb. The 2 i/c, Copt, Smith, core
forward to take over and rallied the re-
neinder of the coppany., He ncted that fire
had broken cut fron the rear of the position,
fron which he deduced the secticn had been
_successful in getting into gosition; he
then led the greatly reduced company in
an assault up the cliffs and by the use
of 2" ncrtars, hand grenades, and LMG's
carried the hill against a nuch nurierically
superior opposition estinated at 150 of the
encny as ogainst his cwn total strength of
about 40 211 ranks. The secticn behind the
hill was particulorly effective in distracting
the eneny and contributed in no snall nmeasure
tc the success of the engagement, The eneny
~had, in fact brcken their lines under this
assault and their flirsht into the tcwn
was ncthing riore nor less than a disorganized
retreat. Meanwhile "A" conpany had attained
its cbjective to the East of Cemetery Hill
withcut oppesition and at daylight were in
: positibn. '

(Hist Sec file Sieily/2 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D
* Account of the Battle for Agira by Capt,
E.H. Pritchard.) '

142, Fron Mount Capruzag, "A" conpany engaged the
eneny who wcere Tleeing frsn.Cenetery Hill and inflicted
further casuslties upon then, The remainder eseaped
into AGIRA, "A" ccnpany then sent a patrcl into the
tovn which care upen a house in the outskirts that
proved to be full of Gernon and Italian soldiers fully
arned, probably badly frightened survivors of the
battle on Cenmetery Hill. Lt. L.T. Swan, the platoon
cormander, went forward alocne with a "Tomny" gun and
Succeeded in capturing the entire lct, namely 17 Ger-
nans and fcour Itslians. While'narching back these
rrisoners the platoon come under eneny nachine gun fire
fron the tcwn and several of the prisoners becare cas-
ualties, Battalion norters laild dcwn a sricke Screen
which enabled the party to ccnplete their return safely.
(Accounts cf Brigadier Vokes and Ceptain Pritchard,
Ednn R., OD. cit )

4
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143, The tank squadron that attacked with 2 Cdn Inf
Bde con 27 Jul aryears 4o have penetroted an eneny held
area between the Seafirth and Edncnton pesiticns on

- either end of "GRIZZLY". The tanks renained under fire

throughout the hours of dorkness but did nct withdraw.
A Seofcrth rlateon attacked the eneny positions under

recver of fire fron the Shermans; but cn discovering

-';.thrt the Gernon fire was cconing fronm tanks, the pletoon
£ was fcrced to withdraw. The Canadian tanks then
~. noved into streategic yositions from which, at first

‘light, they rroeceeded to knock out two or three Merk

IV tanks ‘as well as a lcaded lorry, a2 trncked carrier,
a petrol dunp and several nachine guns posts. (W.D.
12 Cdn Tks; the entry apreers under 26 Jul but fron the

| leontext it aprears tor efer tc the attack on "GRIZZLY"

carried ocut on 27 Jul.) '

144, During the nipght, 231 Inf Bde 2lso attacked east
of the town for the faur%h tine. This time they were
able to stdy and during the norning they began conscli-
dating a firn bose nmercss the rcad in preparstion for

an advance eastward tu REGALBUTO, Opposition was en-
countered ncrth of the rcad on M., Cenparelli, but

this was ‘tlecred up with the aid cf artillery and a
squadron of 12 Cdn Tks, .(W.D., H.Q., 231 Bde, 28 Jul.)

145, Meanwhile west of AGIRA the Cormander cf 2 Cdn
Inf Bde decided to bonbard the tcewn with all svailable
artillery ond ncrters and then to imnediately send in
twe' rifle ‘eohipanies of F.P.C.L.I. The bombardmnent was
to’ cormence 2t 1545 hrs, 28 Jul, but at 1330 hrs a
Forward Observotion Officer of‘i Cin Fd Regt, who had
entered the town by nistake, ceane back and reported

‘that he had sczen nc Gernons, but that civilians were

cut in the streets en nasse and that in his opinion the
Gernans had cone. The borbardnent was therefcre post-
poened and infentry patrcls. from P.P.C.L.I. entered

the tcwn. No immediate opposition was net sc the

rest of the two leading conmpanies also came fcrward

at abcut 1430 hrs, and received quite an cvation fron
the loeal populaticn on the cutskirts of the town,

As soon as the conpanies entered the town, however,
pockets cf eneny resistance were disccvered and

brisk hand to hand fighting ensued, The twc conpanies
divided the town between then and prcceeded with the
work of systenaticelly eleering it of snipers, The
conpany on the right ran into opposition half way up
the hill and spent twc hours in fairly stiff hcuse

to housc fighting, The eneny were eventually out=-
flanked, however, and with the help of sncke bombs and
hand grenades, which proved particulerly useful, they
were wiped out and their positions taken (41).

(41)  K.62299 4/Cpl, S.C. Buttcrick although wounded
in bcth legs in an sttempt to clear one of these
positicns single-handed, distingsuished hinself
by ccntinuing to direct the fire of his section
frcn where he had frllen until the enemy were
finally dispersed. He was awarded the Military
Medal., (Citation of A/Cpl. Butterick,)
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The conpany on the left was held up by several well
placed eneny nachine gun posts. One of these was
cleared up by taking an L.M.G. ontoc the roof of a
nearby house, while further on ancther house was
cleared with PIAT bcmbs and hand grenades, The ad-
vance was then continued towards the top of the
town to a point where a cliff,which was the sunmit
of the hill on which the town was built and which was
swept by enerny machine zun fire, prevented further pro-
gress, Several casuclties were suffered from snipers
but the poesition was finally cleared with the help of
ncrtars and cof a third rifle company which had in the
nmeantine arrived on the scene and worked its way
through the centre of the town up to the sunnit of
the hill, A squedron of tonks had entered the town
with the infantry, but been forced tc withdraw,
However, 1t continued to assist the infantry with
directe& fire on enemy machine gun posts fron the
cutskirts of the town. ‘During the same afternoon
Edrn R, had sent patrols to the north and northeast
of the town, and at one pcint elerents of P.P.C.L.I.
in AGIRA had ccme under fire from them. By dark,
P.,F.C.L.I. had cocnsclidated on top of the hill and at
the foot of it in the main square of the town, and
the night passed uneventfully except for one salvo
of nortar beombs which landed in the area of Battalion
Headquarters, but inflicled no casualties, Estimetes
of eneny losses in killed and taken priscner varied
fron 80 tc 210, while F.P.C,L.I. losses were only
one officer kiiled, one officer and ten other ranks
wounded (42). Three guns, approximately 20 M,M,Gs,,
and thousands of rounds of ammunition were also cap-
"Street Fight in AGIRA" - this story is »1so in
Hist Sec file Sicily/2 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D; Account of
?ti-?ol._Lind8qy, op, cit.; W.D., 12 Cdn Tks, 27 (28)
u L] : :

146. In commenting on this aection, Lt,-Col, Lindsay
renarked: y ol
Fronm the above fighting and from state-
nents of ﬁrisoners when questioned we

learned that the Hun dislikes intensely
hand to hand and night fighting, They
consider that ocur trcops are not only

(42) According to the War Diary total enenmy losses
ancunted to 80, Lt.-Ccl. Lindsay's Acccunt
on the cther hand refers to 60 eneny killed

* and 150 prisoners. The Divisional Intelligence
Sunnary No. 8 of 1 Aug, in referring to the
action at AGIRA, put the German losses at ?* -
"Approxinately i25 P W" and "the same number
kil edﬂ; but this probably includes the fight-
ing on "GRIZZLY". -

12
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too persistant in their manner of fighting
but also extrenely unorthodox - that is to
say, they do not fight nor nanceuvre in the
nanner the encny expects then to.

(hecount of Lt.-Col. Lindsay, op, cit.)

147. So AGIRA was finally teken after five days
of hard fighting in which practically the whole
Divisiony less 3 Cdn Inf Bde, had been engaged. It
had been hoped to teke the towm nuch riore quickly
for the spcedy advonce fron VIZZINI tc VALGUARNERA
had nade it appeesr that the enerny alwoys kept with-
droving., At LEONFCRTE and ASSORO, NISSORIA and
LGIRL, however, it was » different story., Here the
Gerrans were fighting their hardest and using their
slender rescurces te the utnost to stave off further
Allied advances., Although the defending foreces were
considerably inferior in nunbers, they were  rectly
2ided by the terrain and were always able to take
up defeusive positions on high ground so that the
Conadians inveriably had to nake gwphill attacks.,
Mcrecver, the rug:ed nature of the country made it
impussibie to deploy the wheole Division for battle
a2t oany c¢ne place, as for instance was done later in
the LIRI Veolley 1n Italy where all nine infantry
battalions fought in cne day's action against the
HITLER LINE (see Report No, 121). The Sicilian
carnpaign ccnsisted of a series of brigade "“shows",
and usually the brigade in acticn only comnitted
one battalion at a tine, but 1t ney be ncted that
2 Cdn Inf Bde brought the drawn out battle for AGIRA
to a close by using mcre than cne battalion at the
eritical nonents. Thus the Scaforth were sent in
while the Patricias were still fighting east of
NISSCRIA and the next day the Edrniontons were sent
against the ncrthern end of cbjective "GRIZZLY" as
sccn as it was apprecianted that this task was tco
big for the Seaforth alone, The backbone of the
Gernon resistance was broken on "GRIZZLY" so that
the Patricias were able to clear up the town of
AGIRA by thenmselves the fcllowing day. 3 Cdn Inf
Bde was also in acticn during the final stages of the
AGIRA battle but ovn snother sectcr of the front and
in an inderendent rcle (sce paras 164-186 below), -
Indeced, thrcughout this cperntion, 231 Inf Bde,
under cormand of 1 Cdn Inf Div, had taken the place
of the 3rd Brigede in the Division, but its role
wes seccndary to that of 1 and 2 Cdn Inf Bdes in
turn. The nain attacks were on the western approach-
es of the town prcbably because they were not as
steep as the eastern apprcachesj moreover the artil-
%iry wag deployed sc as to support an attack fron

e west,

148, AGIRA wos taken ot some cost to the Canadians
but in proporticn, the Gernmans had to pay a much |
higher price, Canadisn casuclties in the five doys!
fighting, 24-28 Jul, (which include those suffered
by 3 Cdn Inf Bde, sece paras 166~173 below) were
reported as 40 officers and 531 other renks, includ- '
ing 229 all ranks killed and missing. During the

e o
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sane pericd 691 prisoners of wer were token, although
260 of these were Italian, (W.D., 4A.A. & Q.M.G., Rear
H.Q.y 1 Cdn Inf Div, 25-29 Jul,) At ASSORO and
LEONFORTE the Ger:ans had ccrmitted all three bat-
talions of 1 Fz Gr Regt (15 Pz Gr Div) tc action and
this Reginent had suffercd heavily. (See para 89a-
bove), Only 2 Bn was left to fight at NISSORIL, but
cn.26 Jul, 1 Bn wes sent back to reinforce then. 1
Cdn Inf Div Int Surinory of 28 Jul reveals how hope-
less this formetion's position had becone by the end
cf the battle:

The plight of 1 Pz Gren Regt is clear
frcn the fact that the sapper pl and
the MC/DR pl fron Regt HQ Coy were
thrown intc the fight as inf, Even

sc the total strength cf 1 and 2 bns
was not nore thnn 350 » 400, Esti-
rated eneny killed is 200, PW nunber
125 - 150. It is clecar that nothing
but stragglers c¢an renain fron these
two bns, For the first tine the Ger-
nans were flecing fron their MG posns
leaving thousands of rounds of belted
arn beside the gmns. One abendoned MG
nest had 3 ILMGs 2nd 1 MMG the barrel
of which had never had a round fired
through it.

3 Bn was not engaged on 26 and 27 Jul.
According to PW it was withdrawn be-
yond AGIRA tc rest (ref 1 Cdn Div Int
Surrary No. 6), FPW are sure it is not
nore: than 200 strong, It 1s safe to
say that 3 Bn is the only cohesive
forece left to 1 Pz Gren Regt,

With the collapse of 1 Pz Gr Regt on 27 Jul, the
defence of AGIRA had fallen to I Bn, 15 Pz 5r

Regt (Mot) fron 29 Fz Gr Div (see pera 138 above).

Lis elready 1lndicated this Battalion did not last for
long. In referring to it the Divisional Intelligence
Sunrinry dated 30 Jul states:

Apprexinotely 125 PV were token and
the same nunmber killed, There may be
250 left, No crder had been given to
withdray, but fron the fact that the
ccys had their tpt lines #long the rd
to TROINA it 1s saofe to assune that
the rennants fled in that direction,

149, On the sane day that ihe Cenesdians took AGIRA,
1 (U.S.) Inf Div had tcoken NICOSIA, eight niles
ncrth of LEONFORTE, but only after three days' hard
fighting, On 31 Jul, following sinmiler stiff resis-
tance, 45 (U.S.) Inf Div took SAN STEFANO on the
ccast 17 niles north of NICOSIA. (15 Arny Gp
ALccount, cp., eit,) LEONFURTE, which nay be 'consider-
ed as a ﬁinge_c? the Aneriean turning mcverent, was

) '
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taken over fron 1 Cdn Inf Bde by 9 (U.S,) Inf Div on
27-28 Jul (W.D., H.Q., J Can Inf Bde, 27 Jul; Fcrson-
al Notes of Mrjcr Sesia, cp, cit., p. 56.)

150, Following theilr nauling at NISSORIA, 1 Cdn
Inf Bde had sprent sevceral days recuperatinz, R.C.R,
~at LEONFORTE, Hast & P.E.R, at ASSORO and 48 Highrs ot
NISSORIA, On 28 Juli, cn the arrival of the Anericans
in the LEONFORTE-ASSORO ares, R,C.R. and Host &
F.E.R. juined 48 Highrs in thec vicinity of NISSORIA
where the Erigede centinued to rest and carry out
naintenance of their equipnent until 30 Jul. In the
werds of Hest & P.E.R. Wor Dinry, "The order of the
dcy ccnsisted c¢f cleaning up, ea%ing large quantities
of fced and resting, an order which was conscient=-
iously adhered to by the trcceps," The only event
which brcke the tranguillity of these fcur ruch
agpreciated days of rest was the first rain stcrn that
the trccps had run intc since their landing, How-
ever, follcwing all the heat and dust they hcd been
through, this storn was welccne and according to the
Diapy cf 48 Hirhrs, "All ranks including the C.O.
tock adventage of it snd held inprcnptu shower baths
out in the rain, at the sane tine etternpting to
keep their kits dry with cimrlete lock of success."
(W.Ds.y H.Q.y 1 Cdn Inf Bde, R.C.R., Hest & F.E.R.

151, Directly after the f2ll of AGIRA, 231 Inf Bde
pressed cn towards REGALBUTO while 2 Cdn Inf Bde
syent several drys resting on the ground which they
had wen, During 29 Jul, there wes sorie oceasional
eneny nortaring and shelling on the latter Brigade's
pcsitions and on the rcad west of the town, which
had a ecnsidercble nuisonce value. Rennan%s of the
eneny fcrce which had escaped fronm the battle were
cbserved digging in on the high ground called M,
Grisostonc (square 4599) severzl niles ncrth cf
LGIRA and cn the cthcr side of the River Salsc, Dur-
ing 29 Jul, 2 Cdn Inf Bde patrclled to the line cf
the river and the Brigade Comnander crdered the
Ednontcn Reginent tc send 2 streng fighting patrcl
acrcss that night to desl with the encny contingent
which was estinated to be sbcut 80 strong. The
petrol, which was suppcrted by one bettery of nediun
artillery, nunbered 40 cther ranks under cormand cf
a sergeani, and ccnsisted of a platocen of infantry,
o detachrent of 3" ncrtnrs and a detachnent of
cerriers. Scme shelling during the night by the
battery cf rediun guns cnused the eneny who actually
nunbered abcut 200 to withdraw fron their dug-in
positions with the result that, when the patrol
attacked at dawn, they were caught while on the nove
and conpletely by surprise. The patrol's nortar
detachrent immediately opened fire ceusing havoe arncng
the Gernans. Mony started to flee only tc cconme
under the fire of twc well-placed Bren guns which
did ccnsidercble danage,  Abcut half the eneny re-
nained tc fight, and according tc one account of the
action "they wecrs svucessively nmortared fron one
position only tc be nmechine-gunned cn the next."
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When the tatr.l's armunition ran low they proceeded

“it¢ carry out an crderly withdrawsl under ecver cf
srioke from thelr nortars, and when a stronger patrol
returned shcrtly afterwards it was found that the
_eneny forece had decarped, During the action nine
eneny priscners were trken while reports on eneny
killed wvaricd fron 20 tc 50. The patrcl's casualties
were cnly twe killed and three wounded, (W.Ds.,
H.G., 2 Cdn Inf Bde and BArn'R., 29-30 Jul; Acecunt
cf Ca{tain'rritchard, op. cit, ond his "Nctes on
Fntrcls" in the sare fllej dn Inf Div Int Log
29-30 Jul, serials 210, 212, 236, 237 and 255,)

152, ~ Lpart fron' this incident these three days
passed quietly whilc plans were rade for the next
operation. During this period the G,0.C. visited both
Brigades, and spoke to 2ll ayailable cfficers about
the canpaign to datc nnd the Division's role in the
- future, It "ty be nuted thot each time he g peored
in £GIRA the inhsbitents greeted hinm with en*thusias-
tic hand-clopping, 4ncther incident cousing ruch
interest, ‘not to say anszenent enong the tcwmsrpeople,
“‘occurrcd when the Fipe Band of the Seafcrth played
"Retreat" in the tov.: square., This dranatic cerenony
was brcodeast: te the werld by the B.B.C. (W.Ds.,
H.Qs.y 1 ond 2 Cdn Inf Bdes, F,F.C.L.I., and Seafcrth
of C, and the other Battalions, 29-31 Jul.)

153. Abcut this tine reinfcrce-ents began to arrive
fron the beach area where they had been waiting since
they landed on 13 Jul. Their arrival was opportune
for the infantry bettalions were beginning to feel
their losses. Large pecks, kitbags and sleeping

- rolls alsc began to arrive from the beaches cnabling
nen and officers to get a chanpge of clothing and
replenish their stccks cf cigarettes. Unfcrtunctely,
héwever, a.nunber of these kits were nissing, while
nony octhers had been rifled while lying cn the
beaches, which naturclly ceused. ccnsiderable indip-
nation. (W.,D., 4.4 & Q.M.G. Rear Headquarters, 1
Cin Inf Div, 23-30 Jul; alsc nurcrcus Unit Disries
and Major Sesia's FPersonal Notes, op, cit,, ps 93.)

154, On 29 Jul, a perscnal resssge fron General
Montgonery was rcad to all the troops. In it he
surmied up ‘the canpalgn to date &s follows:

1. The Allied Arries lended in Sicily,
on Italian scil, on 10th July, nagni-
ficently supperted by the Rcyal Navy
and the Allied Alr Forces, and sre,
-fcday, In possossion of the whole .

.. -island exeept for the north-east

.. corner, where the ciery is now hermed in,

'+ 2¢ "L wont to tell all of you, sdéldiers
. of the Eighth Arny, that this has been
‘a.very fine perfornmance, On your be-
halfy I have expressed tc the Cenmander
cf the Seventh Anerican Arry on our
left the congratulstions of the Eighth
Arny for the way the Anerican trcops
have ¢aptured and cleaned up ncre than
half the island in record tinme, We
are prcud toc fight beside our Anerican
“Alldes, ' f
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3., The beginning hus been very gocd,
thenks to ycur splendid fighting qual-
itiecs and to the herd work and devotion
to, duty of 211 these who work in the
parts, on the rcads, and in rear nareas,

“We rust nct forget 1o glye thanks to
"THE LORD MIGHTY IN BLITLE" for giving

. us such a nood beginning. tewards the
attainment of rour Lbject.

ind now lot us et ﬂn'with the job.
Tucather wvith cur Ancricen nllies we
have knocked HMUSSOLINI off his perch.
We will now drive the Gernans cut of
SICILY. ]

5. Intc battle with ‘stout heerts.
Gu.d 11101! tO yt..u ﬁll. :

(Hist Sec fils Sicily/1 Cdn Inf Div/C/I,
Personnl Messapge fron the Army Cotmander.)

155. The fcllowing day, 30 Jul, the first issue of
the "RED I/.TCH", a dally newspaper rrepared at
Divisicnel Heudquarters, was distributed and read

out tc all the trcops. This peper contained extracts
fron the news written by Wer Correspondents which
enabled the men to get scne idea of what their friends
ond reloatives in Condda and the United Kingdon were
hearing sbcut their crnpnign. (W.D., H.Q.y 2 Cdn Inf
Ede, 30 Jul.) '

*

OFER/LTION "H/RDGATE" - THE FLAN

156. -The stage was now set for the final operation
that wos tc finish cff the Sicilian carpaign (para 96
abcve). On 25 Jul, Genersl Alexonder held = con-
ference with his two irny Ccrmonders, Generals lMont-
gonery and latton, at which arrangements were cone-
"pleted for the cdual cffensive, and a new inter-irny
boundary wes laid dewn. (W.D., Main H.Q., Eighth
Arny, July "Narrative", 295 Jul.)

157. ©On 27 Jul, 30 Ccrps Headquarters issued its
operation crder %ar Oreration "HARDGATE", It indi-
cated thet the.eneny were ncw helding an "out-post

“ position" on an approxinate line frem the ccast two

- niles scuth of CATLNI& (square 9574), west and
ncrthwest along the line of the railway to CATENLNUOVA
and thence north toc AGIRA. The main eneny positions -
were on a2 generzl line froo a strong pcint on the
ccast just scuth of CATANIA through PATERNO, ADERNO,
TROINA tc SLNT'LGATLA on the northern ccast (square
5442), In ereny operation prder dated 29 Jul and
cartured a2 few doys loter confirmed this apprecistion
cf his position although the final nain line of re-
sistance reached the cast cuast of ACIREALE, twelve
niles north of CATANIL.  Indeed, by 30 Jul, "1t was
observed  thot behind the trcdps nanning the cutposts
in the trisngle REGLLBUTO=CATENANUOVA-CENTURIFE the
bridges over the Szlso and the Simeto, west of
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ADERNO, had been blewn, Nu doubt adequate alternate
crossings existed over these slncst dry streansg
but the dencliticns indicated that thc Gernans did nct
intend tc hcld thier cutposts long. The 30 Cergs
Intelligence Surnary for 30 Jul cormented "past ex-
perience has shown that without pressure, however,
Gerrens dc not withdraws end the possibility of a
linited counter-attack ... is always there." (Hist
Sec file Sicily/C/I, 30 Corps Opernticn Order Nc.

7y 27 Juls W.D.y HeQ.y Moin 30 C rga, Appx "C",
Iﬁ}e%ligence Surmaries Nos. 382, 383, dated 30-31
Jul,

158, Tc the ncrth of 30 Corps, Seventh U.S. Arny
were to advance east towards MEéSIHA in conjunction
with 30 Ccrps! advance. They were tc use two pora-
llel rcutes, the cinst road and the inland highway
fron NICOSIA to RANDAZZO, which in turn was rcughly
rarallel with the AGIRA-REGALDUTO-ADERNO rced.,
Seventh 4rny start line for the (ffensive, which wsas
tc begin on 1 Aug, was to be the linc NIC&SIAr
MISTHETTA-SAN STEFANO; (it will be remerbered that
this start line was finally secured on 31 Jul, para
149 ab.ve)., On the right flsnk of 30 Ccrps, 13
Ccrps were preraring to carry out an attack with o
linited cbjective in the ccastsl area tcwards CATANIA
or MISTERBIANCO should it beecme neecessary; the
exact tine and directicn of this attack were de-
pendent on the progress of operaticns in 30 Corps
area, (30 Corps Operation Order, 27 Jul, op. cit,;
15th Arny Gp Account, op. eit., p. 10,)

159, The 30 Ccrps intention was to "break through
the noin eneny position and eapture ADRANO"., The
attack was te be carried cut by two divisions, 78
Div cn the right and 1 Cdn Div on the left; tﬁe
former divisicn was in the prccess of arriving in
Sicily and asserblin- astride the rcad southwest of
PALAGONIL, 15 tc 20 niles scuth of CATENANUOVA. 51
(H) Div was to enlarge its present bridgehead across
the Dittaino in confcrnity with the advance of 78
Div - in order tc securc deployrent areas for ortil-
lery within range of CENTURIFE and later on of
ADERNO. (30 Ccrps Opcration Order, 27 Jul, op, cit,)

160, As a rrelininery operation, 1 Cdn Div was tc
carture and secure n bridgehead a£ CATENANUOVA which
78 Div was tc take over on the nizht 29/30 Jul. 1
Cdn Div was then to cperate ncrthwards towards
REGALBUTO, whilc 78 Div was to be prepared to attack
fron the CATEN/NUOVA bridgehead towards CENTURIEE.
fron the night 30/31 Jul onwards, 1 Cdn Div was
allotted 142 and 165 Fd Regts and 70 Mcd Regt under
cormand, while 51 {H) Div and 78 Div were each

given an additional field regiment, 78 Div ard 1
Cdn Inf Div were alsc allotted one light battery
each. 5 A.G.R.A. under cormend 30 Corps retained
three nediun regirents. (dbid,)

161,  Speecinl effcrts were tc be nede to ensure

that the aprroach of 78 Div was not observed by the
eneny. 51 (H) Div was to concentrcte.cn naking the
eneny think that the Corps! intention wos to renew



- 69«

the attack -cn the SFERRO bridgehead directed on IATERNO.
Two further deception schencs were a2lsc planned, one
by 13 Corps invelving the use of dunny tanks forward
of LENTINI and bogus wircless conversations (sce -
Fepcrt No, 132); the seeand by the Hendquarters of the
S.S. Bde which, in conjunction with ships of the
Reyal Navy, stoged seversl foke landing attenpts on
the CATLNIL benches (43). (ibid.; W.D., Main H.Q.,
Eichth Lrry, July "Nerrative®, 27 Jul; Report by
Brigadier Layetck, be¢ing part of a Cinbined Operations
Repcrt in custoedy of C.0,H.Q.)

162. A further operation order w-s issued by 30
Ccrps Headguarters on the following day, 28 Jul.
This 1r1d down 2 téntative tinetable of cperations
as fcllows:

Date Operotion
Night 29/30 July Carture of CATENANUOVA bridge-
head by 3 Cédn Inf Bde under cone
nond 76 Div
Night 30/31 July 78 Div take over CATENLNUOVA
gzidgehend and start enlarging
Night 30/31 July 1 Cdn Div sttack REGALBUTO

Night 31 July/l Aug 78 Div complete enlargerient of
[TEN/NUOVA bridsehead,

Night 31 July/l Aug 51 (H) Div carry out prelininery
cperations ~nnd enlarge bridge-
head, = Objectives - Pt, 224 in
6881 and Ft. 193 in 6681,

Night 1/2 fug : 78 Div ~ttack CENTURIFE
Night 1/2 Auz 51 (H) Div enlarge bridgehead.
: Objectives - high ground 6683
and 6785,
Night 2/3 iug Guns nove furward for continu-

ation of cperstions NORTH-E.LST
of CENTURIFE.

(Hist Sec file Sicilg/C/I, 30 Corps Opera-
tion Order Nc, 8, 28 Jul 43.)

Tc enable 51 (H) Div to earry out its coperation con
the nisht 1/2 fug, Eighth Arry was requested to
arronge for the SfERRO bridgehead to be taken over

(43) Loter reports indicated thot these shon land-
ings succeeded in drawing off Gernan tank and
infontry forees to guard the Catania beaches
(Brigedier Leycock's Report).
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by 13 Corps on the assumption that 51 (H) Div left
one battalion there.  Eighth Arry was also requested
to arrange an aerisl bombarﬁment programme to fit in
with the preliminery’ operations, This was to con-

- sist of a full-scale all day bombing of PATERNO on

31 July 2 full-scalé bombirg of CENTURIPE from noon

! jonWards on 1 Aug and a fullescale bombing of ADERNO
DI thE‘villages ardund 1t “from any time from now
‘ *_:-onwards" "(;bid,) .

"163‘ it ‘should be remembered that when this

operafion order was being prepared the battle for

"7 AGIRA had not yet been won, It will be noted that
,the main 30 Corps attack was to come from the south
“ rather than from the west and that 78 Div fresh from
- Africa, was to carry through the main attack, Like-
‘wise on the American sectoré 1 and 45 (U.S,) Inf
i

Divs, which had been in continuous action since land-
ing, were being relieved by 3 and 9 (U.S,) Inf Divs

‘which were to carry out the final American assault
- from the west., (15 Army Gp Account, op. cit,)

' ‘M. SCALPELLO, M., SANTA MARIA and CANTENAKUOVA
26 Jul - 3 Aug

164, The preliminary operations assigned to 1 Cdn
Inf Div in the vicinity of CATENANUOVA were obviously
to be the task of 3 Cdn Inf Bde, It is therefore
necessary to go back several days in order to bring

‘this Brigade's story up to date., It will be remember=

ed that, while 1 and 2 Cdn Inf Bdes were fighting
along the axis of the road from LEONFORTE to AGIRA,

3 Cdn Inf Bde was following a parallel axis down the
Dittaino Valley toward CATENANUOVA (paras 98 = 102
and 118 above). On 22 Jul, the Brigade was position-
ed on either side of the Dittaino River about eight

. miles south of AGIRA with R, 22e R. near RADDUSA -

AGIRA Station, West N.S.R. about three to four miles
further down ihe valley in the vicinity of LIBERTINIA
(44) and Carlt & York R, north of the river on the
AGIRA road. The Brigade was preparing to advance
further east .when orders were received from Division-
al Headquarters instructing it to remain in that
viecinity untll the situation was cleared up between
LEONFORTE =nd AGIRA. Throughout 23-Jul, enemy move-
ment was observed in the hills to the east on either
side of the river (squares 5482, 5287 and 5588).

West N.S.R., closest to the enemy positions, were
subject to intemittent shelling which caused them

(44) LIBERTINIA is only marked on the 1:100,000
map (512813). LIBERTINIA Station is marked
on most maps (522832) but on some it 1s
called SARACCNI Stetion.
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frequently to change their positionsi The Germans
took this to mean that the Canadian Battalion had
become disorganized and leaderless and presumed to
send out two N,C.0s, under cover of a white flag to

. demprff the Canadians' surrender. The "West Novas"

were naturally indignant and despatched these two
"emissaries" to Divisional Hesdquarters where they
were interrogated by one of the Divisional Intelli-

‘gence Officers, The latter informed them that the

Geneva .Conventions notwithstanding he would have to
take them as. prisoners of war bacause they had not
been brought to him' blindfolded.  They did not ap-
pear to show any opposition to this decision, and it
was thought that they were quite possibly deserters
ad fabricated the whole story. (W.D., H.Q.,

= 3 d Inf Bde, 22-23 Jul and Appx 13, a marked map;
- W.Ds., West N.S.R., R. 22e R.i and Carlt & York R.,

22-23 Julj Hist Sec file Siecily/3 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D
Account by Major G.,F.C. Pangman, B.M,, 3 Cdn Inf
Bde; Personal Notes of Major Sesia, op. gitis Ps S1.)

165, That night 23 Jul, Carlt & York R, sent
out a patrol towards Mount écalpello about five

miles east of their position, but south of the river.
The patrol failed to return hut the bodies of some
of the men were later discovered and the remainder
were presumed to have been taken prisoners. (W.D.,
Carlt & York R., 24 Julj 1 Cdn Inf Div Int Tog,

25 J‘ul, serrial 59 i

166. Late-on 24 Jul R. 229 R. and Carlt &
York R, moved forward to t-ake. up positions abreast
of West N.S.R. on.either side_of the Dittaino River
to the .east and north of EIBERTINIA Station Te-
spectively, Some mortar fire and numerous Teller
mines slowed up: theé move, but-it was completed by
an early hourﬂhe follewing morning without further
oppositiog ‘During 24 Jul, West N.S.R. had con-
tacted 2/4 Hamps or (H) Div on Mount Judica, four
miles southwest of :LIBERTINIA (para 102 above) On
25 Jul the latter Battalion advanced north to occupy
Mount Scalpello, where they were contacted by a
patrol from Re 529 R. Later,. however a German
counter—atteck forced them to give soma ground., (W,

ﬂsH Q., 3 Cdn Inf Bde, 24-25 Jul and Appx 13;

. 22¢ R,y West N.S. R, and Carlt & York R.,

.24—25 Jul; 1 Cdn Inf Div Int Log, 25 Jul, serials

806, 829 and 854.)

167, On 26 Jul, 3 Cdn Inf Bde was ordered to
advance as uickly as possible and take CATENANUOVA
(45); 2/4 Hamps in the Mount Scalpello area were

- placed under command for the operation, and artil-

(45) It is assumed that these orders followed
verbal orders from Corps issued previously
to the written orders referred to in paras
158 -~ 162 above,

(
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1ery support was promised from 51 (H) Div. 4 Fd Goy,
R.C.E., were given the two tasks of clearing mines
. along fhe road to CATENANUOVA and at the same time

- developing a mule track parallel to this road and to

the south of it, in order that "F" Echelon (fighting
vehicles) traffic could be moved forward without being
exposed to observed fire. (hccount of Maj, Pangmagi

cit Cdn Inf Div Int Log, 26 Jul, serials
SIS end 045 Hist See ‘file Sicily/1 Cdn Inf Div/R C.E.
/C/F, 4’ Fd Goy, ReC.E.y, "History af the Sicilian
Campaign.n) RN

168, B..229 R. led the Canadian advance which

was along the axis of the road LIBERTINIA Station -
CATENANUOVA. In the first phase of the attack, A"
Company was to cross the Dittaino River which was
practically dried up p, and take the hill celled M,
Santa Meria which lay slightly over a mile west of
the town, "B" Coy on the right was to occupy the
country south of the road and river, to t he north and
northeast of M, Sealpello. Mules were to be used for
carrying water rations and' ammunition, (W.D.s R.
22e R. 6-27 Jul both the Diary and other accounts
su mit{ed by R. 22e R, are confused with regard to
the exaect dates of the ensuing operation; the dates
given in this narrative are those in Major Pangman's
account and in W.D., H.Q.y 3 Cdn Inf Bde.)

169. "A" Company on the left; advanced by way

of the dried-up river bed to a point some 550 yards

short of their objective.- From here they -could see °

the enemy moving about on the summit of the hill so

the company commander called for an artillery concen-
tration before attacking. Following 15 minutes heavy
bombardment on the enemy positions, and under cover

of an excellent smoke screen laid down by their own
mortars, the infantry attacked with fixed bayonets.

They were grected by the usual heavy machine gun -

and mortar fire, and in the opening phase of the

action the company commander was killed by a fragment

of an enemy mortar bomb while one of the rlatoon com- :
manders was soriously wounded (46), Another of the L

(46) The latter, Lt. G. Robitaille, was twice

hit, in the thigh and in the arm
the attack but continued to 123& ]
toon until just before reaching the summit
of the hill. He was finally stopped by a
third wound, this’ time in the chest. How-
ever, accoréing to the official citation

"~ he continued to direct and encourage his i
men. He was awarded the Military Cross.

. (Citation of Lt, Robitaillle.) E, 55?5 A/Cpl.
J,.B. Montniny, one of the section leaders
in "A" Company, was awarded the Military
Medal for the same battle. The section's
Bren gunner was killed se Cpl. lMontoiny
took over the Bren gun and proceeded, single
handed to outflahk and knock out three

. enemy.positions, and "routed the enemy who
were holding up the advance of the entire
platoon", Citation of A/Cpl. Montniny. )
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platoon commanders, Lt. €. S8imard took charge of the

company and directed one of the platoons to advance
up.the hill from the left in order to engage the
enemy and a2llow another of the platoons to continue
the main advance, Lt., Simard led this assault him-
self, and the enemy were forced to withdraw from the
heavy fire of the attackers, Meanwhile the third
platoon of the company had been pinned to the ground
by fire from a German pillbox. - Lt, Simard and his

men thereypon made a right. flanking attack on the
~pillbox, came up. from the rear and took the ten

German occupants prisoners, The young officer then
proceeded to reorganize consolidate the company

f_in order to esteblish a fifm bese on the hill, Once

's*was. done, he reported by wireless to Battalion

%hat Santa Mesria had been captured and
a. company of Germans had been wiped out, He also
urgently requested. ammunltion and rations since the
men had been fighti “with neither food nor drink
for twenty*hours. st Sec file Sicily/3 CGdn Inf
Bde/C/D, "Accounts of R. 22e R. of the battles of M.
Scalpelio and Santa Maria'; W.D., R. 22e R., 26-27
Jul, - '

170. Meanwhila "B" Company had advanced on the

" right from' LIBERTINIA Station. First of all they

penetrated behind the hill called Nicolsmnorthwest
of M. Scalpello. Thére they found an evacuee from
SIRACUSA, an Italian woman who spoke French fluently,
who gave them valuable information regarding the
enemy positions facing them, During the night they
climbed Mount Scalpello end in the. early hours of the
following morning took up positions on the eastern
extremity of the mountain, They seemed to have taken
the enemy unaware for in the early morning light they
could see guite 2 number of Germans sitting under
trees, some twenty or thirty yards away from their
machine gun posts. An effort was made to get artil=
lery fire on the enemy position, but communications
with Battalion Headquarters had unfortunately broken
down. Therefore, the company attacked on its own
with the support of its mortars. The initial bursts
of the mortar bombs caused considerable havoc among
the enemy and those.who attempted to escnpe across
the fields were quickly engaged by L.M.G. fire and by
snipers. The Germans, however, recovered from their
surprise and soon forced the French Canadians to

take cover from mortar and 88 mm gun fire. The
position became critical, so the company commander,
Major G,A. Turcot, decided to counter-attack. This
was done with g;eat vigor and the enemy was finally
dislodged from the mountain with heavy losses. Major
Turcot was himself wounded in the right foot, but
continued to direct the battle. As in all these
engagements, there were 'numerous other incidents of
individual bravery and courage recorded. (ibid.) By
the end of the afternoon of 27 Jul, the company re-
ported to Battalion Headquarters-
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. Communications are shot up, . 2 strong
' enemy positions are located. Up to°
now Coys easualties are: 0,C. Coy
‘ and 24 men, Men have been without

food and sleep for 36 hrs.

(1.D., R. 22e R,y 27 Jul.)

171.  * - During thé day, "C" Company had advanced

slowly under fire and occupied positions on the left
flank of "B" Compeny, At nightfall, this company
was forced to retire to higher ground having suf-
fered more then seventeen cesualties. By 1745 hrs,
R. 22e R, were holding the whole of M, Scalpello ;-
ridge (562830 - 589836) and a small area immediately
to the northeast (579839 - 580846), while “A" Com=-
pany remeined isolated on li, Santa Maria =z mile fur-
ther north and without ertillery support, The :
whole Battalion was hard pressed, for difficultiegf '
of terrain and the presence of a large numb2sr of
enemy mines had made it impossible to bring the
necessary supplies forward immediately . So when
the Brigade Commander, Brigadier Pehhale, visited
them late in the afternoon, he authorized the
Battalion Commander, Lt.-Col. J.P.E. Bernatchez

to withdraw the forward troops, However, at 1800
hrs before these orders could be executeé’ the

enemy began to counter-attack "A" Company's posi-
tion on Santa Maria under cover of a barrage of
mortar and artillery fire. The barrage lasted

about an hour and a half during which the company
stood fast to ward off any attack, inflieting con-
siderable losses on the enemy. Finally, at 2130
hrs, the company withdrew. (ibid., 1 Cdn Inf Div

Int Log, 27 Jul, serials 35, 51,'%8 and 62,)

172. During the aftcrnoon of the same day, 27
Jul, West N.S.R. were ordered to advance across
country to an arca southeast of M. -Scalpello
(square 5882) in pregaratiqn for an atteck on
CATENANUOVA. The Battalion left their position on
the high ground near LIBERTINIA and moved under
cover of the hills towards their objeetive, with
their No, 22 wireless set, water, tools and some
rations carried on mules, AL temporary halt was
mede near LIBERTINIA (SARACCNI) Station, and the
Battalion Commender, Lt.-Col. Bogert, and his
company commanders went forwerd to reconnoitre

the area before darkness. The advance was then
continued and "A" and "F" Echelon vehicles were
brought forward and placed under cover south of
the mountein (squsre 5782). Early in the morning
of 28 Jul, this Battalion took up a position in
the erea 35882 - 5883) esst of the mountain, which
was only two miles southwest of CATENANUOVA, '
Contact was made with part of R. 22e R, to the
north, The Battalion, however,, remained under
cover throughout the éay. Spec{el emphasis was
laid on concealment with the result that they

were apparently unseen by the enemy, for in contrast
to R. 22e R., they were not subjec% to any ,
shelling dur{ng this period., The 'latter Battalion,
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. Communications are shot up, . 2 strong
enemy positions are located. Up to
now Coys casualties are: 0,C. Coy

' and 24 men., Men have been without
food and sleep for 36 hrs.

(1.D., R. 22e R., 27 Jul.)

17k, - During the day, "C" Company had advanced
slowly under fire and occupied positions on the left
flank of "B" Compeny. At nightfall, this company
was forced to retire to higher ground having suf-
fered more than seventeen casualties. By 1745 hrs,
R, 22e R, were holding the whole of M. Scalpello. ;.
ridge (562830 - 589836) and a smell area immediately
to thé northeast (579839 - 550846), while "i" Com-
pany remeined isolated on i, Santa Maria 2 mile fur-
ther north and without artillery support, The :
whole Battalion was hard pressed, for difficultieg '
of terrain and the presence of a lerge numb2r of
enemy mines had made it impossible to bring the
necessary supplies forward immediately . So when
the Brigede Commander, Brigadier Pehhale, visited
them late in the afternoon, he authorized the
Battalion Commander, Lt.-Col. J.P.E. Bernatchez

to withdraw the forward troops, However, at 180
hrs before these orders could be executed; the
enemy began to counter-attack "A" Company's posi-
tion on Santa Maria under cover of a barrage of
mortar and artillery fire, The barrage lasted
about an hour and a half during which the company
stood fast to ward off any attack, inflieting con-
siderable losses on the enemy. Finally, at 2130
hrs, the company withdrew, (ibid., 1 Cdn Inf Div
Int Log, 27 Jul, serials 35, EI,'%B and 62.)

725 During the aftermoon of the same day, 27
Jul, West N.S.R. were ordered to advance across
country to an arca southeast of M. Scalpello
(square 5882) in precparation for an attesck on
CATENANUOVA. The Battalion left their position on
the high ground near LIBERTINIA and moved under
cover of the hills towards their objeetive, with
their No, 22 wireless set, water, tools and some
rations carried on mules, £ temporary halt was
mede near LIBERTINIZ (SARACCNLI) Station, and the
Battalion Commaender, Lt.-Col. Bogert, and his
company commanders went forwerd to reconnoitre

the area before darkness. The advance was then
continued and "A" and "F" Echelon vehicles were
brought forward and placed under cover south of
the mountain (squasre 5782). Early in the morning
of 28 Jul, this Battalion took up a position in
the zrea 15882 - 5883) esst of the mountain, which
was only two miles southwest of CATENANUOVA. '
Contact was made with part of R. 22e¢ R, to the
north, The Battalion, however,, remained under
cover throughout the day. Spec{al emphasis was
laid on concealment with the result that they

were apparently unseen by the enemy, for in contrast
to R. 22¢ R,, they were not subject to any
shelling during this peried., The latter Battalion,
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on the other hand, continued to suffer from enemy
shelling throughout 28 Jul. Its operations were
mainly confined to observation of the enemy and
passing back of information obtained to the sup-
porting artillery, which used it to good effect.
The third bsttalion in the Brigade, Carlt & York
R, 'still remained in reserve near iIBERTINIA
Statipn. (W.Ds., H.g,, 3 Cdn Inf Bde, West N,S.R.,
R. 22e R., 27 and 28 Jul.) ol

L8 Ths“!ngineefs continued their work in
preparation for this final attack on CATENANUOVA.

- By 1015 hrs, 27 Jul, although under mortar fire,
- they had cleared the road of mines to a point two

miles west of LIBERTINIA Station, That night a

 further enemy bombardment forced them to withdraw,

but the following night, 28/29 Jul, covered by a
platoon of R, 22e R., they continued the work,
picking up several more small minefields and
clearing prepared charges from nearly 211 culverts
along the route. (4% Recce patrols were also

- sent out to reconnoitre possible crossings of the

river as the road bridges were known to be blown.
The required information was obtained, but it was
found impossible to get satisfectory information
regarding the rail cressing, due to enemy action
in the vicinity of that bridge. (Account of 4 Fd
Coy., R.C.E., op.cit.; 1 Cdn Inf Div Int Log, 27
T, serind 990 WD, H.Q., 3 Cdn Inf Bde, 38 Jul.)

174, By 1910 hrs, 28 Jul, 78 Inf Div was
reported two thirds complete, with 11 and 36 Inf
Bde Gps concentrated immedistely behind 3 Cdn Inf
Bde in the area southwest of M. Scalpello. (The
following afternoon, 11 Bde was reported in squares
5479 - 5782 - 5681 - 5480 - 5080, 36 Bde in square
5381 and 38 Bde in square 5273.) Cn 28 Jul, the
Corps Commander ordered 3 Cdn Inf Bde to be placed
under command of 78 Div from 0800 hrs 29 Jul,
until 1 Cdn Div was in 2 position to gain control
and .support the Brigade. During the previous
afternoon, Maj.-Gen, Evelegh, G.C.C,, 78 Div, hed
visited 3 Cdn Inf Bde Headquarters to discuss the
coming operations with the Brigade Commander,

Plans were drawn up for the final attack on CATEN-
ANUOVA and the Santa Maria feature, but on 28 Jul
the attack was postponed until the following night,
29/30 Jul, West N.S.R. were to attack through the

(47) "The mines were nearly all No, 2 Tellers,
and the fixed charges consisted of a2n 88 mm
shell and standard 1 Kg German fixed charge
with a2 friction igniter, the whole being
{ixed og the4keystone ofﬂt%e arch ring."
Account of 4 Fd Coy, R.C.E., op.cit.
K.16059 Sgt. H.P.Chaptres in charge of this
work was awarded the Military Medal for
similar work north of PIAZZA ARMERINA and
for leading numerous Engineer reconnaissances
parties under fire 14 to 21 Jul (Citation of
Sgt. Chartres ).
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town itself and establish 2 bridgehead from 2
bend in the river scuthwest of the town to the

- high ground immediately north of the town (frem
612862 to 620842), On the left flank, R. 22¢ R,

were to retske l. Santa liaria and another hill

. about 1000 yerds to the northeailgﬁ and to join u

B
with West N.S.R. north of CATENANUCVA (from 583359
to 612862). Carit & York R, were to send ons
company to patrol the REGALBUTC and the CENTURIFE
roads, 78 Div were to exploit to the northeest
end take CENTURIPE, (48) The artillery support
for the attack was tc be coordinated by 5 4.G.R.A.
end consisted of five field regiments, two medium
regiments and one light howitzer battery. (49)
The main attack on CATENANUOVA was to be covered
by 2 1ifting berrage 1200 yards wide which wzs to
comrence 24 minutes before the zero hour of mid-
night on the line of the river south of the town
then at the zero hour to begin advencing 100 yards
every four minutes to a line zbout two thirds of a
mile north of the town, Medium concentrations
were tc be fired according tc a fixed time table
on eight set targets, including the northern
entrance to the town end M. Sante Maria, (30 Corps
Log, op.cit., 28 Jul, Messages 1100, 1600 and 1910
hrsy 2nd 29 Jul Messages 1430, 1700 znd 1915 hrs;
W.D.y H.Q., 3 Cdn Inf Bde, 29 Jul ond Appx 18,
Trece of 5 4.G.R.A. barrege and concentration
Aceount of liajor langman, op.cit. The latter
account mistakenly puts %he attack as taking place
on the night 28/29 Jul.)

(48) 3 Cdn Inf Bde was to sub-allot areas
esst and northwest of 1, Scalpello =
squares 5883, 5984 and 5583 - to 11
Inf Bde, while 36 Inf Bde and other
troeps were to take ovee positions
south of LIBERTINI/ Station - 5282,
5382 5181 et.cu (t’?aD., G.So’ HQQ.’
78 Div, July, Appx "O"; Operation
Instruction No., 1 with traces,

(49) These consisted of: 7 Army Fd Regt, R.A.
. 132 Fd Regt, R.A., 142 Fd Regt (S.P.),
R.A-, 11 H.f—..c- (S.P.) RcA., 126 Fd Regt’
R.A., (fron 51 (H) Div), 64 and 70 Med
Regts, R.A., 2nd 457 Lt How Bty, R.A.,
§H§j P;nﬁm?n's Lecount, op,cit, and W.D.,
4.G.R. .
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Just beyond the railway trecks he placed
another section to cover the advance of
the remeining section which he accompan-
ied along with his platoon Sergesnt up

to 2 point scme 15 yards from the 88 mn
gun,. There, covered by the fire of this
section, Sergcant Drapeau and L/Cpl. G. |
Gagnon rushed the gun position, killing .
its personnel with hand grensdes and |
capturing the emplacement. They then
tried tec train this gun onto an eneny
105 mn gun which was some 100 ysrds to
the south of thenm but were unsuccessful.
During this time both the Sergeant and
the Lenee/Corporal and the section
covering thenm werc fired upon by ean eneny
11G post which had teken up position abcut
150 yzrds on their left flenk, JIn spite
of the spirited enemy fire Sergeant
Drzpesu and Lancc Corporal Gegnon ad-
vanced townrds this enemy post to with-
in 50 yards of it and attempted to knock
it cut by hend grenades. Since this post
was ¢t the time being heavily shelled by
our artillery 2nd es they were unsble to
obtain zny cover frcrm our own shells and
eneny G fire they were forced to with-
draw to the railway track and rejoin
their section, At this time Lt,Lenglails,
perceiving thrt the LMG which furnished
covering firr for his leading sectlion was
knocked out uf action, ordered the re-
rieindcr of the section to withdraw under
cover to rc-organize.

1/Cpl Geognon eond Ptes Lachance and Gre-
goire remained apnd as soon as our ertillery
fire ceased L/Cpl Gagnon once more cc-
curied the site of the 88 mm gun thereby
cutting off the retreat of the enery with
the assistence of his two companions.
Pte. Gregoirc then covered L/Cpl Gagnon
and Pte Lachance as they advenced towards
the 105 mnm gun from one slit trench to
snother, Gagnon then ordered Gregoire

to return for on LMG, Without waiting
for his return both he and Pte Lachance,
covering each other by rifle fire, ad- -
vanced to within 35 yards of the gun
position, At this moment they both per-
ceived a figure emerging from the enemy
position carryving a white flag.. L/Cpl
Gagnon then sat down znd covered the
German with his rifle as he approached,
Just 2t this point he was struck by a
rifle bullet fired by another occurant

of the enery positicn. Pte Lachance
rushed to L/Cpl Gegnon's assistence but
found that he was dead, At the same tire
he sawthe last of the cnemy flee from the
gun position firing at him as they left,
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Having run out of ammunition he then
returned tc his scction tc report the
gun position wes unoccuried, Later on
Sgt, C. Dechene and 2 small boedy of ten
méen who haed been sent to reinforce the
etteckers found the gun position free
of encry on their arrival,

Due to the great courage and devotion

to duty of Lt.Lenglais 2nd his pletoon
under heavy enenmy fire and also that of
ocur own artillery the eneny's resistance
was first neutralized and then annihi-
lated. The bravery of Sgt. Drzreaun,
1/Cpl. Gagnon end Fte Lachence prevented
the eneny from noking devestating use of
his 88 nm gun ogeinst this compeny 2nd
#lso prevented the encmy from orgenizing
en orderly rctreat, Another important
fretor which a2 ssisted meterially in the
ecrturc of Hill 204 was the covering fire
‘furnished by No. 17 platcon on the right
flank of the company., Officers, N.C.Os.
end Frivate soldicrs of "D" company had
acconplished the task given to then. (50)

(Account of R. 22¢ R. op.cit.)

178. On the right flank, West N,8.R. erossed
their start line sho?tly ofter midnight adveneing
with two companies forward., The barrage scened to
have stupcfied the eneny at first, and practically
no opposition was met with, During the early morn-
ing hours, thec leading compenies advanced into the
town along the oxis on the mein highwey still
mecting very little resistence., Unfortunstely,
the barrage had not liftcd sufficiently to allow
them to ‘press on immedietely to the finsl objec-
tive north of the town. 1In the town itself, some
orposition in the form of machine gunning and
nertering wes met and dealt with; physicel obstacles
2lso made progress difficult. As a result of this
slight delsy, the follow-up compenies closed in on
the forwrrd coripenics and took over the job of
mopning up the enemy ercund the town, The forward
correnies pressed on and reeched their final ob-
jectives sbout 0300 hrs. The conpesny from Carlt

& York R., under comnand, carried out its tesk of
clearing up the eneny from the east of the town
without diffieulty, but they subsequently came
under soue severe shelling. During the =ction,
sone of the supporting-ortillery fire fell short,

(50) D.51078 Sgt. R. Drapeau was awarded the
Distinguished Conduct Medal (Citation of
Sgt. Drepesu); L/Cpl Gegnon was not
even mentioned in despatches, although he had
been recommended for a Victoria Cross (W.D.,
R. 22e R., July, Appx 6). _
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causing scveral casualties, including one of
the forward compony cormmandérs. This company -
was taken-cver by the senior fFlatoon connander,
Lt. G. R. Guy, (51) who led the troops on te

- their objective where they begen to dig in. It
+ this peint some two platoons of Germon infantry,

supported by an S8.F. gun, hegan to counter-
attack ond for a time the st N,S.R. conpany
becane divided, but Lt. Guy, assisted by the
pletoon commanders, succeeded in rcorganizing
it, He then directed the fire of a troop of
S.FP. guns which hsd been placed in support of
the conmpany, and they regainced the weapon pits
fron which the eneny had driven them, In the
course of tht fighting, 2n estimetcd 35 casu-
2lties were inflictcd on the eneny ot the cost of
only twelve cesualtics, The position was nmain-
tained throughcut the day, but under heavy enemy
fire. Battalion Heafquarécrs'was kept well in-
forned of the situstion, Through observation
carried cut by this conpany o~nd rc¢leyed by wire-
less to Bettalion Headguarters, two or threce
eneny targets were successfully engaged by the
supporting’ sartillery. (W.D., Jest N.S.H., 29-30
Jul and 4Appx 1 - Ccmpany.Accountsi Hist Sec file
Sicily/3 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D, Notes given verbally
by Br%g.lﬁ;ﬂésh Penhales %cgount of‘Lt.%Coléo e
Bogert op,eit.; 30 Corgs nt Log, op.cit., Jul,

liessrges 0, 0535, 0605, 0650, 1230 and 1840
hrs, and 31 Jul, Message 6I00 hrs, )
.:1?9. On the left, t wo ﬁlatoons of the eneny

advanced towsrds the other, for-rard compeny's
position shouting out that they were "Vingt Deux™. .
The rusc was. discovered, however, and they were
driven intc n wadi, where one ©f the follow-up
conpanies saw t hen trying €6 -dig in. This conpsny
opened fire on them end followed up with a2 spirited
bayonct charge under the persenal lendership of the
company cormander, Capt, G.L,F. McNeil (51). The

Bermans were conpletely routed; some were killed, and

the remaining 21 tzken prisoners, The Battajion
held on to the objectives thet they h-d gained but
the enenmy still held the high ground no=th of the
town which enrbled them to keep the river wvalley
under observation and all companies of West N.S.R.
suffered from continucus and henvy shelling
throughout the day. Moreover, a strong eneny post
armed with 2 2 cm gun, held cut to the southwest
of the town and prevented any trensport or guns
from being brought across the river until late on

751) Capt. lMeNeil and Lty Guy were both
awarded the Military Cross for this
operation (Citations for a/m Officers )



- 81 -

the afternoon of 30 Jul. Total Viest 11.S.R.
losses for the day werc reported os 36 =11 ranks
inelnding eight other ranks killed or missing.
Ninety-nine prisoncrs were taken, threce of then

Itelien, while it wes estimeted that sbout 66
cneny were killed, (ibid.) {
180. - ~During the day, 30 Jul, the balance

of Carlt & York R.-moved into. the area south of
¥, Scalpello (sguare 5783) and patrols of 11 Inf
Bde penetrated up the rosd towerd CENTURIPE
(squere 6387). Ten F.W, 190s attacked 78 Div
ebneentrations southwest of M. Seelpello,
causing some cesualties end dsmoge., (W.D., G.S.,

| H.Q.y 78 Inf Div, Appx "R", sitrep, 30 Jul.)

181. 4 ¥d Coy, R.C.E., also took part in the
battle for CATEN/LNUCVA. One platoocn was divided
between R, 22¢ R, and ’‘est N.S.R., =sccompanying
these Battalions in order to clear the routs and
1ift nines s required (52), The other two
plabocons made attempts during the night and the
course of the following day, to build a crossing
over the dry river bed west of the town in order
to open the way for vehicles across the river,
Une troop of tanks from 12 Cdn Tks moved up to
within a2 mile of the town to cover this work but
onc of the tanks was knocked out and the rest
were foreed to withdraw by heavy mortar and H.E.
fire. The Engineers finally ccnrleted the
crossing by 1900 hrs atthe price of several
casualties ineluding Lt. G. E. Atkinson, com-
nanding No. 1 Flstoon, who lost both his arms

"from enemy’ fire, He wes later awarded the Mili-

tary Cross for his gallant conduct on this occa-
sion. (History of 4 Fd Coy., og.cit.- T.D.y 12
Cdn:Tks? 30 Jul; Citation for LT, Atkinsonj; Brig
Penhalc's Account op.cit. also pays specicl tri-
bute to the work of the Engineers in this action.)

182. Cn the night 30/31 Jul, 11 Inf Bde of

78 Inf Div moved two battalions ébroﬂgh West N.S.R.
towards CENTURIPE. At midnight the Canadian
Battalion ceme temporarily under‘ command 11 Inf
Bde while at the some time the remaining bsttelion
of this Brigede, 5 Northamptons, came undecr con-

' 'mand of 3 Cdn Inf Bde. This English Battalion

and Carlt & York R. were now ordered by 3 Cdn Inf
Bde to exrloit the bridgehead to the northwest of
CATENANUCVA. 5 Northamptons were to seize a hill
sbout cne and one helf milcs northwest of M, Santa

(52) The porty attached to R, 22e R. became
seperated fron their commrnder and from
the Battalion. D.16185 Spr (I/Cpl) B.
C'Reilly thereupon "took command of both
the enginecr prrty and the infantry covering
party and rcorganized them for their task.
Under extrerely heceavy fire, he led this
perty for-rard to clear nmines from the route",
He was awarded the Military Hednl for his
action, (Citation: for Spr O'Reilly.)
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Maria, while Carlt & “York R. were to occupy
several other features between this hill and
the rozd from CATENANUCVA to REGALBUTC, Both
Battalions occupieéd their objectives during the
night 30/31 Jul cncountering very little eneny
opposition, 11 Inf Bde succeeded in making a
similar-advance to the northeast of CATENANUCVA
(to a 1line 634864 = 618861). Mecenwhile, on 31
Jul, R. 22¢ R, snd+West N.S5.R. rested and re-
ceivad their first rations in thirty-six hours,
During the day there ‘were several attacks by
enemy aircraft on 78 Div and 3 Cdn Inf Bde Head-
quarters but 1littlc damage wes done. (W.Ds.,
H,Qs., 78 Div and 3'Cdn Inf Bdey West N.S.R.,

SEY 30 - 31 Jul.;
Acecunt of lajor Pangman, op.cit.; 30 borps Int
Log, 31 Jul, lcssages 0540 and 2350 hrs,)

183. Cn the night 31 Jul/l iug, 5 Northanmp-
tons and West 1",S.R. returned to the command of
their respective Brigades, R. 22e R. took over
the hill oceccupied by 5 Northomptons and the latter
Battalion withdrew to CATENANUCVA, while Wcst
N.S8.R. were sent forward to occupy M. Peloso
(square 5790) a mile further north, In the derk
the Battalion dug in on a feature short of its
objective, but when daylight came the error was
realized and quickly rcetified, More shelling
was experienced during the dey but petrols werce
pushed on te occupy a further feoture celled 399
(squarc 5992). A corporel from 3 Bettalion of 3
Parachute Rifle Reginent, who was taken prisoner
in this area, supplied some valuable information
concerning cneny dispositions., During the day
Cerlt & York R. consolidated along the road east
of M. Peloso occupying a hill cest of the roed

184, On the 78 Div front the forward troops
were within 1000 yards of CENTURIFE by 1500 hrs,

1 Aug, despite difficulties of terrain and resis-
tance from trocops of 923 Fortress Battalion and

3 Fara Regt. During the night 31 Jul/l1 Aug
elements cf 51 (H) Div had captured features north
of the Dittcino River, six miles southeast of
CATENANUOVA (squares 6781 and 6881). During 1 fug
they sustained heevy counter-attacks supported by
20 tc 25 Germen tenks, the largest number en-
countered by the Allies since GELA, Over 200
prisoners including 50 Gerrians werc tzken, (W.Ds.,
Mein H.Q.y 30°'Corps, Aug, ippx "B", Sitrep to

2 U,S, Corps, 2000 hrs, 1 Aug; Lppx "C", 30
Corps-Ifit Subnary No.‘§84, 1 Aug; Main Eighth
Army Narrative, 1 Aug. -
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185. - On the night of 1/2 Aug, West N.S.R.
were ordercd to sdvance to cccupy M. Criscina
abcut thrée miles northeest of M. Pelosoc and

the sere distence scutheast of REGALBUTO. En
routc, however, the order was countermanded and
the Battalion consclidsted in the area alrcady
occupied by their forwerd ecmpanies straddling
the REGALBUTC road (square 5991). At the same
time Cerlt & York R, advanced zbout a~ mile on
the cther side cf the ro~d to cecupy & hill ecst
of the West N,S,R. position (square 6191) end
suffered ninc casualties, while R. 22e R, tock
over the M. Pelosc positicns:vacated by West -
N.S,R. HMecanvhile on the 78 Div scctor patrcls
of 38 Inf Bde entered CENTURIPE sbout 0300 hrs

2 hug but were driven out by the enemy whe held
the tovn in some strength, That cvening, 38 Inf
Bde attacked the town. After 2 night's fighting
the whele town wes reported elesrcd by 0700 hrs,
3 Aug, Tc the scutheast trececps of 51 (H) Div
cecupied i, Pietra Ferciata (squore 6583) and
petrolled to M. Serra di Spezia (five miles cast
of CATENANUCVA) where they again made contaet
with the enemy. (Account of lMajor Fangman,

. op.cit.; W.Ds., H.J., Main 30 Corps, LAug, Appx
BV, S b0 78

itreps 1000 hrs 2 and 3 Lugs Divy G.S.,
H.Q.y fug, Appx "O", Sitreps 2 and 3 Aug; H.Q.,
3 Cdn Inf Bde and fest N.S8.R.y 1 fug.)

186. The Commandcer of 3 Cdn Inf Bde still
intended to attack i, Criscina end the high
ground to .the south of it with two companies eaesh
from West N.S,R., and Carlt & York R. In the
early norning, 2 Aug, a patrol from West N.S.R.
Picnetroted as far s2s the mountein but could not
discover any cnemy, However, when the two com-
panies of this Besttalion moved forwerd, they were
heavily enzoged on high ground (6049235 half a
mile southwest of their cbjective., Nc further
progress was made during the day and about 43
casualties including 17 killéd were suffercd by
the Battalion (53). The Brigade' Commender, in
consultation with vhe C.R.A, of 78 Inf Div con-
sidered the possibility cf continuing the attzck
on this nountain objective with the support of
78 Inf Div artillery. However, due to the

(53) F.40151 Pte T. K. Hartell was awarded the
Distinguished Conduct ldedal for the part
he played in this action., During the
advance his section's Bren gunerew were

- knocked out. Pte Martell picked up the
Id2ds of these two men, Bren gun and
ammunition, end retaining his one rifle
and ammuni%ion as well "came forward 100
yds over open ground continuously swept
by M.G. »nd rifle fire to his section who
were in an advanced position and isolated
without an automatic weapon", (Citation
for Pte. Martell,)
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difficulties of the terrain the fatigue of sub-
units which hed done so much active petrelling
for the past few doys ond the probebility of
the Brigade returning tc the command of 1 Cdn
inf Div c¢n the following dsy, it weas finally
deccided to sbandon the plen. Thet night the
forward componics of West N,.S.R. returned to the
Bottalion pesition on the main rosrd under cover
of darkness. During the night, however, =rtil-
lery concentrations were put dewn on the eneny
position to give then the impression that an
attack would be made, The following day, 3 Mug,
patrols from Viest N.S.R. agein penetrateé to M
1, Crisecine but found the featurc was now un-
oceupied. The three battalions, however,
renmained in the same pesitions %hat thcy had
oeccupied the previcus day, Lt 1800 hours the
Brigade reverted to commend of 1 Cdn Inf Div
and on 4 fug noved up to the vieinity of REGAL-
BUTO. (ibid., 2-4 ug and Account of Lt.=Cocl,
Bogert, cp.cit.)

REGALBUTO» - 29 JUL - 3 AUG

187. At this point it becomes necessary to
go back a few days tc¢ resume the main story of

1l Cdn Inf Div in its final operations east of
AGIRA, It will be remembered that, while 3 Cdn
Inf Bde was operating around CATENANUCOVA, 231
Inf Bde, under command of 1 Cdn Inf Div, was, in
accordance with the "HARDGATE" plan, leading the
Division's drive on REGALBUTC, (See paras 147
151 wnd 159 to 162.) At REGALBUTC 1 Cdn Inf Div
once again came in contact with the H.G. Armd
Div, for 15 and 29 Pz Gr Divisions had by now
withdrawn to the northeast where they were l
opposing the Americen Advance, All the German
troops between REGALBUTC and the coast were now
under command of H.G. Armd Div (e.g. 923 Fortress
Battalion and 3 Fare Rifle Regt which 3 Cdn Inf Bde
contacted in the vicinity of CATENANUCVA). After
the f=11 cf REGAILBUTC an H,G, Armd Div operation
order, dated 27 Jul, was captiured which revealed
the enenmy plan of defence in this sector. The
following paragraphs of this order arc of interest:

k. The ecnemy has attacked 27 Jul only on
the right Tlank. ' He was thrown back at
pt 246 (M, Santa Maria) West of CATENAN-
UCVA (5886) with heavy losses.

-15 F.G.Div, under strong enemy pres-
sure, is taking up posns adjoining H.GC,
Armd Div beck on the genersl line REGAL-
BUTC - GAGLIANO - Esst of NICOSIA,
leaving a standing patrol in zrea AGIRA.
REGALBUTC inclusive to H.G. Armd Div,

2. H.G. Armd Div will hold itsspresent
posns, will steengthen the REGALBUTC flank
and will tzke over command of the coastal
sector to inecl ACIREALE,
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3. H.G. frnd ineer Bn with sp tps
will zeccrdingly take over the defernce
of REGALBUTC undeér direct comd of the
Div. 1t will rctein / assume command
of 3 Tp Arnd Arty Regt,

cne Flak detachment

one aqn Tank Regt, to be provided

by 1I Bn by 0600 hrs 28 Jul

Units of this REGALBUTO force will
ccase to be under cond of von CARNAP
Battle Group., Arnd Enginecer Bn will
not ree~ll demcliticn parties alrcady
rosted at demclition .points.,

Contast will .be c¢stzblished and mein-
tained between REGALBUTC ond the left
flank of 15 F,G, Div and any enenmy ¢le-
ments infiltrating between the fleanks
of the two divs will be spotted and
wiped out, This will apply likewise to
contact between the left of the Armd
Engincer Bn Gp #nd von CARNAF Battle Gp.

(Hist ‘See file, Sicily/L/F, 30 Corps
Int Summary No 387, 4 Aug, Appx "A",)

231 Inf Bde also reported meeting trocps from 3
Pars Rifle Regt at REGALBUTC (7.D., 231 Bde, 31
Jul). . ‘

188, On 29 Jul, 231 Bde advanced between
five and six miles cast of AGIRA. Some opposi-
tion was struck on a hill a little more than 2
mile southwest of REGALBUTC, but the feature was
successfully attocked and captured by 1 Dorset =nd
1 Hamps supportéd by-a squadron of 12 Cdn Tks, 3
Cdn end 165 Fd Regts." That nizht, 1 Dorset a%-
ytreked snother hill commanding REGALBUTC from the
south (565946) but they were forced toc withdraw
by heavy enemy machine gun and mertar fire. The
following night, 30/31 Jul, 2 Devon repeated the
attack with heavy artillery support from 1, 2

and 3 Cdn Fd Regts, 165 Fd Regt, R.A., and a
medium regiment (probably 7 lied Regt, R.A.).

The attack was successful; but early the following
norning enemy infantry supported by three tanks
counter-attacked with greag vigor. 2 Devon 105%
the first crest of the feature that they hed
occuried, but fought hard to retzin the second
crest, =nd 2t the priec of heavy casualties,
succeeded in restoring the situation, During the
day, reinforcenents were sent in to strengthen
the positions con this feature, Meanwhile, 1
Dorset, with srtillery support, successfully
attacked another hill north of the road and
immediately west of REGALBUTC. During this opera-
tion, "A" Sqn, 12 Cdn Tks, continucd to support
the infantry, giving covering fire where possibile.
Un 30 Jul, they came¢ under very hcavy mortar fire
and suffered casualties, (W.Ds., H.Q., 231 Inf
Bde, H.Q., R.C.A., 1 Cdn Inf Div and 12 Cdn Tks,
29-31 Jul, - the R.8.A. Dirry scems confused in
its dates; 1 Cdn Inf Div Int Log, 29-31 Jul
serisls 166, 190, 198, 209, 230, 273 and 304.)
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189. There was scme doubt as to the where-
cbouts of the enemy in the hilly country betwecen
REGALBUTO and CATENANUCVA, so on 30 Jul, the
G.0.C., 1 Cdn Inf Div,ordéred the Divisional
Reconnaissance Sguadron to send a troop out to
investigate the area immediately northwest of

M. Peloso and scuthwest of REGALBUTO (squares
5691, 5692 =nd 5693). The rugged terrain forced
the patrol to complecte its tesk on foot but no
enemy were centacted, The fcllowing dey, 31 Jul,
another patro} was sent on to the REGALBUTC =

CATENANUOVLA: road - square 5990, (¥.D., "A" Sqn,
© 4 Cdn Recce'Regti 30-31 Jul; 1 Cdn Inf Div Int
&

Log, 31 Jul, scrial 297.)

190, During this seme two days, 30 and 31
Jul, the threc battalions of 1 Cdn inf Bde were
rnoved up east of REGALBUTO in support of 231 Inf
Bde. During the morning of 31 jul, 48 Highrs
were ordered to take over from 1 Dorset the long
ridge zbout one mile northwest of REGALBUTC which
dominated the whole area north of the town., From
its twin peaks, observation was possible over the
northern and eastern exits from the town. To
reach their objective, the Brttalion had to debus
about four .,or five miles east of AGIRA and narch
across country in a north-easterly direction,
leaving their wvehicles and supporting weapons
behind, During the early afternoon, 31 Jul, they
secured their objectives which included the REGAL-
BUTO Cemetery and railway station. They occupicd
the northern slope of the ridge, while 1 Dorset,
two companies of which had just been forced back
from another hill north of the town, dug in on the
scuthern side. ‘Throughout the evening, 48 Highrs
were in constant contact with enemy infantry and
tanks. (7.Ds., H.Q.y 1 Cdn Inf Bdc a2nd 48 Highrs,
31 Juls 1 Cdn Inf Div Int Log, 31 Jul, scrial 276;:
Hist Sec file Siecily/1 €dn Inf Bde/C/D, Accounts
of Major G.BE.B. Renison and Lt.-Col. I.S. Johnston.)

191. .The stagec wns now set for a direct attack
on the town of REGALBUTO, During the morning of

31 Jul, the Divisional Commender came forward into
231 In% Bde's arca to reconnoitre the situation,

.and at 1700 hrs that afternoon he held a confer-

ence with his brigade commenders at which he out-
lined his plan of attack, ' He €Xplzined the posi-
tion of 231 Bde which had one battalion 2nd one
conpany firmly c¢stablished on the high ridge
immediately south of the highway =2s it entered
REGALBUTO (562945) =2nd another battalion on the
high ground astride ancther road at the northern
entragece of the town (563953). He added that an
attempt to occupy the ridge immediately east of
the town (572948, also called "Tower Hill") was
stopped by cross fire from tanks sited in the
valley south of REGALBUTC, 231 Bde were -at present
trying to get six pounder guns into position to
deal with these tanks,
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192, Generel Simonds then went on to
order his brigades as follows: X

(a) 231 Bde was cgain to attempt to seize the
ridge.southeast of the town (572948) that night.
(Lccounts of the operation indicate that this wes
to be:a reconnaissance in force to feel cut the
eneny positions for the mein attack by R.C.R.) -
(b) The battelicn (48 Highrs) of 1 Cdn Inf Bde,
which was relieving 1 Dorset at the road junc-

tion irmediztely ncorthwest of REGALBUTO (562953)

was to patrol to the north as far as the River
Salsoc., A second battalion (R.C.R.) from 1 Cdn
Inf Bde wns to be held ‘in readiness to act in
accordance with the success or failure cf 231
Bde's-advonce, If the latter were successful,
this battalion, on receipt of the appropriate
code word- fron 231 Bde, was to advence to the
ridgd (572948) estrblish 2 firm base and patrol
actively zlong & further ridge east of the town
(586950 to 609955). On the other hand, if the
préliminery operation wes not successful, this
battelion wes to attack the ridge (572948) at
0200 hrs, supported by Divisional /rtillery con-
centrations on the ridge itself and on M.
Tiglic 2 nile tc the south (square 5793).

(c% 2 Cdn Inf Bde was to send patrols during
the night to the high ground across the Salsc
ebout five miles northgast of REGALBUTO (sguares
6000, 6001, 6100 ' and 6101). (Hist Sec File SicilyA
Cdn Inf Div/C/1, Nétes from Orders by G.C.C.,

1 Cdn Inf Div, 1630 hrs, 31 Jul.)

193. Preperatory to the attack, R.C.R.
advanced by the main road to within 2 mile of
REGALBUTO, whence they branched off tc the right
by a side track running south of the hill
occupied by 2 Deven (sec para 188above) and
perallel to the mein road., They moved along this
road without sny vehicles, (54) except for two
carriers which attracted a few eneny shells, and
rcached the outskirts cf the town innediately
opposite their objective., Here they contescted
the cfficer in charge of 231 Bde's patrol (sec
pera’ 192 above) who reported thet he had beccme
lost approachin: the eneny's positions, whose

(54) Maj. Renison said that R.C.R. formed a
male train in. an attenpt to bring forward
supplies during this engegement and that
it suffered heavily from nmortar fire but
there is no mention of this in R.C.R.
accounts,
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defences he was to test. Consequently, the
artillery support (55) was cancelled when this
wes reperted, md the R,C.R. had tc proceed on
their own. During the night, howcver, from
enother source, it wes 1earned that about 100
peratroops had moved into the town supported
by sbout 20 tenks, {(#W.D.y R.C.R., 1 Lug - this
diary is one day cut in dts” reckoning; W.D.,
‘H.Q., 1 Cdn Inf Bde, ‘ppx 3, Int Log 31 Jul,
2515 hrs, 1 fug, 0010 hrs, 0050 hrs; 1 Cdn Inf
Div Int Loz, 1 Aug, s.rizl 332; Acecunts of
iajor Renison and Majcr Fowers, op.cit,)

194, Onc company remained in the southwest
corner of the town in order to give covering fire
to the other three companics which proceeded to
advance against the eastern ridge which was their
obaective. It was found, however, that the line
of "approach was cut by = revine far deeper than
expected. On the othcr side of this ravine, and
alcng the shoulder of the ridge, ran the roesd
south to CATEFANUCVA, Al], three companies pro-
ceeded to climb down the ravine and move towerds

- the ridge, with one company directed on the

-centre and the other two at either flank., The
centre company nznsged to get pert way up the
other side ¢f the ravinme only to find that the
houses of the town, covering the crest of the
ridge, extended nmuch further cast than marked on
the map., Enery tanks were. hidden among the
buildings and.prevented any further advance, and
with the advent of deylight, the ccmpany was

- forced todt hdréw again to the bottom of the
ravine, One platocn, which had been sent on a

. lef't flanking movement sgainst the cnemy tanks,
was cut off, but during the day under the skil—
ful manqgement of its platoon commander, it
nanaged to work its way through the town, which
Wag GEET] 18 Aoy hinaAc Bad \oth \ip wieh A
Highrs on the other side. (ibid.; w. D R.C. R.,
July, fippx 5, Company /ccount of Operations;

1 Can Inf Div Int Log, 1 Aug, serials 333, 342,

- 346 £nd 350.)

195. Meanwhile, the company on the right
flank hnad 2lso sent cut tank hunting patrols but
without success, With the advent of day, all
‘three forward companies were foreced to withdraw
to take what cover they could on the western side

(55) It might be mentioned here that at 2130
hrs.an Officer from a reconnaissance
€lement of 1 (U.S,) Inf Div arrived =t
Divisional Hcadquarters and asked for
sone artillery support in the aresa of
GAGLILNO four ‘miles north of AGIRA, One
battery of 2 Cdn Fd Regt was nssigned
to fire several concentrations. (W.D.,
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of ‘the ravine which was completely dominated

by the enemy hclding the  -escarpment above then.

The reserve conpany remained in the southwest
corner cf the town also under enemy cbservaticn

~and. fire, During the day, several attempts were
.made to get on tc the roa&'

put withcut success for every movencnt drew
.dowvn machine gun and mortar’'fire, The Battalion
was forced tec remein in these exposed pesitions

scuth of the town,

all day suffering, not only fron enemy fire, but
alsd from the great heat of the Jugust sun, the

.stench of the town and of the dead lying around,
- and from leck of food and water, According to

one 'campeny's sccount; "it was & very helpless
feeling for there was very little we could do
and we were continually being sniped at, shelled
and nortered” (W,D., R.C.R., Jul, Appx ), fc-
count of "C" Coy). During the early afterncon,
one of the Battalion's anti-tank guns was non=-
handled into a position on the outskirts of the
town in an endeavour to knock out the eneny's
tanks which were causing so much trouble,
Unfortunately, just as the gun was about to fire,
one of the cnemy tenks spotted ity darted out
from behind 2 building and registcered a direect
hit on the gun killing one of the crew and
wounding the rest and the Anti-Tank Platoon
Cfficer. (W.D., R.C.R., 1-2 'ug and Company
Accounts in July Diary; Account of Maj. Powers,

op.cit.)

196. To the north cf the town, 48 Highrs,
tenporarily under cormmend of 231 Inf Bde, were
also engeged throughout the day. Follow{ng
receipt of the Divisional Commeander's orders of
the previocus evening, one compsny was sent tco
patrel the high ground two or three miles to

_the north., They found this feature partly held

bﬁ enenmy, infantry supported by tanks and during
the rest of the day, the company was in constant
contact with them, The rest of the Battalicn
patrolled actively throughout the day and carried

‘out a series of minor skirmishes with eneny

patrols, Both sides fought cautiously and for
the most part shooting was confined to L.H.G.

and rifle fire, However, a number of eneny tanks
were seen from time to time throughout the day.

‘These shelled the Battalion's position fron the

town, but did not attack. (W.D., 48 Highrs, 1 -
Augy 1 Cdn Inf Bde. Int Log - messages 0745, 0920,
1160, 1115, 1210, 1700, 1830, 2310 hrs, 1.Augs
Accounts of Lt.-Col. Johhston, Maj. Renison

. A message sent
by the Battalion to 1 Cdn Inf Bde Headquarters

“at 2000 hrs summed up their asctivities for the

day:
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B.H.Q. below warchouse-at terminus of
railway arca 557952. VA" Coy on ridge
554954 - 557954. "C" Coy on both
sides of road at entrance toc cemetery
558953. "B" Coy in reserve =rsa 557953.
up" coy patrolling areca 563973 where
they are in contact with enemy in
sniping contest which is stalemate,

_ F.C.0, has reportcd tanks on rd 561953
which engaged fwd elements apparently
withdrawn. Dorscts have all withdrawn

3 intc this Bn area and are resting. HNo
suprerting arms asble to et up. Casu-
alties killed 1 and 2 wocunded 1 and 8.
wWater supply fair, Rnation not.

L sccond rmessapge ot 2100 hrs addeds

Eneny counter-attacked and captured 1
‘offr and cne man at 559952. Will kecep
you infofmed.

(1 Cén Inf Bde Int Log, 1 Aug.)

197. , Engineers from 1 Fd Coy 4 R.C.E.,
had worked o1l 'day undcr shell fire éeveloping
en cmergency track from the highway (square
5394). By utilizing sone existing trails, they
cempleted the job that night and supporting arms
and rations finally rrrived during the early
merning of 2 Lwg,., (W.D.; 48 Highrs, 2 fug;
lecount of Maj. Renison, ope.cit.; W.D., 1 Fd
Coyy R.C.E. 4l fug,rekes no reference to this
job but speaks of completing a by-pess on the
nain roazd at 534940.)

198, "+ Due to the break-down of the Forward
Observation Officer's wechiecle, 48 Highrs were
without ertillery support, Late in the after-
nocn, however, support was obtained via a Bri-
gade wireless link from a British medium regi-
ment (probably 7 Med Regt, R.A.), which had an
observation pcst on the same fea%ure as the Bri=-
gade cormand poest., This unit put down several
regimental conecentrations which grcatly heartened
the infantry end, noreover, forced the enemy
infantry and tanks to shif% their positions,
(Account of Haj. Replson, op.cit.) (56)

(56)° Major Renison refers to the supporting
fire of the British Medium Rcgiment and
te the building of the track by 1 Fd Cuy,
R.C.E., &s both tzking place on 31 Jul,
but the other accocunts seem to indicate
that 1 Aug was the actual date, Chrono-
logical mistakes erc fairly common which |
is not surprising considering that the
acco%nts were given some time after the
event.




- 9T - .

During the day, 7 HMed Regt, R.A., directed by
the Alr 0,P,, Aalso carried out two succéssful
counter-battery shoots egainst eneny artillery
“east of REGALBUTC (points 587949 and 625963).
1 Cdn Fd Regt 2lso reported firing constantly
throughout the¢ day at targets of cpportunity
111 the towno (?I.DS., H-Q-’ R.C.ﬁ., 1 Cdn I]"Lf
Div and 1 Cdn Fd Regt, 1 Aug.)

199. Lt 1530 hrs, 1 Aug, the Divisional
Cormander issuwcd new orders., He explained how
the attack of the previous night on the ridge
+ at the southeastern corner of REGALBUTO had
been stopped by Yenemy tanks skilfully sited
&s pill boxes', He added:

There arc definite indications that
the eneny EAST of REGALBUTO will nct
withdraw unless ordered to do so by.
his own higher comd. He is well
sited and possesses about 8 tks, It
is probably that he will fight hard
to hold his presant posns,

(Hist Sec file Sicily/1 Cdn Inf
Div/C/1, Nctes from Orders given
by G.C.C.,y 1530 hrs, 1 Aug.

In his revised plan of atteck, he ordered 231
Inf Bde with 48 Hights under command to establish
a firm base west and northwest of REGALBUTO and
- then to elcen up the town itself, 1 Cdn Inf Bde
with full Divisionel Artillery in support, was
to secure M, Tiglio 2 high hill on the western
side of the CATENANUOVA road (574934) and about
& mile south ¢f REGALBUTO, This was to be a
silent attack under cover of darkness, unless
surprise were lost before the zero hcur, (The
artillery prepared =~ task table in-case it was
needed.) Then at s2bcut noon the following day,
the advance wos to be mede northeast from M,
Tiglio behind = barrage to secure the western
end of a ridge (588950) lying due east of REGAL-
BUTO. From this point, part of the assault
troops were tc turn west along the ridge towards
. REGALBUTC, to where R.C.R, had been held the
previous éay, and clean up the eneny they found
there. -The renainder were tc advance east to
secure the main ridge to a peint (607955) two
miles east of the town, (ibid; W.D., H.Q.,
R.C.A., 1 Cdn Inf Div, 1 Eug.)

200, After dark on 1 Aug, R.C.R., with-
drew from their exposed positions and retired
to rest and reorganize in an arcea about two and
a half miles to the west (square 5394). Hast &
P.E.R. were given the task of carrying out 1
Cdn Inf Bde's part of the Divisional plan.
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‘ atrol hnd been sent
cut to explore the country to the socutheast,
but it hed lost contact with Battalion Hcad-

guerters, and at 2200 hrs, . the Battalion

. had to-set out befcre the patrol coculd rcport.

£¥thcuch no opposition wes met in the first
task, the operetion was a difficult one for
the route lay throuch scne of the roughest
country thet the Battalicn had yet encountered,
By first light, 2 Lug, however, they had
scecled ahd occupied their first objective,

M, Tiglio, There were nc eneny on the hill
but from equiprent captured, it apreared that
they had roved cut a short %ime before the
Canadians' -arrival, Once again, lack of roads
nade it impossible to bfing up any vehicles
and "all food, water, armunition, wireless
sets, mortars ahd other necessary equiprient
had +o be man-packed over a mule track which
went twice as far up and down as it went
along", (Account of liaj. Renison, op.cit.)
The Battalion was now ordered to rest for a
few hours while the final details of the
second part of the plan for the attack north-

_wards were worked cut, ‘The attack was to be

suprorted by a heavy artillery barrage (by

1, 2 and 3 Cdn Fd Regts), and by concentrations
of observed fire (by 165 Fd and 7 Med Regts,
R.A.), while all available air support was >
direc%ed against traffic and movement on the
high ground running east of the objective (i.e,
east from grid line 59), According to Major
Renison: "It was believed that the eneny would
withdraw when the assault developed and it was
hoped that the air attack would pin him down
to the ground and prevent this operation®.
(ibid.; also W.Ds,, Hast & P.E.R., 1-2 Aug and
H.Q.s R.C.A.y 1 Cdn Inf Div, 1-2 Aug and
Appendices 1, 2 and 3 being task table and
trace.)

201.. During the night, at 0020 hrs,

7 Hed Regt had put down harassing fire in the
area north of the road running east from REGAL-
BUTC (580950 ~ 640954) in the belief that it
was harbouring enemy motor trensport and guns.
Then, at 0645 hrs, 1 Cdn Fd Regt laid down a
smoke line for 24 Kittyhawks which bombed and
strafed in the sane vicinity, During the day,
the Air Force rerorted hitting over 40 eneny
notor ‘transport between REGALBUTC and ADERNO

as well as 50 rore at CESARC to the north,
Eight light bomber, attacks were also made on
ADERNO where a large fire was started, and two
attacks made on both BRONTE and RANDAZZC,. (W.D.
H.Q., R.C.A.y 1 Cdn Inf Div, 2 Aug; 1 Cdn Inf
Div Int Log, 2 Aug, serials 416 and 4185 W.D.,
Main 30 Corps, Aug, Appx "D" Air Notes, 2 Aug.)
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202, The difficult nature of the ground and

trouble with wireless sets slowed up the preparations
for the final attack, and the zero hour had finally
to be put back from 1400 to 1600 hrs, In the mean-
time, however, a patrol of 48 Highrs had penetrated
REGALBUTO from the north and discovered that the
eneny had evacuated (57). Two companies of 2 Devon
took over the tovm, and 48 Highrs rensined in defen-
sive positions for the rest of the day., (Account

of MMaj. Renisony op. cit.; W.D., 48 Highrs, 2 Aug;
1045’ 18 HAe 10k The Opr wat., 1205 hvs, 2 sug.)

203. As a result of this information, the artil-
lery barrage was cancelled at the last minute and
Hast & P.E.R. were ordered to move forward and occupy
their objective. They crossed the CATENANUOVA road
and en route occupied M. Giorgio (square 5893) which
appeared to have been recently evacuated. The Ger-
mans,.reported to be two companies of paratroops (i.
Hest & P.m.R., 2 Aug), were, however, still
iding out on the ridge east 0 R*GALBUTO, and as
the leading conmpany of Hast & P.E.R. began to swing
north from I, Glorgio and penetrate the valley be-
tween the mountain and the ridge, the enemy opened
up with fierce machine gun and nortar fire, Heavy
cesualties were avoided by quickly bringing 3" nortar
fire docwn on the eneny positions. The leadin: con=-
pany then ascended !i. Gierglo in order to give cover-
ing fire for the other three comyanies, which pro-
cceded toc move northwards across the valley. For
once, wireless communications with the forward com-
panies worked well throughout the attack, with the
result that the Forward Obscrvation Officer of 2 Cdn

~F'd Regt was able to bring down very accurate artil-

lery concentrations on the enemy. The infantry ad-
vanced quickly behind the artillery fire and secured
the ridge in spite of stiff opposition. The re-
mainder of the -enemy withdrew, and Hast & F.7”.R. con-
solidated the high gréund immediately west of REGAI~
EUTO. (W.D., Hast & }.E.R., 2 Augj Accounts of Hag
Reniscon, esnd Maj. Canppell & Capt. Waugh, op. cit.

(57) The town 1tself was reported badly damaged

: by bombs and shell fire. Capt. Cunninghan
described what 3 Cdn Inf Bde saw when they
entercd it two deays later:

The town of Regalbuto was found to have
been badly smashed by the British. At-
tacked several times by aircraft and
heavily shelled by artillery, hardly a
building remained intact, One seetion of
the main road through the town was con-
pletely blocked with rubble, though the
engincers, with the aid of bulldozers
~had forceé a one-way route through a side
street, The town was deserted; most of
the inhabitants had fled to the hills or
the railwey tunncls, but with the entry
of the Allied troops they were beginning
to return. They were a pitiful sight
dirty, ragged, frightened and apparen%ly
half-fed. They were accompanied by the
town's canine population and hordes of
flies,

(Capt. Cunningham's Account, op. cit,)
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204, The following day, 3 Aug, 1 Cdn Inf Bde
completed its task of occupying REGALBUTO and the
three battalions concentrated the area, 48 Highrs
a mile to the north of the town, Hast & P.E.R, on
the ridge east of the town and R.C,R. on I, Glorgio
south of the town,48Highrs and Hast & P.E.R., rested
for most of the day, while R.C.R. moved into their
new positions and nmade contact with 3 Cdn Inf Bde

to the south, (Account of Maj. Renison, op, cit,,
and Battalion War Diaries.) '

205. It the G,0.C's, conference that afternoon,
1 Cdn Inf Bde was ordered to move clear of REGAL-

- BUTO and of the road south to CATENANUOVA, and to
reorganize in an arca (squares 5894, 6195 and
6193% west of the town and south of the main rcad
to ADERNC., Patrols were to be pushed east =zlong
the laterasl road to gain contact with 78 Inf Div.
231 Inf Bde. was slso to leave REGALEBUTO and reor=-
ganize in an area several niles to the west, 3 Cdn
Inf Bde, which reverted to the command of 1 Cdn
Inf Div at 1800 hrs that day, was to move into the
REGALBUTO arca and take up positions immedi ately
northwest of 1 Cdn Inf Bde, (Hist Sec file Sicily/
1 Cdn Inf Div/C/I, Notes on G,0.C's, conference,
1500 hrs, 3 Aug.)

206. These rioves took place as ordered and early
on 4 Aug, 48 Highrs took up positions (595955) abou
two miles east of REGALBUTO. Later in the day .
R.C.R, advanced two miles overland without thelr
vehicles, from M, Tiglio to M. Criscina, (square
6193), in order to protect the left flank of 78

Inf Diy, Hast & F.E.R., remained on the ridge
(579944) east of the town. All three Battalions
sent out patrols to the east contazcting 2 Cdn Inf
Bde and 78 Div. (W.Ds., H.Q., 1 Cdn Inf Bde, R.C.R.,
48 Highrs, Hest & P,E.R.y 3 & 4 fug; 1 Cdn Inf Div
Int Log, serials 556 and 612, 4 Aug.) On 4 Aug, 3 -
Cdn Inf Bde took up their positions around REGALBUTO,
R. 22¢ R. to the northwest (square 5596), Carlt &
York R. and West N.S,R, immediately east of the

town (squares 5795 and 5895 respectively). For the
second successive day, American planes bombed
Censdian troops in this area, but there were, for-
tunately, few casualties. (W.DS., H.Q., 1 and 3

Cdn Inf Bdes, 3 and 4 Augj; Hist Sec file Sicily/3
Cdn Inf Bde/C/D, Account of Capt. R.D. Prince, I.0.
3 Cdn Inf Bde,)

NORTH OF THE SALSO -- HILL 736,
M. REVISOTTO and M, SEGGIO,
: 1l -6 AUG

207 The axis of 1 Cdn Inf Div's advance now
swung north of the main highway in order to avoid
collision with 78 Inf Div, Indeed while 1 Cdn

and 231 Inf Bdes had been taking and consolidating
REGALBUTOy 2 Cdn Inf Bde had clready set about their
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task of penetrating the mounteinous and almost road-
less country to the northeast, which cormanded the
northern and western approaches to ADERNC (sce
G.0.C's orders .of 31 Jul, para'l92 abovc). At the

-same time, the Divisional Engincers were to develop
- & route in this direction (W,D., 1 Fd Coy, R.C.E.,

1 fug).
208. - It will be remerbered that the Szlso River

-runs into the Simeto river a few niles west of

ADERNO (see para 49 above), The Salso has vearious

-tributarieg running into it from the north, the mos?®

important of which is the Sottq di Troina, which
flows from the town of TROINA, sbout twelve miles
northwest of REGALBUTO, southeast and south to its
junction with the Salso at a point five nmilcs west
of ADERNO, Four niles further east the Simeto also
joins the Salso, running roughly parallel to the
lower Troina. West of the Troina and north of the
Salso the country is very mountainous and therc are
no roads. The nost easterly of these mountains,
best called Hill 736 (its height in netres), vrs to
play an inportant part in the coming operations. Fron
it a ridge extendeg down to the junction of the
Salso end the Troina rivers. East of the Troina
there is onc secondary road running down from TROIIA
along the eastern bank of that river and then turning
east 2long the Szlso valley through the village of
CARCACI (square 6896) and entering the main AGIRA -
ADERNO highway, where it crosses the upper Simeto.
North of this rosd are more nountains, the chief of
which are called M, Revisotto (square 6400) rising
fron the east bank of the Troina and M. Seggio
(square 6800) rising from the west bank of the Upper
Sincto. On the other side of the Simeto another
road runs northwards from ADERNO to BRUNTE and from
thence on to RANDAZZO. North of REG/IBUTO, the Salso
velley is very narrow and steep but a few miles fur-
ther east it broadens out into open rolling country
covered with orchzrds. The main highway follows
the general line of the Salso from AGIRA to ADERNO,
but at AGIRA and again at REGALBUTO it is divided
fron the river by some low hills, A few niles west
of ADERNC 1t crosses the Salso and then the upper
Simeto a short distance above the junction of these
two rivers. South of the REGALBUTO - ADERNO road
There are more hills, on the highest of which is
perched CENTURIEE six miles southwest of ADERNO.
Northeast of ADERNC the ground rises continuocusly
culminating in the pe-k of Mount Etna some ten miles
away. (This paragreph is based on a study of the
maps referred to in para 49 above,)

209. 1 Cdn Inf Div Int Summary of 7 Aug reveals
the German dispositions in this area:

With the Germans holding TROINA and the
nassif running East from the town South
of the TROINA - ADERNO rd, they sat on
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our left flank during the days of the
advance on ADERNO, 1 Bn 382 (Regt)
occupied this posn and fought with sorne
stubbornness. II Bn 382 had three coys
defending the TROINA river crossings at
6299, 6001, 6400, when these posns were
broken 4 Aug our units then met I and III
Bns 3 Para Regt defending the SIMETO River
and the approach to ADERNO, These two bns
had been appreciatively (sic) strengthened
by the ebsorption of 923 Fortress Bn into
their coys, -

210. - On the night 31 1 _Aug, a strong patrol
fron Ednn R. wns sent out to reccnnoitre a route to
the high ground (in squere 6001), already referred
to as Hill 736 (sce para 208) and to ascertain

iether there were any eneny in this area, The

rigade plan, as mucnded on 1 Aug, provided that
following its return this patrol was to lead the
rest of the Battalion to the first objective, Hill
7363 the Ddmontons would then send out further
patrols townrds the sccond objective, il, Revisotto
.. 2cross the Troina river, Finally a %hird objective

M. Seggio another two miles east of M. Revisotto,
was ralso to be oceupied. Since there were no roads
west of the Troina river, rmules were to be substi--
tuted for motor transport for the first time on a
large scele, “According to the War Diary of 2 Cdn
Inf Bde Headquarters, "the Bde had at its disposal
all the mules of the Div in order that each battal- |,
- ion might cerry 48 hours reotions, amn, 3" mortsrs |
and the Sup Coy their M.Gs," (583 Vehicles were
not to be noved until the R,C.E, nre able to con-
struet a sufficlicntly good track for their passage
up to the mountains and across the Salso river",
(W.D.y HiQ.y 2 Cdn Inf Bde, 31 Jul and 1 Aug; Hist
Sec File 8eily/2 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D, Accounts of
Capt. F.N. Popes I1.0., 3 Cdn Inf Bde ond Capt. C.H.
Pritchard, Ednn R.)

211, The Edmonton patrol returned on the morning
of 1 Aur and reported that "the trails were dried wup
strean beds-filled with rocks, and going would be
difficult even for personnel and rmles" (W.D.

Ednn R., 1 fug). While the route -~long the river
bed of £he Salso was just passable, it wes con-
sidered better to cut overland parallel to the

(58) It mey also be noted that on 30 Jul, the
War Diary of Seaforth of C, noted that
"the Int Section was enlarged to 38 all
ranks, 30 of then riding horses and acting
as scouts." '
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river through s valley north of REGALBUTO (59).
They had reached the foot of Hill 736 and had
fired several bursts from a Bren gun towards the
surmit, but had received no reply; nor had they
encountered any cnemy on the way. (Accounts of
Capts, Pope and Pritchard, op, ecit.)

212, =~ The Battalion was, therefore, ordered to
carry out its task that night, with one Medium
Machine Gun Flatcon of the‘Brigade Support Group
under cormmand, During the afterncon, the rifle
conpanies narched to an assenbly area ebout four
riiles east cf AGIRA where the riyer Salsc comes
close to the road (sguare 5295). The business of

‘ ‘harnessing and loading the rmules, however, proved
. slew ond difficult, so that ot mid
~Ang officer decideé

: dnight the cornand-
to go forward without the mule
trein!whish carried the 3-inch mertars, nmedium
nachine guns, wirelcss sets, reserve amrmnition and

_ supplies, The exceptionally difficult terrain slowed
. progress down to about one nile per hour, while

further delay was caused by eneny sireratt dropping
flares which forced the Battalion to deploy in an
effort to escape cobservation., It seerméd that the
Gernans had wind of the operation, probably as a
result of spotting the reconnaissence patrol on

the previous night. At any rate, when the Battalion
pcused shortly after dawn to reorganize on some high
ground north of the Seclso (square 5800) and less
thon two niles short of their objective, eneny self-
propelled srtillery opened fire on them from the
south side of the river. Shortly afterwards enemy
nediun nachine gurs znd nortors also opened up from
the high ground on their left, l.e. to the north.
The enemy had forestalled them and occupied Hill

736 and its spproaches in'considerable force. Never-
theless, three rifle companies were sent forward

in an endecvour to take the high ground in front,
Scrme progress was nade under heavy machine gun fire,
but consolidation was impossible. For the remain-
der of the day these forward companies held their
positions under rocks and c¢liffs, but they were
unable to dig slit trenches because of the rocky na-
ture of the ground. During the late afterncon, they
were 'withdrawn. from their untenable positions to
reorganize on the low ground. toc the south for a new
attaCk. (ibid.’ and W.D., Edm Rl’ 1-4 ﬂug.)

(59) It is not clear which route was followed
by the rifle companies, but Capt. W. A,
Ogilvie, Canadian War Artist with the
Division, who accompanied the mule train
carrying the Battalion's supplies, states
the latter definitely followed the river
bed during part of the journey.
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215. At 2300 hrs, 3 Aug, one company of Edmn R.
advanced toward the hill which was the Battalionls
first objective in the ncw attack on Hill 736, and
in the face of considerable opposition captured i%
by 0430 hrs, This company spent the rest of the
day, 4 fug, consolidating and patrolling whilie two
other conpanies proceeded on down the Salso valley
preparatory to attacking M, Revisotto. Meanwhile,
supplics and water were again sent forward by
mules, {(W,D., Edmn R., 3=4 /g, and Account of
Capt. Pritchard, o et ) TInc outcome of this
operation is descr para 236below,

216, On the same night, 3/4 Aug, the remairder
of 'the Brigade moved forward from the AGIRA area,
The route led into the Salso valley near a point
northeast of REGALBUTO where 2 railway bridge
provided a crossing of the river (61). The Enginecrs
using bulldozers supplemented this by completing a
ford, but the crossing was subjeet to intermittent
howi%zer fire fron long range enemy artillery.
(Account of Cept, Pope, op., cit.) Seaforth of C.
were ordered to take the feaﬁ and capture the high
ground west of the Troina River, They left their
rest area by motor transport at 2000 hrs, and de~
bussed shortly after dark at a point about a miie
north of REGALBUTO but three quarters of a mile
short of their intended debussing point, due to the
eneny shell fire, Two hours later, P.P.C.L.I. act~
ing as reserve battalion of the Brigade followed
the Seafcrth but stopped short on a hild (square
5897) on the south bank of the river immedietely
southis . of the crossing, and tool up positions
there for the night, (W.Ds., Seafcrth of C. and
P.P.CDLII.’ 3 P&ugl)

(61) It is difficult to give the exsct map
reference of this bridge since neither it
nor the railway are marked on any of the
maps used during the campaign. A railway
sketch map, 1:500,000, prepared by the
Interservice Topographical Department, does,
however, show a proposed sketch of a pailway
line between CARCACI and REGALBUTO runnirg
through this general area. Capt. Pope's
aceount says the crossing is at 581931 but
narked naps prepared by different units
differ on this point, It is variously
shown in squares 5798, 5898, 5998 and 60$7
(Appendices.to W.Ds., H.Qs., 2 and 3 Cdn
Inf Bdes, P.P.C.L,I., R. 22e R., and West
N.S.R.). An Engincer sitrep, 4 Mug, says
the railway bridge was "at approx 5&5883"
and that a river crossing was constructed
at 571883 (#.D., H.Q., R.C.E.; 1 Cdn Inf

| Div, Aug, Appx %.). Obviously the northing
' in each of these references should have
. been 983, so one cannot put tco much trust
' in the rest of the references,
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217, .  The Seaforth crossed the River Salsc on
foot, and under cover ‘of darkness made their way
castwerd down the valley, Since the river was as
et,gassable only to marching trcops, all vehicles
ad to be left on the south benk., The No., 22
Wireless set (z rear 1link set to Brigade Headquar-
ters) was, however, brought forward in a‘hand-cert
with.considerable ifficulty, An hour before day-
light the Battalion was fired on from a feature
(square 6099) which a company of Ednontons had at-
tacked earlier the ssme night (para 2195 above). The
two forward companies of Seaforth of C. then ad-
vanced up the feature. According to the Battalion
W-r Diary, "Upon arriving at the top, EDMN Tps were
met, but only after a near battle be%ween the un-
suspecting men", A few Germens were discovered on
the north slope, but they quickly withdrew when
fired upon. The tine was now approaching 0500 hrs
.80 the advance was resumed immediately,.  (Hist Sec
"file Sieily/2 Cdn Inf Ede/C/D, Account. of Lt,=C&l.
.M, Hoffmeister, 0,C., Scaforth of C.3 W.D., Sco-
forth of €., 4 Aug.)

218. - As dawn begen to break in the eastern sky,
the Scaforth found themselves looking northwards
towards their nain objective, "a high rugged hill
topped on the left by a rocky erag jutting straight
up to the clouds." (62) A range of rocky hills
filled the rest of the horizon, while to the west
.on their left flank they saw the river bed of the
Selso winding up through the hills ti11 it passed
~out of sight north of AGIRA.. In places they could
~ see the 't rack from REGALBUTO to the river, and for
away: they could hear the bulldozers working on the
river crossing. Throughout the day enemy mortars
-continued to shell this point trying to pre¥ent the
supporting arms from coming forward, Toc the south-
east, and on their right fl-nk, they could see the
river winding on down to the Catania Plain, while
to the east and northeast other rugged hilis were
visible, and beyond them the mnssive outline oft
Mcunt Etna., To their rear on the south side of ‘the
valley they could see still more hills with the town
of CENTURIPE crowning the highest one. Closer at

i

(62) Again it 1s difficult to give a map refer-
ence, The map shows a spur of Hill 736 ex-
tending over two nmiles southeast of its
surmit, There1s also a second peak (square
6100) which is doubtless the "rocky crag"
on the left referred to abcve. But the
Seaforth were primarily concerned with
occupying the southeastern tip of the spur
(square 6299) which commanded a Troina
crossing. :
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hand patchGS'éf corn and orsnge trees dotted the

~wvalley, which was furrowed by irrigation ditches,

but "away from any water the ground wos as bare

as a desert". According to their Diary, Battaiion
Headquarters "dug in behind rocks in the dead
ground and set up for the duration of the day in

 the blistering heat.” (W.D., Seaforth of C., 4

gug‘)s'_

'219.  In the ecrly morning light, one of the
~'two ‘reserve companies, supported by fire from the
reneining rifle company and from a platoon of

nedium machine guns of the Brigade Support Group
wes sent in to toke the featurc ahead which was the
Battalionts objective (sece fdotnote 62 above). The

‘company nsanaged to. reach the base of this feature
_ “undetected and then, executing a right flanking
- “novenent, gained g ?

_ ccthold on the right southern
tip of the hill sfter a stiff fight. (Account of

Lt,-Col, Hoffmeister, op, cit.) According to the
* Battrlion War Diary: o P

“The sections had a field day working
- sonetimes’' independently throwing out
Jerry from his M,G. posts and sniper
- ‘posts, Many sections rounded rocky
“erags and came face to face with Ger-
ran sections - slowly the eneny posts
were knocked out one by cne.

The Sask L.I. hed one platoon of M.Gs.
situated on the kholl in front of Bn
H.Q. but the rarige was too great;
they could not distinguish frien& from foe
and they did not do much firing, Dur-
ing the morning the mortars of the eneny
either laid their shells in our Coy areas
+  or against the river crossing at 590997

“ (sic).  What 1little he has got in the way

of mortars.etc he makes good use of.

(W.Dé’ SGafOrtb Of C., 4 Aug-)

220, - P.P.CsL.,I., were now crdered forward to

leapfrog Seaforth of C, and consolidate a bridge-

head across the Troina River in order to cover the
construction of a crossing (in square 6497) and to
secure a position-astride the TROINA - ADERNO rcad
(in square 6498). They were to be preceded by one
company of Seaforth of C, This compeny crossed the
Troina about 1700 hrs, suppcrted by tanks firing
from hull down positions, and by a2 platoon of M.M.Gs,
They ceme under heavy fire, but after an hour's

“fighting captured and cleared the high ground east

of the river and overlocking the TROINA rcad. In
the meantine, the Patricias crossed the Salso
River, and roved down the valley to a forming-up
position (square 6397) south of the maim Seaforth
area, where they came in for some eneny mortaring,

but suffered nc casualties. At 1930 hrs,; the
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Battalion began to advance zeross the river, two
companies at a time, supported by more fire from the-
tanks ensconced on %hc nain Seaforth's feature,

and by an artillery concentration. -By 2045 hrs

21l compsnies were cofi their objectivesy thanks to
the work of the Seaforth patrol which had preceded
then they mét no oppdsition, Thé two compsnies of
Edmn R. (referred to in pera 215 above) were dis-
covered to the southeast of the Battalion cbjective,
and "through force of circunstances" they came under
comnand of P,P.C.L.I. for thc time being. The Bat-
talion maintained these positions throuzhout the
night., . (W.D., P,P.C.L.I.y 4 Augj; Hist Sec file
Sicily/2 Cdn Inf Bde/c/D ’ sccount by Major R.C.
Coleman, 2IC, P,P.C.L,I ’and Account of Lt,~Col.

Hoffmeister, Cp. c;t,)

221, Before dealing with the third phase of the
Brigade's operation north of the Salso, it beccmes
necessary to consider the general picture briefly
in order to appreéiate the significance of the
Cenrdian movements,  Thc loss of AGIRA, REGALBUTO,
CATENANUOVA and CENTURIPE had forced the enemy at
last to begin withdrawing from the Catania Plain to
his final defenoe line (sce para 157 zbcve), and on
3 and 4 Aug, 13 Corps reported such a withdrawal

on their front zccompanied by the blowing up of
ammunition dunps and by extensive demolitions. In
the northern seetér, U.S, troops had reached TROINA,
ten miles north of REGALBUTO, but 15 and 29 Pz Gr
Divs ‘were putting up fierce resistance here and on
the coast where the Americans had advanced about six
niles east of their start line at §. STEFANO, That
the campaign was reaching its climax was shown by

a message from General Montgomery to Admiral of the
Fleet Cunningham and Air Chief Marshal Tedder in

‘which he warned them that there were indications -

that the Germens were making preparations for with-
drawal to the mainland, perhaps before their front
actually collapsed, 15 Army Gp Account, 03. cit.s
W.D., H.Q.y Main Eighth Army, August, Appendix o
"iiost Secret and Perscnal Messeges", General Mont-

govcry)to Admiral Cunnin rham and Air Marshal Tedder,
3 Aug. :

222, On 4 Aug, General Montgomery held a con-
ference at his Headquarters at which a plan was out=-
1lined for the final reduction of northeast Siecily;
it was summarigzed by the Arny Wer Diary as follows: q

13 Corps to push forward on right
without incurring heavy casualties,
30 Corps on left to do the punching.
Eighth Army to move around WEST and
NORTH of ETNA, AMERICAN Seventh
Army to be directed on MESSINA.
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. 8ineto south of ADERNO, at a point (
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223. On 3 Aug, 30 Corps Headgquarters circulated
an Qutline Flan for the ,attack on ADERNO, and the
following day the Corps Cormander held a2 conference
to consider the plen'in deteil, (W.D., Main 30 Corps,
August, Aprx: "H", Outline Plan of Aitack on ADERNO,
3 Aug). On the morning of 4 Aug, General Simonds
accompanied by Brigadicr Matthews (C.R.A.) met
Guneral Leese.@nd'Genersl Evelegh at 78 Inf Div

_ _Hesdquarters, south of CEUTURIPE (square 6287),

" whence they cscended the CINTURIPE Hill to look
over the ground for the coning gttack., (W.D.
E.9., G.8.; 1 Cdn Inf Div, 4 lug; Hist Sec file
.8ic¢ily/1 cdn Inf Div/C/E, Kessage 30 Cocrps to Comd

e

T They *lien returned to 78 Div Headquarters
- .where they met the irnmy Commander. During the
afterncon the plan was fully discussed at the Corps
Commenders! conference, The Cirps intention was
to cepture ADERNO as early as possible and exploit
towards BiOGNTE., On that night, 4/5 Aug, 78 Div
“were to secure a bridgehend over the Salsc River,
and on the following night o second bridgehead over
the S8imeto River (63) north of its junction with
the Sclso (see prra 208 above), 1 Cdn Inf Div
were tc secure M, Seggio on the second night, 5/6
Aug, and alsc push a bridgehead across the Slmcto.
on %hﬁ third night 6/7 fuz, 78 Div were to attack
ADERNC if the situation was favourable while 1 Cdn
Inf Div were to seécurc their bridgehead over the
Sdmeto in order to be prepared to launch a joint
attack on the town with 78 Div on the fourth night,
7/8 Aug, should it be necessary, 51 (H) Div were
to protect thé right flank of 78 Div, crossing the
; in square 7387)
“six miles below its junction with the Salso. They
were then to develop operations directed on BIAN-
CAVILLE, a town five miles southeast of ADERNO, in
conjunction with the main attack by 78 Div. 7é Div
-were to heve srtillery priority on the nights 5/6
and 6/7 Aug, (W.D., Main 30 -Corps, August, Aprendix
ngn, Ccrps Cormenders! Conference, 4 Aug,)

(63) The nemes of Italian rivers seemed to
cause the milit-ry stoffs some trouble,
owing nb doubt to the way the Italiens
printed. their maps. Thus the 30 Corps
order referred tu the Salso and the
Simeto respectively as the western and
gastern bronches of the FIUME River (FIUME
the Itelian word for river is msrked a-
gainst ench one). 1 Cdn Inf Div (G.0.C's
notes, 3 Aug) on the other hand refers to
the ‘Sineto 2s the river REGNE CARROBA
prcbably because a name similar to this
is printed along the bank of this river
on some m~psS. General Simonds! letter
to Brigadier Vokes (para 225 below) uses
the correct names it will be noticed.

y :
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General Simonds then returned to 1 Cdn
according to Copt. Pope's Account and to

-

ional Wer Disry, went forward te the 2

Cdn Inf Bde Cormand Post to discuss the situation
with Brigadicr Vokes. Hc¢ plnced 12 Cdn Tks and
"A" Sgn, 4 Cdn Recce Regt, under command of 2

Cdn Inf Bde in order to mrke possible an infantry-
cuni-tank ottack the fellowing morning. It was to
be nmade through the Proina bridgehcad tc link up
with 78 Div erossing of the Seplso zbout two milcs
below its junction with the Troina, A few hours
later he emplified his plar in a letter to Briga
dier Vokes which is quoted in full:

4 August 1943
Desr Chris.

As you nlreerdy know 78 Div this efternoon
ecrossed the River SALSO about 6695 and it

wag the Div Comd's intention to push his

recce forward towords Mt. SEGGIO 5700 to
relieve pressure on our front,

) ¢ consider thsat once the feature Pt.332

in 6498 is in your hends (64) end crcssings
across the River TROINA are available,

that a quick blow can be struck in the
undulating country North of the river
which will corry you right up to the
Western bank of River SIMETC. Though th..
feotures Mt, REVISOTTO 6700 (65) and Mb.
SEGGIO 6700 are necessary to cover the

Left flank of an attack towards ADERNO,

the spurs running Southwards from these

nain features defilhde the unduleting
country in the river valley itself. A
quick blow towards the SIMETO can there-
fore be adequately covered on its North-
ern front and Mt. REVISOTTO end Ht. SEGGIO
can then be taken by operations simulicss
eously Scuth and West. I consider there-
fore that you should organize a striking
foree under Lt.-Ccl, Booth, 12 C.T.R.

and composed of 12 C.T.R., One S.P. Biy.
One or Two Tps A Tk guns, one bn inf, oxe
recce sqny to strike Eas{ward along the
Northern bank of River SALSO tomorrow
morning with its final objective the East-
ern benk of River SIMETO. I think that
such 2 move will startle the enemy and
will probably result in a good mix up in
the open country where the Tanks wili
re2lly be able to manoeuvre, I think
Booth will handle such a perty well,

(64)

(65)

The hill occupied by P.P.C.L.I. that
evening (para 220 sbove)

Aetuslly square 6400,

—
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I have nsked Corps for 105 S.P. Bty from
11 R.H.A. and it 1s due to arrive aboun
0830 hrs tomorrow morning and will be
placed immcdistely under command 12
C.T.R. One inf bn (or an inf bn less
two coys might be sufficient) should be
available tc follow up the Tanks, and 2
port of these might be earried, in the
instanee, on thc Trnks of a reserve sqgu.
One or twc t'ps of A Tk guns shouid be
available to back up Booth's tanks,
preferably some 6 ond 17 pdrs. As a
follow up on this nmobile force your op-
erations cgainst Mt. REVISOTTO ard Mt.
SEGGIO could proceed as you already
plonned, :

You rust be the final judge as to wheth-
er or not the local situation prescnts

an opportunity for the blow I envisage
but indications tuday are that enemy
resistance is crumbling and I think we
can affcrd to take bigger chances than

we have been able to in the last few davs.

Congratulations on the gocd work today
and best of luck for tomorrow,

Sincerely

Guy

P.S. Owing tc the re-positioning of the
artillery in preparation for the
ADERNO battle, you will only have
3 Fd, 165 Fd, 7 Med Regt, to sup-

ort you up o about noon tomorrow,
Fd Regt can only support you up te
BROWN LINE). Of course you will
have the Lt. Bty and the S.Ps to
support you during this period.

From about ncon, the CRA or his rep
will liaise clesely with you and
advise you of the availability of
regts in their new positions,

(W.D.’ HvQ.’ 2 CdI'i Inf Bde,
August, Appendix 11.)

A note in Brigadier Vokes' hendwriting is added
at the bottcm of thce létter as follows:

This letter arrived after 2300 hrs 4 Ang
43. Almost identical orders had alrcady
been 1ssued by me and arrangements were
already under way. Nc alteration was
necessary. The attack was successful.

C. Vcokes, Brig.
5 Aug 43 (ibid,)
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226, It was a busy day fer Lt.-Col. Booth.
During 'the afternocn he had reconnoltred the
railway erossing of the Salso ond just nissed
some enemy’ mortar bombs 1n doing so. [Lfter meet-
ing Brigadier Vokes at the 2 Cdn Inf Bde Command
Post, he crdered his Regiment, less "C" Sgn al-
raaﬂy aeross tha'rivor Wﬁth.SLkarth of C.y to
nove forward to 2 néw harbour scuth of the river
(square 5695) and in the vieinity of the crossing.
At 2100 hrs he attended the Brigade Commander!s

. orders group (referred to in Brigadier Vcokes!

note above), following which he went forwerd to
the Headquarters of Secaferth of C. which was the
infantry battalion placed under his ccmmand for
the c¢peration, He met Lt.-Ccl, Hoffmelster, and
according to the Tank Regiment!s Wap Diary "plﬁns
were made and crders issued in a descrted farm
house at 0200 hours under sporadic mortar fire
and flares". He then returned to his cwn har-
bour area snd orders were issucd to the balance

. of the commanders at 0300 hrs, (%.D., 12 Cdn

Tks, 4-5 Auﬁ-) .

227. ' His orders provided that the tanks and
aupporting arms were to:cross the Salso via the
railway bridge and 'the !ford, By first light
this part of the foree was to join the Seafcrth
at the Troina erossing which was to be the start
line, The fcree was thon te cirele south of the
TROINA - ADERNO rocd (see pera 208 esbove), The
country between this road and the Szlso was
covered by orchards and vipeyards snd passable

. to tanks. The force was then to swing north of

the village of 'CIRCACI tc take the high grcund
(square 6898) on the west bank of the Simeto,
which dominated’ ADERNO. = The Recce squadron was
to lead the column, fellcwed in crder by an En-
gincer reccnnaissance section, a squadron of
tanks carrying a rifle wcompeny of infentry, anti-
tank guns and another squadron of tanks cerryinh
another infantry compeny and the Seaforth mortars,
Thd rest-of the force was to fcllow in reserve;
artillery support was as indicated in General
Simonds' letter above. It secms that one squa-
dron of tanks and ‘a detachment of infantry were
left behind to protect the high grounﬂ on the
left flank (66). (1bid )

(66) The War Dlary of 12 cdn Tks is rather
2 vague on this peint, It says “C®

Squadron of the 12 C.T.R. would occupy
and hcld high ground North of the Salso
at all ccsts", A few paragraphs later
without any further explanation it con-
tinues: "During the zction in this area
Ne. 7 Platoon of the Seaforths showed
extreme devction to duty by remaining in
a pesition they were crdered torhcld for
48 hours without focd or water and in
continuous action with the aid of our
tanks, agcinst Gerpan infantry". No
other account refers to this, (See
also para 235 below,)
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228. " The start was delayed about two hours
due to some difficulty cf the Reconnaissance
Squadron in-crossing the reilway bridge (67).
The Troina river c¢rcssing was found to be
mined but according to the Tank Regiment'!s Wer
Diary, the Engincers "did magnificent work in
clearipg it up for the Recce and Tanks". Once
under way, about 0830 hrs, everything went ac-

. -ccrding tc plany and the ﬁecge Squadren set off
down the road towards CARCACI, The cnemy para-
trcops from 3 Para Regt according to Capt,

. <Pope, a battalion of H.G: Armd Div accordlng ©o

© Lt.~Ccl, Hoeffmeister (sece para 209 above) ==

~were scattered in nests abtut the high ground

185 ‘.which constituted the objective. They were well

o «liensconced among .the rocks on the hillside and i

s -an ldeal position to fire on their attackers with

- the machine .guns and mortars with which they
were equippeds They hcld their fire, however,
until the Recce carriers had reached a point
about 500 yards short of the cbjective, and the
infantry and tanks followed in., They then openad
fire and the Recce Sguadron was unable to nake
further progress. g ibid,3 W.D., "A" Sqn, 4 Cdn
Recce Regt, 5 Aug PEX 2, "Summary of Op-
erations", 5 fug,)

229. The infantry had just dismounted from
their tanks, and now both adwanced to join battle
with the enemy. Heavy fighting ensued in a
mcdel  infentry-cum-tank action, where bcth arms
provided excellent mutual suppcrt. The enemy had
the advantage of positiony but apparently had no
anti-tank guns, little expecting a tank attack

.- from that direction, According tc the 12 Cdn

' Tks Diary, "It was found that the best way 7c
deal with them was to have the t anks scout around
the t errain and clean out all suspicious looking
places with 75 -mm, H.,E. dand with blasts of
machine gun fire," One sguadron of tanks and one
company of infantry gained a foothcld on the
scuthern tip of the objective andaseccond infantiry
company assaulted the eneny pusition from the
extreme right flank to exploit the first success,
(W.Ds.y 12 Cdn Tks and Scafcrth of C., 5 Aug;
Accoun£ of Lt,=Col. Hoffmeister, gp. cit,)

(67) The Squadron's War Diary makes con-
. stant reference to the inadequacy of
its vehicles for the tasks that it was
supposed to accomplish,



230, The remainder of the battle was des-
cribed by Lt.-Col, Hoffmeister as follows:

The position.was held in strength by
thc eneny but with close support of
the tanks both companices captured a
grezter part of the enemy stronghold
and methodically mopped up the rest

. of the position. In the meantime

- "DY Company had been ordered forward
‘to reinforce the pesition and came
undar heavy fire from the extrenme

, left flank and were pinned to ground.
Again tonk: support had been valuable

and enabled "D" Cum g any to get on to

its objective on the right flank. The
entire position was then ccmpletely
cleared of the enemy, He attempted
a counter-attack but failed,

(4ccount of Lt.-Col. Hoffmelster,
- Op._cit.)

231, Canadiun casualties were remarkably
lights; Lt.-Ccl, Hoffmeister spesks of "“fairly
heavy" casualties on each ‘side, but 12 Cdn Tks re=-
ported only two other renks killed while Seaforth
of C. only had a total of four killed and eight
wounded acécrding to their Diary (W.Ds., 12 Cdn

‘Tks and Seaforth of C,, 5 Aug). The enemy, on

the -cther hand suffered heavilys according to
cne account, %rOOps of No. 3 Para Regt fought
to the 1nst man and the last round., Not more
than 12 priscners were taken" (Account' of Capt.
Popc, op. cit.). But some Gerrnans managed to
withdraw tc the northeast (W.D., Seaforth of C.,
5 hugj; see also para 233 belcw) Acccrding to
the Tank Hepiment's Diary, "the cbjective was

later found to have been occupied by a German
Bde Group and desks and telephone wires were
found which were strung to every high feature sur-
rounding the area of the cbjective and covering
all approachcs™ (W D., 12 Cdn Tks, 5 Aug).

232, Wircless communications between the Tank
Regiment's Headquarters and 2 Cdn Inf Bde Head-
quarters were excellent all the day, so that the
Brigade Commander was kept constantly in the
picture, Lt.-Col, Hoffmeister rode in Lt.-Col,
Beoth!s tank throughout the acticn, and between
them they were eble to keep excellent ccntrel -
over both tanks and infsntry, According to the
12 Cdn Tks War Diary, "This is an e xcellent
nethod of" controlling a combined action of tanks
and infantry and proved highly successful", Cor-
munications with the supporting artillery were
also excellent. During he acticn the Artillery,
firing from the Vicinity of CENTURIPE, brought






- Cdn Tks, 5 Augs the.G.0.C. made the reservetion
. however, that t 5

= 110 =

The 2ction of the Squadron on this occasion
was the first in which suitable country for
manoeuvre had been found and that the Sgn

: had worked well and efficiently was woll

'+ indieated by the hearty thanks which Mz2joxr

." Duck received from Lt-Col Booth, 0.C, 12
Cdn Tank Regt,, under whose conmand the
'Sgn was working for the day. Col. Booth
expresséd a desire that a Recce Sgn work
with his tenks on zll possible occasions,
as our vehigles were able tc szeck out in-
formation for the tuenks and were able to
get. the information back in time to be of
use to the tonks and also to the inf. ...

(W,D.,"A" Son, 4 Cdn Recce Regt, Appx V9

234, . ~ The action had been watched by the Armv
Cormander and by the G.0,C., 1 Cdn Inf Div, probably
from the hilltop of CENTURIPE. Accordinz to the

12 Cdn Tks!' War Diary 1t was described as "the most
ideal tank and infantry action ever seen by then,
and later in an interview with the Cansdian Broad-
casting Company, Geéneral Simonds declared that he
counted this action the most successful of the

First Canadian Division's campaign." (W.D., 12

he fightinz was not the herdest.
235. . The squadron of tanks left to protect the

. left flank (pora 227 above) had to fight throuzhout

the day to provent the lines of communication

of the whole force from being cut off, (ibid,)

The Canadigns' right flank was safc, however, since
about a mile to the southenst of the Canadian ob-

‘jective on the other side of the village of

CARCACI, two battalions of 78 Div werz across the
Sineto only two miles from ADERNO . (squares 7095 -
7096) stronzly supported by artillery and aircraft,
It may be noted that this was the first time since
PACHINO that 1:Cdn Inf Div was fighting right
alongside a British Division; (in the Dittaino
valley 3 Cdn. Inf Bde was detached from the rest of
the Division)., Two miles still further to the
southeast 51 (H) Div had sent o patrol acrsss the
river which had pushed on towards BIANCAVILIE., It
will be noticed that all three divisions were :
operating shead of the originel schedule set by 30
Corps Headguarters (para 224 above). The biggest

(68) During the 700 yard advance on the post
he inflicted sufficient casualties with
his Bren to keep the enemy heads down
and then browht his section still
further forward., Continuing on alone,
still under the sezne heavy fire, he
reached grenade range, threw five gren-
ades at the position, with his section
assaulted at the point of the bayonet
and routed the sneny.

(Citations for a/m officer and other
ranks. )
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news of the day, hcwever, came from 13 Curps, which
at long last entered CATANIA., PATERNO, eight
miles southeast of ADERNC, was also taken, (W.D.,
Main 30 Corps, August, Appx "B", Sitrep to 2
U.S. Corpsy 5 Aug,) At 1255 hrs, General Mont-
gonery signalled the good news to General Alexan-
der: "Have captured CATANIA, MISTERBIANCO and

) ircops 30 Corps now
within 2,000 yards of BIANCAVILLE and within
1,000 yards of ADRANO, Am keeping up the tempo
of' operations and cnce ADRANO secured will strike
ropidly towards BRONTE and RANDAZZO." (W.D.,
Main Eighth Arny, August, General Montgomery to
General Alexander, 5 Aug.)

236. Meanwhile  the REdmonton Begiment continued
to attack tcward Hill 736 (see paras 214 and 215
above), During the morning 5 fug, "C" Ccmpany
which had been assigned this task, captured its
second objective, the high ground (point 609005) a-
bout ha1lf a mile short of the final objective

the top of Hill 736, which the Germans had been
holding with such determination. By this time,

. boweveré "C" Company troops were exheusted for

they had been under continucus fire for almest
feur days in a blazing sun and with practically
no sleep, Two platcons of YD" Company were,
therefcre, sent up to assist them, "C" Cumpany
Commender, Major A.S. Donald, then planned an at-
tack on the final cbjective with the suppcrt of a
regiment of ertillery, & detachment cf mortars and
two medium machine guns (69), The supporting fire
involved a very elaborate chailn of shouted com=
mands and No, 18 wireless sets in crder to relay
the fire orders fron the cbservaticn pest to.the
gun pcsitions.

Registration proved slower with this
form of communication but nevertheless
‘accomplished what was expected and at
1630 hrs two plat cns of "D" Company
attacked, In spite cf excellent
artillery, mortar and M.,M,G, support
of our trcops the enemy were able to
put up a very strong resistance but
the attack was pressed home and the
eneny were driven from the feature,

(69) It will be remembered thet the mule

- train carrying the Brigade Support Group's
M.M.Gs, had been scattered by encmy fire
(para 213 abcve). L,.2197 Cpl., M.J. Taje
had later retrieved two of these M,M.Gs.
single handed along with the necessary
ammunition and subsequently engaged
eneny M,G. posts with them, He was award-

ed the Military Medal, (Citation for Cpl. Taje.)

20 Y\



I 1 S

Conservative estinates place the eneny
nurbers at:cver 100 which force was
rcuted by 45 of our own trcops. One of
- the cutstanding points of the attack was
‘that while.one offiter was killed and
.ancther badly wounded and both platcon
sergeants were killed, the junior
N,C.0s, carried the attack through to
- success.  Inmediately on capturing the
objeective "C" Compnany was mcved forward
to. cecupy the position ,,, "D" Cumpany
shad captured 21 Ps.W. and 12 were known
killed and cther éasuzlties were inflic-
'~ ted on the fleeing enenmy.(70).

(Account of Capt, Pritchard, cp.cit,)

237. The: reriaining two companies of Ednn R.,
.which had crossed the Trcina River, attacked to-
" wards M, Revigotto during: the day. They got well
‘férwerd, but were again net with very heavy op-

position and it was decided they shculd hcld the

“position they were in until artillery support

coculd be arranged., The final attack was launched
at 0930 hours: the following morning, 6 Aug, under
a very heavy artillery barrage from the Divisicnal
Artillery as well as fire from 17 pounders, a
trcop «f tanks and a platcocn of medium machine
guns, ' The infantpy then tock the cbjective and
discovered it had. been vacated by the enenmy.

(ibid,)

(70). Major Donald, who according to his eita=-
tion "led the company up acrcss and
arcund the bullet swept feature into a
position from which the height was as-
saulted and captured", was awarded the
Distinguished Service Order for the ac-
tion, One of "D" Ccmpany subalterns, Lt,
S.A, Dougan, was awarded the Military

~ Cross, = According to the citation although
wounded in both arms and both hands and
in intense pein, he led the forward pla=-
toon across the final 300 yards of open
ground under continuous cbserved fire,

led the charge cn the objective and cap-

tured it, " (Citations for Maj. Donald

and Lt. Dcugan.) Three Edmn R. cther
ranks alsc earned the Military Medal in
the Pfighting north of the Salso (see
Appx: WAm). <. O

Capt. D.J. iWatson, F,0,0, of 3 Cdn Fd
Regt, was alsc awarded the Military
Crcss for the part he played in this
action and when his Regiment supported
Edrn R.-en the NICOSIA road, 26 Jul -
para - 136 above,. (Citation for Capt.
Watscn, :
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238. P.P.C.L. I hrd remained in "their posi-
ticns east of the Troina River throuphout § Aug,
sufferins seversl casualties from e¢neny harrass-
ing nerter and ertillery fire. In the evening,
two companies were sent forwerd tc teke M. Segglo
north-of the newly won Seafcrth £Lsitions, while
the renmsinder of the Battalion stayed where they
were tu forn a firm base for the Ednontonst
attack on' M, Revisotto, The twe companies noved
down ‘the valley under cover of darkness and con-
tacted the Recce Squdadron en route which geve

~then a good picture of the situation, According

to a Battalion account, "the nirht was very dark
but aleng the hills on both sides were large
fires -« burning strew stacks, houses and in one
spot an ammunition dunp which flared up every

' once in awhile, There were flashes of gun fire

and shell explosiions in several areas to add to

‘the picture."  About 2300 hours they reached the

Headquarters of Seaforth of C, where they met
Lt-Col., Hoffreister. The same account gives the
following vivid picture of the neeting.

The .01ld room at the back of the farm
presented a strange sight., A very
dirty oil lamp "scrounged" from sone-
where, was burning on a ledgej the
C.0. was sitting on a dilapidated
straw choir munching at some hard tack
spread with jam, and lookinﬁ very tired.
In znother corner was Capt. 'Gowan be-
side an open box of hard tack, super=-
vising a can of hot tea, fron "which we
were given a very welcone drink; while

_ ageinst the far wall, on a pile of straw,
lay a couple of wounded officers weiting
to be evacurted,

(w. D ey P.¥,C.L,1,, 5 Aug, & Appx 12,
"Advance to M. Seggio", Account by
Mzjor D. Brain, also in Hist Sec file
Sicily/2 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D. ) ]

239. The Sesforth told them of their hard
fight to gein the feature during the day and
said that to the best of thelr belief M. Segglo
was still occupied in strength by the enemy,
After the P.P.C.L.I., Company Comnanders had dis-
cussed their plan with Lt.-Col., Hoffneister, the

force continued on its way toward the Seaforth's

forwerd compeny area. A squadron of tanks conming
up to relieve the squadron zlready on the feature
gave them a 1lift, Unfortunately, the tanks took

a wrong turn which delayed the ﬂévance for sone
time. They then moved forwerd agsin , but after
some discussion with the Seaforth's forward corn-
pany comnander, they decided to wait until first
light before a%tacking their objective, It was
hoped to get some support from the tanks as well as
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‘fron-a forward observetion officer in order to

des) with the éneny posts, which had been en-
gaging the Seaforth the previous evening, Ac-
cordingly the sttack.was made in the morning
suprorted by artillery, medium nachine guns and

- 4.2Y nortars, but without tenks, There was no

.. ..opposition heweVGr end the hill was taken with-
. % out caaual%i %e

es.. r in the day, three German
paratroops were capturad who declared that the eneny
had broken up into groups of two and three with
instructions to nake their way back as best they
could to rejoin the main Lody of Gernan troops

on the ADERHO - BRONTE road, (ibid.)

240 During the day, the remesinder of the
B&ttaiion'followed along the TROINA - ADERNO road
suffering several casualties from eneny shelling
(670978) northwest of CARCACI. 'They joined the
two cchpanies on M. Segrio and their positions
were consolidated by 1930 hours. (ibid Sea~-
forth of C, renained in the area sou M.
Seggio and'Bdrn R, on M. Revisotto and Hill 736
throughout the deay. (W.Ds., Seaforth of C. and
Edrn R., 6 Aug,)- .

ADERNO AND THE END OF THE CAMPAIGN

241, While 2 Cdn Inf Dde were securing the
high ground between the Szlso and the Simeto
rest of the Division was preparing for the final
"show", the attack 'on ADERNO in conjunction with

2 78 Div (para 224 above). On the afternoon of 5

General Simonds held a conference on the
CEN%URIPE'hilltop. The view was nagnificent and
while he was pointing out the situation, the on-
lookers could see the fighting in the velley below,
A1l the Divisional Artillery was ordered to go
forward during the night and early the following
norning, 6 Aug, to deploy intc "battle positions"
in the relatively flat country west of ADERNO,.
These-positions were very close to the front line
and the artillery fully expected to come under
eneny fire, They were ordered to dig gun pits
s1lit trenches, armunition pits and commend pos%s.

. Armunition to the amount of 400 rounds per gun was

to be dunped at the gun positions, and traces were

nade for a lerge secale barrage. zW Ds.y HuQ.y

H C A. 1 Cdn Inf Div, and 1 and 3 Cdn.Fad Rﬁgts.,
é Aug and Appx 5 of tﬁe H.Q. Diary,Opera-

tion Instruction dated 5 Aug.)

242, 3 Cdn Inf Bde, still in the REGALBUTO
area, were ordered to take over the lead from 2
Cdn Inf Bde. R, 22e R, were to lead the Brigade,
mounted in trcop carrying vehicles., They were

to follow the 2 Cdn Inf Bde route across the
railway bridge north of REGALEUTO, down the Salso
valley, across the Troina ford end on down the

_TROINA - ADERNO road to 2 debussing point (662978)

—
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- a short distance northwest of the village of

CARCGACI. Fron there they were to nove forward
‘on foot towards ADERNO and establish a bridge-

- head across the Simeto, east of the P.P.C.L.I.

and Seaforth positions. and north of the 78 Div
bridgchead., They were to be followed by West
N.S.R., also carried in T.C.Vs., and l=ater by
Carit ‘& York R. on foot, (W.DS., H.Q., 3 Cdn
Inf Dde and R.’22e R., 5 end 6 Augj; Hist See

" file Sicily/3 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D Account of Capt.

R.D. -Prince, 1.0.4. 3 Cdn Inf Bde,)

243, The "Vingt-Deux" reached their debussing
int after a long and tiring nove, at 0301 hrs,
“Aug, and secured a bridgchead across the Sineto

by 0700 hrs. They found a1l the eneny nachine run

positions abandoned, and there was evidence of a

fast evacuation, 'A% about 0800 hrs, General

Simonds arrived at 3 Cdn Inf Bde Headguarters and

ordered R. 22e R...to push on to ADERNO immediate-

ly saying "that if they reached this town first

it would be a feather in their cap and put then

up on 78 Div who were &lso racing to capture the

town" (Capt, Prince).” Following receipt of these
orders the Battalion sent out sever:zl patrols east

- to the outskirts of ADERNO, and north up the far

bank of the Simeto (toc.708985). At 1030 hours
however, the Corps Comnander stepped in and sald
that 1 Cdn Inf Div was to stay out of the town of
ADERNO and let 78 Div pass through. So, ruch

to their disappointment, R. 22¢ -R. were crdered to
move back to the ground. irmediately east of the
river (squares 7098 and 7198), while West N.S.R.,
who had arrived in the vieinity by this time,

were ordered to pull up to the north of R, 22e R.
-= squares 7099 =nd 7000 (Account of Capt Prince,
op, cit,) Carlt & York R, came up during the
a%%ernoon to the high ground east of the Simeto
and relieved Scaforth of C. who withdrew to posi-
tions on the east bank of the Troina, (W.Ds.,
Carlt & York R. and Seaforth of C., 6 Augj W.D.,

H.Q.y 3 Cdn Inf Bde, Appx 16 shows these posi-

tions on a 1:50,000 mep.)

244, According to the R. 22e R. Diary ene of
thelr patrols, due to faulty wireless comrmnica-
tions, failed to receive the order to withdraw,
and penetrated into ADERNO-which they discovered
ggnbgngmggy (W.D., 3.1329 R,i 6 Augi but the 3)
€ nap.-oP.. & rarks a polnt 2) a

few hundred yards west of ADERNO gs the(zgggZheat
goint reached by R. 22¢ R. patrol, 1030 hrs,

Aug"), 78 Div patrols also reached the town
during the day, but it was not occupied by 78
Div until that night (#.D., H.Q., G.S. 75 Div,
6-7 Lug). As a result of %his unexpec%ad eneny
withdrawal, the plans for the big artillery shoot
Divy 6 Aug). The serial borbardment of ADERNO
on é Aug was also cut short (W.D., Main 30 Corps,
August, Arrx "D", Air Note, 6 Aug).(70)

(70) But acccrding to the R,C.R, War Diary,
6 Aug, 78 Div bombarded the town that
night before entering it.
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245, Had the Germans stayed to fight, it had
- beén intended to send 1 Cdn Inf Dde thrcugh 3
Cdn Inf Bde after the latter had secured their
bridgehead zcrcss the Sineto, On:the night 5/6
Aug, 48 Highrs had marched across country fron
{r position near REGALEUTO to an asserbly .
area a nile west of CIRCACI, where R. 22e R. -
.must have passed them during the night. Next
-dayy the fornmer Battalion crossed the Simeto
and took up positions (square 7096) south of R.
:» 22e R. That evening, 6 Aug, R.C,R. also noved
" 2into positions near CARCACI; while Hast & P.E.R.
‘moved to an area a few niles further up the
Salso near its junction with the Troina, Because
of the eneny withdrawal, however, 1 Cdn Inf Bde
did not proceed beyond these pasfticn#‘ (W.Ds.,,
H.Q., 1 Cdn Inf Lde, R,C,R.y 48 Highrs and Hast
& P.E.R., 5 and 6 Aug,)

246, Edon Ry and P.P.C.L.I, renained on M,
Revisotto and M, Segglo respectively and sent
out patrols to the north and northeast, The
Edmontons reported making contact with fAnmerican
troops about two niles along the Troina road
while a P.P.C.L.I. patrol went as far forward as
the -high ground immediately south of BRONTE, a
town. eight niles north of ADERNO, without meeting
_any eneny. There was some nortaring of the
forward Canadian positions by German rulti-
barrelled morters during 7 Aug, but that evening
a lance corporal in a P.P,C.L.I. observation
post spotted the point from which this fire was
coming, The information wes promptly relayed-
to the Artillerg,-via Brigade Headquarters, and
within half an hour the target was effectively
engaged by field and medium regiments and ceased
gpfgivg trouble. (W,Ds,, Edmn R, and P,P,C.L.I.,
gl YR _ | .

- 247. 1 Cdn Inf Div had reached the end of
their long advance through the interior of Sicily.
On 6 Aug the Division passed Into Army reserve
(W.D.y HiQuy GuS.y.1 Cdn Inf Div, 6 Aug), for
with %he_captﬁre of ADERNO the zcne of 36 Corps,
around the north side of Mount Etna, had narrowed
to a one division front, 51 (H) Div was also
withdrawn and' coneentrated on the coastal sector
under cormmend of 13 Corps where they toock over
from § Inf Div. 30 Cocrps Headquarters then took
cormand of 50& 51 Divsand becene responsible
for the entire Eighth Arny front, while 18 Corps
withdrew to prepare for the forthecoming invasion
of the mainland of Sicily, 1 Cdn Inf Div came

.ander cormand of 13 Corps for this operation,

(15 Army Gp Account, op. cit.)

248,  The fighting in Sicily was almost over,
but difficult terrain and extensive eneny nining
and demolitions deferred the complete occupation
of the island another ten days, 78 Inf Div
pressed on-to the north after the retreating
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' eneny,. but their route was a narrow one bounded
‘on the right by the high trackless nountain side
of the Etsr i rssif ond on the left by the Sinmeto
River. As & ‘result, the eneny was able to en-
ploy his delaying taetics to the best advantage.
BRONTE was captured on 8 Aug snd MALETTO, & few
- niles further north, on 12 hug, after strong

.enemy resistance ha& been. overccrie., Meanwhile,
9 (U.S,.) Inf Div, which had experienced very
heavy pposition at TROINA, attacked and captured
RANDAZZO on 13 Aug, #ided by 78 Div attacking
‘fron the scuth., ibid )

249 - Progress 6n the eastern ccastal secter
was slow owing .to the narrow defile of the ccast-

‘81 strip, which the eneny had attenpted to block
by evbry conceivable type of cbstacle, RIPOSTO,
16 niles north of CATANIA, was, however, captured
by 11 Aug.  According to the 1% Arny Group
ALccount "At  this stage it becane apparent that
the eneny was withdrawing conpletely fron the
islend and the ccastal secter in the east in

. front of Eighth Arny offered little opportunity

for rapid pursuit-due to the difficult roads

and the e xtensive eneny dernollitions," By 14

Aug, -the enemy had bréken contact entirely all
alone “the front, Dy 15 Aug, 50 Div cccupied

TAORMINA, while 51°Div and 78 Div joined up

north of Mcunt Etna, Meanwhile on the ncrthern

coesty, 3 (U.S.) Inf Div had been advancing a=-
gains% considerable oppesition. (ibid,)

. 250, Amphiblous landings east of SANT'AGATA
and at BROLC on the night 7/8 Aug and 10/11 Aug
had, however, undernined the eneny positions.

The advance continued against scne cnenmy rear-
guard opposition, but by 15 Aug this had virtually
ceased, Elenents of 3 (U.S.) Inf Div cutting
overland fron BARCELLONA reached the outskirts of
" MESSINA by the night of 16.( 17 fug. Mcst of the
eneny, however, hed nade good their escape as
.related in the following paragraph quoted fron
.15 Army Gréup Aécount:

After the fall of Cesarc and Adrano it
was apparent that the enemy was evacua-
ting his forces in stages to the nmain-
land of Italy. In spite of all our ef-
forts to block the passage of
troops across the Messina Straits, the
cneny was able to carry out an evacua-
tion by infiltration -~ individual
snall craft slipging across in darkness.
The eneny had set up a fortress area
on both sides cf the narrows fairly
bristling with anti-aircraft and ccastal
guns for the purpose of holding open

s back door to the Italian nainlend, .
Our naval and air forces operated in and
over the Messina area attacking every
neans of transport used by the eneny
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in negofiating the strel t and daylight
traffic was virtually stopped, but by
nig At eneny trcops continued {o make
their wey sercss the narrows, They
carried with then as mmeh equipnent as
could be loaded into smail boats and
what could not be cavried was destroyed.,

On August 14th the Mediterranean Air
Comnand was informed that indications
were that the Ge~nan evacuation had
really startied. Therecatter until the
end of The czmpaign the alr effort was
concentrated on riaking this evacuasion
as costly to the easny as pcssibie,
Untold numbers of the cneny were des-
troyed as they attenmpted pcssage across
; the Straits, but in spite of 211 our

* efforts, the distance across the straits

| was too short to permii of being con-
pletely denied tThe eneny and he did
suceeed in getting o large proportion
of his force to Italy.

(ibid.)

251, During the night 16/17 Aug, the last of
the enemy forces were evacuated by sea acrose
the .Straits of Messina and the next morning 3
(U.,S.) Inf Div took possession of the town wherec
they were shelled by eneny batteries on the
Calebrian Peninsula oppositc, At approxirately
the same time, elements of the 4th (British)
Armoured Brigade, coming up fr n1 the south, also
Joined the Americans in MESSINA. This force
had been landed from the sea during the night

15/16 Aug, but had been delayed by some opposition

and by the usual demolitions, By the night of
17 Aug, 81l the enemy forces in Sicily were
ligquidated and the island was completely in
Allied hands. (ibid,)

252, The following day.a personal message
from the "Army Commander' issued to the whole
Eighth Arny was read out to all the troops, It
ran as follows:

1. The Campaign in SICILY is over, We
landed in the island on 10 July. By 20
July, together with our Americen allies,
we had driven the ocnemy into the north-
east corner of the island,

On 30 July I told you wa would n
drive the Germans out oy SICILY,
And by 17 “ugust the Cermans had been
driven out, and the Alljed Armiss,
American and British, were in possession
of the wholec isiand, .

'_2: In February Jlast the Italien over-
seas empire had cecased to exist, Today,
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17 August 1943, we have captured our
first slice of the Italian home country.
: In these tremendous events, you, the
soldiers of the Eighth Army, have pi“yed
a very nctable part, By your splendid
fighting qualities and devotion to duty
you have helped to change the whole
course of the war,

3. It is @ifficult to find words to
tell you ny true fcelings., Since I as-
suried cormmand of the Eighth Arny in Aug-
ust 1942, exactly one year ago, you
have given me your confidence, and you
have never failed to respond %o

. ealls I have nade on you,

I thaﬁk you all, and I say to you:

' WELL DONE. WELL DONE,INDEED, TOGETHER
YOU AND I, WE WILL SEE THIS THING
THROUGH TO THE END.

GOOD LUCK TO YOU ALL.
Sicily - 18 August 1943

‘BJL, Montromery
General:

Eighth Arny

Appx 21 )

T

THE PAUSE WEST OF ADEXNO AND THE MOVE TO
MILITELLO = FRANCOFONTE = LENTINI

253, For a few days after their withdrawal
intoc reserve, 1 Cdn Inf Div remained in the area
west of ADERNO resting and cleaning up, prepara-
tory to their move to join 13 Corps. Before
leaving 30 Corps, the G.0.C, received the follow-
ing letter of congratulaticn fron General Sir
Oliver Leese:

E Main Headquarters,
Fa 80th Corps, C.M.F.,
th August, 1943,

-

My Dear Guy:=-

Now that you are shortly to leave 30
Corps I would like to write and congratulate you
end the Division on your magnificent fighting
since you landed in Sicily.

The landing operations went extremely
smoothly and rellect the greatest credit on your
planning and training before you sailed. The

Division then narched many miles inland to the
Ragusa area, fighting its way forward in great
heat, to whlch your men were unaccustomed. This
reflected particular credit on the infantry, who
had only just finished a long sea voyage. You
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then' toek up the fcrefront of the Corps battle
from'Vizzinl, For three wecks, with the Malta
Bde under’ your cormond, you have fought continu-
ously against.a stubbcrn Gernen resistance, both
by day and night.

‘. - ~Your battle training has stcod up ex-
tracrdinarily well to the high tests demanded
in the constant advances oand attacks, both by.
day*end pight., The gunners heve supported their
inflantry closely and wecll and the Divisional
concentrations have proved the adequacy of ycur
training, The sappers have woerked with great
devotion to duty, to establish tactical routes
and to maintein yolr supplies., Finally, you
foreed your way from Regalbute to the River
Salso and joined up under the most difficult
physical eonditions with the 78th Division in
time for the attack tonight., I ceannot thank
and cocngretulate you enough on a2ll these perfor-
mances,

I would like to add one perscnal word
of thanks to you for your unfailing help during
these operations; and toc cocngratulate you on
the manner in which you handled your Division.,

: My whcle Staff tell me how extraordinar-
ily well their opposite numbers in your Division
have done and how much they have enjoyed working
with them, It has made the whole difference to
us to have had this very close and helpful co-
operation with you, We are all very sad that
you are leaving the Corps.

We hope you will scon come back to us, -
and in the méantime we wish you a great success
and the very best of luck in your next venture,

Ycuréjever,
(Sgd) Oliver lecese ' ‘

Major-General G.G. Simonds, C.B.E,.,
Lommander, 1lst Canadian Division

General Simonds in turn addressed a circular
letter to the Division in which he gquoted the
first three paragrophs of General Leese's
letter, "He also-attached a copy of an inter=-
view which he geve tc the C.E.C, about this
time (see Appx "C"). "He went on to say:

" I.en passing these to you instead

of a'Speeial Order of the Day at the
present juncture for I think that the
views which' I have expressed 1in the
interview are much the same as I would
have said in an Order of the Day. I
feel that copies of the interview might
be more appreciated by the troops in
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‘that they will know that these views
have been publicly expressed and will
.be broadeast throughout Canada,

- I feel very strongly that the suc-
cesses which we have had have been the
- result mainly of the will of every in-
'+ . dividual to do hds best, and I would
~like to thapk you for your loyal sup-
port throughout ‘the operation,

ion was to come, He then
;preceeded to Dccnnoitrer‘t‘l'{e concentration area
MILITELLO - SCORDIA -~ FRANCOFONTE - LENTINI to
which the Division was to move, On 8 Aug, he
held a conference with his fornation cormanders
and the heeds of services following which bri-
gade and unit rccce parties were sent to recon-

B

(Hist See file Sicily/l Cdn Inf Div/GOC.)

254, . On 7 Aug, Maj.-Gen. Sinonds visited
s-Lt.-Gen, Dempsey,. 13 Corps, under whcse comnand
"the: Conadian Divis '

noitre their allotted. areas, (W'Ds'&aG'§ﬁf HeQey
n

1 Cdn Inf Div and H.Qs., 1, 2 and 3

‘Bdes, 7-12 Aug.)

255. The Division moyed by notor transport
to its new concentration area on 11, 12 and

13 Aug, following twoc routes, 2 Cdn Inf Bde
set out in T.C.Vs, at 0715 hrs, 11 Aug, teking
the western or "Red" routc via AGIRA, RADDUSA,
RAMACCA, PALAGONIA and MINEO to an area west
of MILITELLO. It was a tiring journey of a=
tout 75 miles over indifferent roads, but they
arrived without event early that afterncon., 1
Cdn Inf Bde followed by the same route on 12
Aug and took up positions immediately to the
east of MILITELIO., 3 Cdn Inf Bde and Main
Divisional Headquarters mcved by the eastern
or "White" route via REGALDUTO, CATENANUOVA,
SFERRO and SCURDIA and tcok up positions around
FRANCOFONTE on-11 Aug. Artillery and "idnin"
units followed by both rcutes on 12 and 13 Aug.
(ibid,; Movenent Table and Trace appended to
W.Dey HeQey 2 Cdn Inf Bde.) An air raid on
the new Divisional Headquarters area the night
of their arrival reminded the staff that they
were still close to the theatre of operations,
There was no mention of damage or casualties.
(W.Dsy GeSyy HeQuey 1 Cdn Inf Div, 11 Aug,)

256, - ~Meenwhile, 12 Cdn Tks reverted to the
command of their parent formation, 1 Cdn Army
Tk Dde, which they joined in the vicinity of
SCORBIA on 1l¥ Aug., Before they left the ADERNO
area, General Simonds paid them a special
visi%, and congratulated them on their part in
the campaign under his command. On 11 Aug the
whole of 1 Cdn Army Tk Dde in turn came under

—
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‘cormand of 1 'Cdn'Inf Div. (W.DS., G.S.y HeQ.,
1 Cdn Inf Div, I2 Cin TL , ~ud H.Qe, 1 Cdn
- Army Tk Bde, 9-12 Aug.)

257, . The troops quickly settled down in the

~new area. There were nany olive and orangc
_grove in the vicinity, but most units complain-
ed of a lack of shade and of the scourge of
flfes, Hcwever, for the nost part, they were
siutated on high ground, above the nmalarial
area, from which they could see the Mediterran-
ean far off to the east The prevailing wind
alsc helped at tinmes tc alleviate the intense
heat of the sun., (Drigade and Battalion War
Diaries.)

258, There was plenty of fruit to be had--
figs, grapes, lemons and oranges, but some of
the.iatter were still green, Dry rations had
now replaced compo packs, and these were further
augnented by loeal fruits and vegetables., Local
wine- (vino) was 2lso cbtminable, but its pur-
chase was forbidden except by Messes, (ibid,)

259. =~ The three main objects pursued in the
ensuing few weeks were:

(a) rest and pecreation;

(b) resunption of normal training and
" +discipline;

(¢) planning for the next operation.

260, - Following the gruelling conditions of
the canmpaign an effert was made to obtain the
maximum confort that the situation would allcw,
Recreaticn largely took the form of organized
sports and a divisional sperts committee was
set up under the presidency cf Brigadier Vokes.
Unit sports days were held and many inter

unit softball g ames arranged. Tcwards the end
of the month 1, 2 and’'3 Cdn Inf Bdes and 1 Cdn
Army Tk Bde ali held brigade sports meets. .
Time did not allow, however, the holding of a
divisional sports meet as was planned, There
were also organized swinnming parades in the

. Mediterranean which were highly popular. Other
entertainment was limited, for all towns were
out of boundsy == not that Sicilian towns had
much to offer,  (But various units had the tire-
some job of patrclling socme of these towns.)
Moving plictures and ENSA entertainments were
.conspicuous by their absence, but a2 small
Italian circus which was travelling in the
vicinity was greatly enjoyed by those troops
who saw it, Visits were also paid to two
American Alr Force stations at SCORDIA and
PALAGONIA which proved both interesting and in-
structive, 2 Cdn Inf Bde War Diary of 17 Aug
noted these visits as follows:
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;. This evening the first of the !sight-
' sgers', 15 men fron cach unit went to
visit 59 Pighter Gp. The Anmericans
proved most hospitable, and besides
letting the men clinb all over the
Planes, they put on some stunt flying,
) as weli*as Tater on a film show for

- ' ' the men,’ The visits are to continue
until sﬁch tine as the Fighter Gp

-goyld no longer ‘handle then due to

Qperetional work.

" Before they had left the vicinity many of the

troops had visited the stations and seen the
novies, Sceial contaet was also established
between verious Officers Messes and Nursing
Sisters of 5 Cdn Gen Hosy in SIRACUSA. But
perhayrs the outstandimg csvent in the sceial
line was the visit of Seaforth of C. to CATANIA
on 25 Aug, where they joined the 2nd, 5th and
and 6th Battalions of their allied Regiment
inan historic Regimental reunion, The nassed
pipes and druns of the four battalions played,

' 2nd the salute was taken by the comnanding

officers’of the Seafcrth Highlanders!' battal-
1ons and of the Scaforth of Canada.

261 .. Phe, arrival of a 1inited shipment of
N.A.A.F.I, stcres inclading soap and a very
small issue ‘of. liquor was appreciated as far

as it went, Nc doubt 'still greater importance
was attached to the first mail since they left
Englend, During this seriod most units were
also visited by Cenadian war reporters seeking
steries for their papers back in Canada., Surm-
ming up, it nay be oorncluded that the rest and
relaxation and the geneéral opportunity to eclean
up must at first have teen a welecne change from
the exerticns and hardsaips of the recent op-
erations; but it appears that before they left
this:rest area the troops were beccming

3 "browned: of f " by its monotony and were looking

forward to the next campaign, (ibid,)

262, ' . Tt must Rave seemed strange to the
troops after their firs:t taste of actual Tight-

- ing to have to go back S0 training similar to

that which they had carried out for years in
England, Various courses were organized ==

a Company Commanders Course, a Junior Leaders
Course, a Tactics Course for unit and sub-unit
commanéers, and specia. courses in administra-
tion, weapon training “or instructors, intelli-
gence, field engineering, signals and hygienc.
Streas was, of course. laid on the lessons
learned In the recent operations, and reports
were required on various minor tactical cpera-
tions for the purpose of circulation and study.
Many officers of the Division also attended
lectures on Air Operational Control at one of
the nearby American Air Foroe stations., (W.D.,
G.Sey H,Q.y 1 Cdn Inf Div, August, Appendices

S ond 135 W.D. H.Coy 5 CAn I Bdes Bppons



- manders' Conference Notes.)

"mail anfl telegraph fac

-matters, Thé first Honours and Awards lists

- were also published, while on the other heand,
'/ the first Court Marti

! -]_24 -

dices 18, 19, 20 and 21,) DBecause of the
midday heat, training hours were restricted
fron 0800 +t0 1000 hrs and from 1600 to 2000

+hrs. © (WiD.§ H.Q., 1 Cin Inf Bde, 13 Aug.)
- 263, Discipline in matters of dress

saluting and the 1like, which naturally tends
to becore of secondary inportance during
battle, was tightened up (W.D., H.Q., 2 Cdn
Inf Dde, Appx 13, Letter from Brigadier
Vckes), « According to the R.C.R. War Diary,
"There is a very ncticable return of the 'spit

‘and polish! atmosphere since arriving at this

area", Equipment was checked and inscfar
as possible an effort was made to bring all
weapcens and motor transport up to establish-
pnent, Instructions were alsc issued to weed
out any personnel found "wanting", - (W.D.,
H.Q.y 2 Cin Inf Dde, ALppx 12, Drigade Con-
fhe Part I Orders
which 2all"units and formations now found time"
to publish were full of rules and regulations

-arising from the new circumstances under
‘which the Division was operating, These

covered such subjects as currency, price con-

trel, prevention of melaria and venereal

diseases, water supply, dress, civil relations,
ilities and many other

_ als were¢ held since
arriving on the island. Sundays which during
"Ops" had been as any other day, were once

‘mere marked by Church Parades and by special
- Thanksgiving Services, (Unit and Formation

Disgries,)

. 264, The planning of Operation "BDAYTOWN"

which kept all the headquarters staffs occu-
pled during this pericd will be dealt with in
.2, subsequent report on the Invasion of Italy.

265, General Simonds was kept busy during
these' few weeks., On 11 Aug, he visited 5
(Brit) Inf Div and 5 Cdn Gen Hosp, and on

12 Aug, 1 Cin Army Tk Bde, Then the .
followlng six days he inspected the three
infantry brigades ¢f 1 Cdn Inf Div, the

Divisional Artillery and other Divisional

troops,  His Headguarters were visited in
turn by the Corps Commander, General Dempsey,
on.13 Jul, and by the Army Commander, Gen-
eral Montgomery, on 17 Jul. Three days later,
General Hontgomery refurned to pay a formal
visit to the whole Division and to the Army
Tank Brigade, ' As on a previcus occasion

(see Report 127), the trcops were drawn up in
seven different areas to meet hinm, and as
befcre,' he visited each group in turn, speak-
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- king to them 'in his uswal. informal ranner.
" (W Dy HoQaey I Cdn Inf Div, 20 Aug, and
Appx 14 emi “The. foliowing account is

%probably typical of all these visits-

At approx- 1430 hrs Gen Montgonmery
arrived accompanied by’ Major, General
Simonds and Drig Veokes., .General
Montgomery immediately drove to the
.centre of the square, and called
everybody around his cer. As scon
as we were all settled and as comfor-
‘table as possible and smoking, he
said that having us around his car
2id him .more good and us more good
* than being on a formal parade. In a
few brief words he covered the
Sicilian campaign, and then with re-
- gard fo the Canadian share and con-
g3 duct in it he reminisced as to what
our fathers would have said - those
« that lost their lives in the last
war - ‘and then he came to what he
. himself had to say to us, the descen-
dants of ,the Canadians o% the last
“war. Heisaid, "You did magnificently
magnificently ny friends all know
.that when I say a thing I mean that
thing - so, when I say you did mag-
nificently I mean magnificently".
He paid the Canadians further com=~
plimgnts emong which was his state-
nent, "I now consider you one of my
veteran Divisions", Wheh General
Montgomery had finished the DBde Comd
called- for three cheers, and the Bde
then mforre d. its ranks,

266, on 21 Aug, another distinguished
visitor arrived a2t 1 Cdn Inf Div Headgquarters
in the person of Lieut-General A.G.L. Me-
Naughton, G.,0.C.=in-C., First Canadian Army.
Genersal HbNaughton had been in Malta some
weeks previocusly but he had been back to the
United Kingdom in the interim since General
Montgomery woculd pernit no visitors in Siecily
until operations had ceased. General Me-
Naughton's visit was 2 short one, but on

22 fug he visited units of the Division and
spoke brie fly to the troops, telling them how
proud: Canada was of ‘their achievements. The
following day, accompanied by General Simonds
and Brigadier Walforc, he attended the opening
of 1 Cdn Army Tk Bde Sports and then made a

tour of the axis of advance of 1 Cdn Inf Div,
starting from ISPICA. (W.D.y G.Sey H.Qey 1 ¥
Cdn Inf Div, 21-23 Aug and ofher Diaries.)

M -

~
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267, ~ . TWote should also be made of warious.

changes in command that took place during this

iperiodl *In, 1 Can Inf:Bde¢, Lt.-Col. D.C. Spry,
who Wwas_flown out from England, toock over conmand

‘of R,CiR., and .A/Lt,-Cul, T.M, Powers reverted
.%o the rank of Major and resumed his foermer
. position ag seccnd in command of the Dattalion.

-In 2' Cdn IAf Bdey Major C.B. Ware who was promo-
ted to-Liéuténant-Colonel, replaced Lt.-Col. Lind-
say as Commending Officer of P,P.C.L.I. In 3

= Cdnilnf_Bde,'Lt}-001._JvE.C..Pangnan, a brother
of

_ he’ Brigade -Major, "replaced Lt,-Col. F.D.
Tweedie as Officer Cormanding Carlt and York R,
_12°13 " hug) PiP.C.L.T., 9-10 Auz ond Carlt &
York R., 13 fug,) f

CONCLUSTOR

268,  Less than.two months after its initial
landing 4n Sicily, 1 Cdn Inf Div left the island
behind it, ‘and the vivid drama of the short summer
campaign became only a memory as the lcnger and
grimmer ‘strugile on the ‘Italian neinland develop-
ed, In many wnys the 8icilian compaign was an -
ideal one from the Canadisn point of view., 1In
the assault on 10 Jul they participated in the
greatest ccribined operation up to that time, but
the price of landing was very low. The subse-
quent campaign was not a "walk over", but the
Division was introduced to active werfare in

< gradual stages. In ‘the first three days, they
+ faged an enemy who had no heart for figh{ ng,
< that the initial stage was almost a bloodless

ing, so

success. " Neverthelegs it gave the t'roops exper-
ience 1n faeling a real enemy for the first time,

--. When they went ashore ¢n that historic night of

9/10 Jul they fully expected to fight for a
beachhéad. . Thére wes, as it turned cut, just
enough oppesition tc"énsure that the assault
troops kept continually on the alert; then there
was a definite "mopping up" job to do and plénty
of priscners to be 'taken care of, ‘As they ad-
vanced inland, they had to be ready to neet -
opposition at any roment. It came when they made
their first contact with the Gernmans at GRAMMI-
CHELE, Although only a small rearguard acticn,
it lacked the comitc cpera touch thot marked most
of the earlier clashes with the Italians. The
action scuth of PIAZZA ARMERINA was rmch the -
same, and between them they helped 'tc pave the

way to stiffer fighting ahead.

269, It is interesting to note that the
original Eighth Army plan was to strike on the
right and hold on the left, while, as we have

seen 1t was the reverse that happened., In any
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campaign. plans must  be altered as the tactical
* - “si%hatien changes, and General Montgomery rightly
"¢ saw that to continue the frontal attack on the
~ . Catania’ Plain was not worth the high price it
- -:weuld invclve, A4S a result, the Canadians on
*  the left flank of the Eighth Army were pushed
Hard from 16'Jul to the time they went into
reserve on 6 Aug. _

"270, | * . Thé GROTTACALDA - VALGUARNERA battle
was on ‘g larger seale than the previcus rear
. Buard actions, with six infantry battalions end

-, ‘the Divisicnal Artillery dnvolved, Doubtless

" neny lessons were leprned in this acticn, but
despite ccnsiderable supericrity in numbers,
mcst of -the Canadian battalions "bogged down",
chiefly, it scemed, duec to lack of contrcl,
Considerable casuaities were inflicted on the

. Germans, hiwever, and once again the latter
withdrew, ' At LEONFORTE ‘and ASSORO, holding
excellent natural pos:ticns the enemy nade
a longer stand, Again two ﬁrigades were in-
velved and the fighting was stiff. Both halves
,of the dual battle were definite Canadian vie-
tcries, Once nore considerable superiority in
nmumbers must be admitted, but the Germans had a
Very great advantage in position, As already
1ndicated, the carture of ASSORO was one of the
ncst dramatic ineidents of' the Canadian opera-
tions in Sicily, NISSORIA, on the other hand, was
‘ceértainly the unluckiest, Here three battalions
ettacked and were threwn back Successively before
a breakthrough was eventually achieved by 2 Cdn
Inf Bde which rroceeded to capture AGIRA itself
by dint of heavy'fighting. By the end of the
battle for AGIRA, which wns prcbably the Divi-
slon's '‘biggest action in Sieily, the Germmn units
which had been opposing the Canadien advanee had
been virtually wiped out,

271 The 3 Cdn Inf Bde operations in the
Dittaiho Valley were secondary to the main
Divisional drive on the northern axis but were
an essential part of 78 Div's drive toward
ADERNO, and R, 22e Ry :2and West N,S.R. hed scme
Stiff fighting in this Sectem. After AGIRA esme
REGALBUTO, but it could Scarcely be called a
Canadian victory, for the 23ist Infantry Brigade
had done most of the fighting there and in the
end the Germans had withdrawn from the town be-
fore the final-attack, planned by 1 Cdn Inf Bde
"was put in, The cperation north of the Salsc
was, however, carried out. very effectively,

ful Canadian enterprise on the island, It ccm.

bined mountain Tighting in roadless country,

the use of pack mules, clever improvisations in

the river ercssings and roadbuilding by the

Engineers, and a model infantry-cum-tank action
the open country at the base of the ncuntains,
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272, . Cansdien casnalties in Sicily snounted to

"L',1?3 officers and 2261 other ranks, nakinz a total
" of 2434-211 ranks,., This figure wos about. one-
fifth the total Eiszhth Army casuzlties (which anoun-

ted to 12,843 all ranks) and was not excessive con-
sidering. the amount of fichtin- and the lack of
battle experience of the troops (71). "38 Canadian

“officers and 447 other renks were killed or fatally:

wounded, 125 officers and 1671 other ranks wounded
and 10 officers snd 143 othar ranks were reported
missin§.' (C.M,H.Q. file, 22/Casualties/1/2, A.G,
(Stats), Canadian casurlties, Sicily --Star{ of Ops
to 2 Sep 43, corrected to 24 Fob 453 Eighth Army
figures supplied by A.G, (Stats), Wer Office, 24
Sep '43,). (Ses Appendix "D%,) A separate roport
will deal'briefly with several natters, ospeeially

the "A & Q" story, which it has not been possibls tp"

treat in the present report, Py -
273, In' summing up, it nay be said.that in the

"four wesks since they had landed, the lst Cenadiah

Infantry Division had narched about 120 miles ° . .
through nountainous and difficult country, in.con~
tinuous and extreme heat, and in contact. for most
of the way with a stubborn foe, They had marchéd".
further than any of the British Divisions and, -

-f-""

during their last twe wesks in the line, they would - - 7¢

scem to have borne the brunt of the fiﬂﬁting on the

Eighth Army front, so that their relief on 6 Aug
was well earned, To a ecanpairn involving two Allied
Arnies, Cannda had contributed only an infantry -
division and a tank 'brigads. Nevertheless, this

Division had perforned an important role"_‘thﬁtlgft‘.“f

flank of -the Bighth frmy and it scens cléar. that

no other Division in the Allied fores made a larger - =

contribution to the vietory. That the Canadians

had done well was the hore crediteble in that they
. were Tishting their first canpairn,  In. the next &=
operation they could be no longcer calletl 'untried ~-.°

troops". - t
274.% ..+ "This Report was prepared by Capt, J;ﬁ;;
Conacher, R,C. Sigs. X ; Sk
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APPENDIX "A"

QANADIAN HONUURS AND AWARDS FOR THE SICILIAN CAMPAIGN

| "~ (Based on Official Citations in possession of M.S.(2),

Nov 433 1129, 25 Dec 433 4453,

COMMANDERS OF THE MILITARY DIVISICN OF THE UOST EXCELLENT
"""'"'ﬁﬁEﬁ*ﬁ%gfﬁﬁéﬁﬁ%%fgﬁ'“"iﬁﬁ |

Brig. M,H.S, Penhale.
Cemd' 3 Cdn.Inf Bde ‘. . RS : |
Lrig. R.A. Wyman, D.8.0., E.D. PR
Comd 1 Cdn Army Tk Bde . . -

THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CRDER

0.C. 90 Cdn A. Tk Bty

 OFFICERS OF THE MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MOST.__EXCELLENT
ORDER _OF THE DRITISH EMPIRE

Lt.~Ccl, F.B. Bowman
0.C. 1 Cdn Fd Amb
Ltl-COIQ J.K. Bradford
A.DoOaSo, 1 cdn Inf Div
Lt.-Col, D.G,J. Farquharson
C.R.E.M,E.y 1 Cdn Inf Div

Maj.-Gen, G.G. Simendsy C.B.E. Sicilian campaign
G.0.C.y 1 Cdn Inf Div

Brig., H.D. Graham, E.D. Valguarnera
Comd 1 Cdn Inf Bde

Drig. A.D. Matthews Azira
C.R.,A., 1 Cdn Inf Div _

Drig. C., Vckes Leonforte
Comd 2 Cdn Inf Bde :

Lt.-Col ,E.L. Beoth ; West of Aderno
0.C. 12 Cdn Tks

Lt,.-Col, W.P, Gilbride Piazza Armerina
A.A, & Q.M.G.y 1 Cdn Inf Div

Lto-colo H-M. H&gue Hissoria
0.C. 2 Cdn Fd Regt

Lt.-Col, B.M, Hoffmeister Agira
0.C. Seaferth of C.

Lt.-Ccl. J.C. Jefferscn . Leonforte
C.C. Edmn R,

Lt.-Ccl. G, Kitching West of Aderno
G.5.0, 14 1 Cdn Inf Div

Lt ,-Col, B, A. Sutecliffe Valguarnera
0.C., Hast & P.E.R. - .

Lt,-Ccl, G. Walsh Leonforte
C.R.E.y 1 Cdn Inf Div :

Majcr H.,P. Bell=Irving Agira
Seaforth of C. |

Major W.G, Bury Northwest of Agira
Edmn R.

Major A.S. Donsald Hill 736
Edmn R. .

Major K.J. Southern 4 - gt Leonforte
0.C. 3 Cdn Fd Coy - d

Major G.A. Welsh Leonforte .

C.M,H.Q. and Overseas R.0. 3866, 28 Sep 433 4008, 10
b Apr 44 and 4541, 29 Apr 44.)

18 Jul
28 Jul
21/22 Jul
5 Aug
16-17 Jul
24 Jul
28 Jul
21/22 Jul
5 lug
17 Jul
21/22 Jul
28 Jul
26 Jul
3-5 Aug %
21/22 Jul
21/22 Jul



Lt.=Col. V.S.C. McClenaghan, M.C., E.D.,
-0IC.Cdn Becy G.H.Q., 2 Ech, (North Africa)
Lt.~Col. H.,L. Pease
C.R.A.8,C.y 1 Cdn Inf Div ;
Lt«=Col, D.K., Tow ;
-.. Senlor Officer, Cdn See, G.H.Q., 1 Ech, Att H.Q., 15 Army Gp;
- Major N,L. Elvin
5 Cdn Gen Hosp
Major H.,A., Millen
2IC 1 Cdn Inf Div Sigs
Major RsH, Noble
R.C.0. C., 1 Cdn Inf Div
Major J.H. Rcbinson
'Major F E.D, Wallace
DcA.A-G’., H-Qo’ 1l Cdn Inf Div

MEMBERS OF MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MCST EXCE
.. ORDEZ HE DRITISH EMP

Capt. L.E. Sarantos, R.C.A.S.C,
Capt. J.A.G., de S, Lewis, G.L.
Lt W, V. Cann, R.C,0,C,

Lt, 3.1 Nicoi C.A.C.

THE MILITARY CROSS

Capt, (A/Maj) D.W. McLean, Staff Captain Leonforte ROR .- o7
" H.Q.y 2 Cdn Inf Bde B
Capt, R.é Coleman Leonforte . 21/22 Jul
P.P.CLligls s gl '
Capté g M. Dillon Assoro 23 Jul
H. - .,
Capt, W.K. MacDonald North of ' - 19 Jul
R.C.A.,M,C, (Att Seaforth of C,) ¥:Valouarnera &
Capt. G.L.F. McNeil Catenanucva 30 Jul
West N.S.R. - —
Capt, H.,D,P, Tighe Leonforte 21/22 Jul
Edmn R. '
Capt. D.J. Watson Hill 736 4/5 Aug
3 Cdn Fd Regt .
Capt. N.R. Waugh : Valguarnera . 18 Jul
Hast & P.E.R. ' g
H/Capt. J.L, Wilhelm Agira 29 Jul
P T B s (Attached to 12 Cdn Tks)
H/Capt., R.O, Wilkes > Nissoria 24 Jul
C.C.8. (Attached to R.C.R. )
Lt (n/ngt)RL. Bouchard Grottacalda 18/19 Jul
e R, . : . :
Lt (A/Gapt) G.M.C. Sp Grottacalda 18 Jul
Lt. é ggpt% M.J.A. Trudeau ; Grottacalda - 18/19 Jul
e . . ;
Lt. G,E, Atkinson Catenanuova Fo0 e 30 Tl

4 Cdn Fd Coy _ ; - _ .
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"I Carscn
Cén Recce Regt
.W, Dickson

3 Cén Fa Coy

.A, Dougan
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90 Cén A. Tk Bty
E.W.S., 0O'Toole
4 Cdn Recce Regt
P.F., Potvin

R. 226 R!

0.L. Roberts

12 Cdn Tks

G. Robitaille

R. 22e R.

R.W, Ryckman

12 Cdn Tks

field,"

5 Cdn Gen Hosp

R. 22e R.

rth of C,
48 Highrs

G.21012, Pte, Brisson, M. -

Carlt & York R,

D. 10581 e Pte, Grigas, J.
M. 57061, Pte., Low, J.

Edmn R.
West N.S.R.

. Mardoch

CONDUCT E

(A/CQIS) Drapeau, R.

C. 6078 Sgt, McKnight, W

Hast & P.E.R.

+ M,17017, Cpl. Cheshire, A.G.

‘ Edmn R,

11.37034 Cpl. Haddan,
Seafﬂ

U.1834, Cpl. Kay, W.F.

Pte. Martell, T.K.

,,ijﬁiﬁal.-
(CaBhads 1" gt il

-y I

';Nissoria

Leonforte
Leonforte
Leoﬁforte

Hill 736

Leonforte
Catenanuova
North of
Valguarnera
Leonforte.
Agira
Grottacalda .
Nissoria

M, Santa Meria

Grammichele

Catenanuova °

Valguarnera.

Agira

West ‘of Aderno

South of
Valguarnera

Grottacalda

Pachino Airfield.

H111 736

La Rosamarina

-f_tégigulf

22 Jul
21/22 JuI'
21/22 Jal
5 Aﬁg
=32 Jul

| 1
30 Jul

20 Jul

- 22 Jul

28 Jul

18719 Jul.
' 24 Jul

15 Jul

1l Mar ﬂ4 lists Cept. G.D. Mitchell, R.C.A. W
T Yéceiving the miliﬁary Cross for "gallant and distinﬁuished services in
According to Maj. S.H.S. Hughes, one time Historical -
1 Cdn Inf Div in Italy, this award was for services as a
i Naval F.0.0, at Modica, 11 Jul 43, and was based on a recormendation

“ ‘made by tho Roynl Navy.

“5\/#SSOCIATE OF THE ROYAL RED CROSS, SECOND CLASS
(Dietitian) K.I. McDole

I

28 Jul

5 st

30 Jul

17 Jul
29 Jul .

6 Aug
18 Jul

18 Jul "

10 Jul,

2 Aug
2 Aug
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THE MILITARY MEDAL

D.71213, Sgt. Allen, J.A.
'12 Cdn Tks

Cdn I'd Co
D. 12059, Sgt.C g;rtres, H,P.
4 Cdn Fd Coy

L. 10187, Sgt.Evoy, E.M.
2 €Cdn L.A.A., Regt
L.732101 Sgt Fraser, C.D,

D. 16076, s t ;McFPhee, R.R.
3 Gédn Fd Coy
G. 4030 Sgt. Towe .
0 Gan A, Tk Dty
106004, L/Sgt Deauregard, R.
22¢ R,
2, 37éo, Cpl. (L/Sgt) Hawke, F.R.

M. 15655, Cpl. Ellenwood, R.W.
Edmn R,

K.53836, Cpl, Meade, D.
Seafdrth of O3

H. 16422é Cpl, Middleton, R.C.

L,I.

G. 19036, Cpl, Felletier, T.J.
Carlt & York R.

L.2197, Cpl, Taje, M.J.
Sask L.I. (2 Cdn Inf Dde Sp Gp)

K.52631, Cpl. Terry, F.W.
Seaforth of C,

K. 62299, A/gpl Dutterich, S.C.

C.L.I,

K. 98595, A/Cpl McParlon, G.L.
Seaforth of C,

E.5579; 4&/Cpl, Montminy, J.D,
R+ 222 R,

A.3994, A/Cpl, Mowers, F.C.
R.C. R. _

G. 4164 L/Ddr Dennett, R.A.

0 Can A, Tk Dty

A.4049,I/Cp1. (4/Cpl.) Meister, L,F.

R.C.R.
G. 7280 L/Ddr, Mitton, A.A.
Cdn Fd Regt
E. 4828 L/Cpl. Patenaude, G.E,
' 32¢ R, .
K. 52299, L/Cpl, Story, R.R. -
Seaforth of C.
A 3112’ Pte- BancrOft’ J.Al
.C.R,
A, 3286, Pte, Dlackman, D.H.
R.C.R.
C.5569, Pte Drant, H.E.
Hast & P.E.R.
M.16567, Pte Davies, W,
Edmn R.
c. 3010 Sgmn Dehler, J,H.M.
&n Div Sigs

Hissoria
North of
North of Piazza

Grcttacalda =

Leonforte-Agira
Léagkcrte
Leonforte
Grottacalda
Nissoria
Leonforte
Agira
Leonforte
Southwest of
Valguarnera
Hill ?36 '
Agira
Agira
West of Aderno
M.'Santa Maria
Nissoria
Leonforte
Nissoria
Nisscria
Grottaczalda
North of

‘Yelguarnera
Regalbuto

Grammichele
Hill 736
Libertinia

‘3/4 Aug

24 Jul

20 Jul

14-21 |
Jul

18 Jul

23 Jul

21/22 Jul

23 Jul

18/19

Jul
24 Jul

21 Jul

28 Jul

22 Jul
18 Jul

4 Aug

27 Jul
28 Jul
5 Aug.
27 Jul
25 Jul
23 Jul
24 Jul
25 Jul

15 Jul %

22 Jul
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THE MILITARY MEDAL (Cont'd)

K.53254, Pte (A/Cpl) Donchue, R.J.F.

Seaforth of C.
D.69794, Pte, Fortman, F.J.T,
Sask L.I. (2 Cdn Inf Dde Sp Gp)
K.65324, Pte, Gallagher, G.R.
4 Cdn Fd Anb. -
3.4502, Pte. Gard.n.er, J W.
R.C.R,
" Hast & F.B.R. 045
G.19397, Pte. HathaWay, E.W,
¢arlt & York R.
C. 2027 Spr.Johnston, IiAL
An Fd Coy
Fo 397503 Pte, King, J.W.
West N.S.R.

A.3396, Pte, Kowalchuk, N, ¢

R.C.R.

G.17056, Pte, Leblanc, L.
Carl% & York R.

K.52518, Pte. McDride, J.G.
Seaforth of C.

M.15538, Pte, Melton, S.L."
Edmn R.

D.16185, Spr, (L/Cpl) O'Rcilly, By
4 Cdn Fd Coy

K.53544, Pte,Rae, M.
Seaforth of C,

H. 17188é Pte. Reilly, W.

F.40727, Pte. Spinney, G.F.
West N,S.R.

M. 16620, Pte,Tuppen, L.J.
Edmn R

K. 76078, Pte. Webster, F.
Seaforth of C.

THE DRITISH EMPIRE MEDAL (MILITARY DIVISION)

A.994g Sgt. 8.C.Wright, R.C.A.S.C.
P.3518, Sgt., H.L. Hatch, C. Fro C.

The following were "Mentioned in recognition of gallant and
services in Sicily" (Overseas R.O. 4453):

West of Aderno 5 Aug
Nissoria 26 Jul
Nissoria : 24/25
Jul -
North of Pachino 10 Jul
" Airfild : ’
Grammichele -.15.Jul &
North of . .. 30‘JﬁI
ot GatdhanuOVa TR il
Leonforfe , -~y s 22;0ulit
Libertina 22 Jul
Nissoria - 25.Jal
CatenahuDVa 2 Aug -
Nor hof -, “119 Jul-
2} alzugPnera 2 .
M, Bevisotto 5 Aug
Catenanuova 29/ 30
Jul
Agira 28 Jul
Leonforte 22.Jul
M. Crisina ‘2 Aug
Leonforte 21 Jpl
Agira 28 Jul
distinguished

CANADIAN ARMCURED CORPS

Capt. D.M. Irwin
D.36001, SSM N. Christofferscn
C 70?27 SQMS R. W. Forster
.4563 QMS L.H. Toder
b.6109% Sgt. G.L. Dastien
c. 58282 Cpl. E. Nocnan
61184, Tpr. A.E. Street
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ROYAL CANADIAN ARTILLERY

Capt. G.E. Baxter
Cept, D.H,M. Tedman ail Tl o
H.5139, Ddr, W.J. Pinniger

THE QO__§ OF ROYAL CANADIAN ggﬁxgggg

E——

Capt, J., Winn AL

% ‘... . THE ROYAL CANADIAN CORFS OF SIGNALS

Ca;t. V.E. Aksin
C.3067, Sgt. M,L, Weber .-
_P.4025@. Sgt, W.E. Wheeler

' CANADIAN INFANTRY CORPS

Lt.-Cocl, R.M, Crowe (since killed in action)
'Lt.wco;, E.,J.,8, Dudley -

lajor (A/Lt.=Col,) R,S. Malone
Major (A/Lt.=Ccl,) G. 'F.C. Pangman
Major J,H W.T, Pope
Capt- (A/Hajor) P.R; Dinghan
Capt M.H.D. Cockin ¢
.Capt F.K, Reesor T
M, 15585, RQMS C.As MaeDonald

ROYAT, CANADIAN ARMY SERVICE CORPS

Capt H.C.P, Green, M,D.E.
Cagt R. E. Maze
7946, CSM (A/RSM) C.C,D, Cheshire
D, 91551 "8/Sgt. J. High
M. 63030, Sgt. R.F, Torpy
Fte, A.W. Drunger
H.28191, Pte. E., McKay

ROYAL CAN. ARMY MEDICAL CORPS

Colonel C.H. Playfair, 0,3.E.
Major W.A. Oille

Capt W.H; Clare

Cart (QM) R.D. Schoales
H.2975, Sgt. J.A: Dartlett
0.926 % Pte., G.R. Blackadder
H. 35767 FPte, J.N. Lenton-

M, 42127 Pte, W, Prime

F. 21310, Pte, F.E. Quigley

HOYAL CANADIAN ORD CCRFS

Major-S J. Deery

Capt (A/Major) T,.J, Green

Cept J.C. Martin

Lt., E.F. Merkel _

P. 35129 Condr D.M, Dorward

F. 35201, Armt SM E.W, Cole
D.94412, CSM E. Henson - ;

C.15570, Sub=Condr J.T. Tighe

-’-’-94'347, Cpl. H.J. Welsh

sl
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CANADIAN ARMY DENTAL CORPS
Lt.-Col. G.L. Frawley ,

- CORPS OF MILITARY STAFF CLERKS

Capt (A/Major) V.W. Mills
H.16371, QMS M, Thomson
H.16547, CSM H.H. Ragan.

CANADIAN ERCVOST CORPS:

Major N, Cooper
C.42044, Cpl. M.R., Stewart

NCTE 1 There are several mistakes in date and place in the
: official citations which have been corrected in the
above 1list, These have becen marked with an asterisk.

NCTE 2 It is interesting to ncte that 13 of the 47 M.Ms,
gire for actions involving aid to the wounded under
TE.,
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~ APPENDIX_'"Dn
 SOURCES OF ANFGRIATION

g s As qlready 1ﬁdlchted, the sources for this
narrative are uneven, The two main groups are unit and for-
mation war diaries on the one hand, and the personal accounts
of various officers interviewed by the Divisional Historical
Offiecer; on the other, Intelligence summaries ard intelligence
(Ops) lozs, written operrtion orders and instruections and
other miscellaneous decuments Eat hered by the Di?isional His-
torical foicpr were alao available.

24 ' The War Diarias va ry greﬁtly in value. Most
of the bq&talion diaries are good and tell the dny-to-day story
of the unit in reasonable detall., In the account of ‘any per-
ticular action in which the ¥hole unit 1s engared, they are

often likely to become uneven, depending upon how much of the

action the wrlter saw and how much he was able to find out
afterwards. BSeveral of thc better diaries,; e.g. those of
R.C.R, and P,P.C.L.I., have company accounts to- supplement
the regimental one ané since these are generally written by
the company commanders, added together they are bound to con-
tain most of the essen£131 facts, not to mention many unessen-
tial ones, _

%ﬂ The formation diaries are much poorer, The
ar Diary of G.S.y H,Q., 1 Cdn Inf Div has very little in-
formation regarding the operational story or the G.0.C's. in-
tentions, It is, rather, a chatty account c¢f what went on
at headquarters and little more, The August vclume, hcwgver,
contains very complete appendices including ncst of the .
orders and instructions, ete,, issued by the Nivision' during
that month. July, on the other hand, is blank, for the .. -
original diary was lost in trensit and there are no appan-
dices avallable, Fortunately, the Histcriecsl Officer had
sent back coples of various orders and instruections that
would normally have been appendéd to theldiary. These are

}now in the files of ‘Hist Sec, C.M,H.Q.

4, The Diaries of H.Qs., 1 and 3 Cén Inf

Ddes are not much better, but that of HeQ., 2 %an 1nf Dde has
a fair narrative and numerous appendices. W Dyy-H.Q., 3 Cén

Inf Bde has some useful appendices and a good set of marked !
maps, showing brigade positions for the whole campaign. The

,artiilery diaries arc fair but often inconclusive, . In: sEV-

~eral cases, the diary of H.Q, 2 R.C.A,, 1 Cdn Inf Div, wWas
- e}

fcund to bé the best source information regarding the

' divisional plen. This disry is sound in the matter o6f- i

tailing plans and intentions, but pays less dattention to what
actually happened. " W,D., H.Q.y R.C.E., 1 Cdn Inf Div, is very
poor and even with the help of ! ohe #1c1a” company aiaries, which
are somewhat better, it is often difficult to find out what
the Engincers were actually doing on certain occasions.
Their work was always good, but they scemed inelined to hide
their light under a bushel. The Signals Diary is adeguate,
but being of a more technical nature it is not so necessery to,
the operational story. w. D.y 12 Cdn Tks, is most datailed

N/
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in deseribing the warious actions but the account is often
poorly tied together.

D The Diary of A,A. & Q.M.G., Rear Head-
quarters, 1 Cdn Inf Div, 1s a much better one than the

G.S. Diary while that of the Commander, R.C.A.S5.C. is one of
the best in the division. ; -

"6 10 ’ 5 The aCceunts collected by the Histbrical

3 Officer ferm a very useful suppiement to diaries, ‘In many
B - ces their story is the same but ong.will 'add| c¢tbain de-
=" - biins t’ ‘ot found in the other, Moreover where on pecount is

‘ by ‘a batta¥ion commander it is likely to be a good deal

broader in scope than the story in the diary. Indeed the
diaries are remarkably narrow in their cutlook, e.g. in the
.ﬂ ¥ case of infantry battalions rarely mentioning the work of

C s E tanks supporting amn action, or what might be taking place on
ks the battalion's flanks, : )

e : e " There are “accounts! from ‘a1l Hattalions

' ' except Carlt & York R., but none at all from the ‘Artillery
nor are theré any‘ adequate accounts from "G" Branch, Divisional
Headquarters, Nhturally, what one Histcrical Officer could
do was limited,

- yy———

85 “ 7 As may be scen from the references, the
intelligence summaries of various formations have been most

. useful in describing the enemy's position. The divisional

! intelligence log is a very bulky volume containing many

I " hundreds of messages, most'of which simply confirm what is

r y told in the various diaries end often provide map references.

. Other miscellanecus documents collected by the Divisional

! ' * *Historical Officer are alsc contained in the Historical

- el Section's files, Casuzalty .figures were supplied by A.G.

(stats), and citations for honours and awards by M.S5.(2),

C.M.H, Q. The latter are in some details of; place and date

inaccurate.

% Finally, reference shculd be made to

British Army sources, A short account prepared at H.Q

Al1120. Armivs in Tialy by Do vCol, R. Kitto 6f the Beifish

Historical Secetion and: entitled "The Conguest of Sicily:

Account of Operations - 15th Army Group" proved most useful

igr filling in much of the background of the general opera=-
ons. . : o =

-10. British Army War Diaries were also con=
“ sulted, The Canadian War Diaries Section 1s in possession
‘of hotostatio copies of W.Ds,, G.S., Main H.Q., 30 Corps,

' July 1943 231 Inf Bde and the battalions of this
Brigadey uly 43453 . 142 Fd Regt (S.P.) and 70 Med Regt,
R.A, July 1943, Other Dritish Diaries were scen at the
Public Records Office and at the office of Historical Section,
War Cabinet. Major F. Jcnes, -who is. engaged in-writing the
- British narretive of the Sicilian Campaign, has been most
helpful in supplying information concerning the general story,
and indeed the Historical Section, War Cabinet Secretariat,
has-been mest generous at every point.

, : 1x, ' Other sources of information are as indi-

‘ cated in the references.. On the whole it may be said that
there has been dbundant information available tc tell a fairly
comprehensive stor{ It will be noted that references have

been gathered together at the end of each paragraph,
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APFENDIX "C“

. C.B.C. INTERVI TH GENERAL SIHO

STURSBERG  This is Peter Stursberg reporting from the Sicilian front.
" The Canadian Commander - General Simonds - has kindly
- "agreed to the first radio interview since the ¢ Biign

beg@n., We have set up our portable equipment at
headquart$¥§ and the General and I are sitting iunder
‘some olive trees., From where we sre = I can See the
dark mass of Mount Etna which is smoking now as I can
see a little wisp like & white cloud clinging to its'
peak. It was the Canadian push through the virtual
roadless country just in front of us which cracked
‘German defences before the volecano and forced the enenmy
to withdraw from his so-called bridgehead line. That
is true - is it .not - General Simonds?

SIMONDS No, it is a great exaggeration to say that, The victory
in front of Etna was an Eighth Army victory., The First
Canadian Division contributed to it in that it effective-
ly carried out its allotted task, Our role was probably
more spectacular than that of some of the other Divisions,
and I believe that cur drive into the hills brought us to
the enemy position from a direction that he did not ex~-
pect = but 2ll this would have been ineffective except
as part of a concerted effort by a number of divisions -
and to exaggerate our share is to detract from the ef-
forts of other formations, some of which had heavier
fighting than we have had.

STURSBERG But you would call it the greatest achievement of the
- Canadians in the campaign so far - wouldn't you, sir?

SIMONDS In its results, yes, though fighting was not as heavy as
it has been in some of our previous engagements, It is 2
good example of facing up to the difficulties of the coun-
try and so striking at the enemy where he is weak, The
enemy cannot be strong everywhere and he naturally puts
his greéatest strength to cover the best approaches to
his position. Our success in this case was due more to
overcoming the difficulties of movement across rugged
country than to heavy fighting.

STURSBERG ... Genéral Simonds - -I understand that the western bamtal—
ions in the First Division played a great part in the
manoeuvre outflanking ADRANO?

SIMONDS - That is true = though it is difficult to fairly apportion
praise to individual units, The Edmontons and the Sea-
forths -do deserve special mention for the fighting in
the hill tops., It was a resl junior leaders battle with
grim fighting between company and company and platoon and
platoon. The Roy2l Vingt Deuxieme Regiment also deserves
special mention for it was their active patrolling and
initiative that gained us-the first crossing of the
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Simeto River and they were our first battalion to es=-

tablish a bridgehead on the east bank, It is very

hard to single out individusl units when all have

played their part. For instan¢e - the Hastings and

Prince Edward Regiment was outstanding at Valguarnera

and Assoro and the Hampshires and Devons, of a British

brigade, fought most gallantly pnd-etfeciiyely.at Regal=-
ihoqgh from a general description of the country

= 1t ‘may appear mountainous, you can see for yourself -

e from here = that the ground between the Troina and
‘o .. the Simeto Rivers forms. an undulating plain rising to-

- wards. the peaks of Mount Revisotto and Mount Segio to

ks 5tﬂhhﬂwt 2 el ] _”E;&ﬁq.( Tl

This plain afforded the first bit of ground on which it
was possible to enploy tanks with maximum effect - and
it was due very largely to the operations of the Twelfth
Canadian Tank Regiment that we were sblé - so quickly -
to gain the west bank of the Simeto after crossing the
Trolna. In turn - it was the fine work of the sappers
in buillding the crossings and tracks from the Salso to-
the Troina that enabled the tanks to get forward - and

" these .crossings were constructed in spite of the fact
that at times the men were under heavy artillery fire,
Again - the sappers could not have started the crossings
until the infantry, supported by guns, had gained a
bridgehead and the operation as a whoie could not have
been undertaken unless the services of supply from be=-
hind had provided the means. What I want to emphasize
-is that all these operations have been successful be-
.cause each ern and service has gone full out to do its
share - and though the spectacular actions sometimes
fall to individual units, and the infantry bear the
brunt of the fighting, the ultimate success has resulted
because of the contributions made by 2ll.

It is true that =ccurate and concentrated artillery fire
has had a devastating effect on the eneny?

- Yes. The gunners have worked almost unceasingly and I

- would be unfair if I did not rnention the work of the
staffs at division and the other formation headquarters.
Instructions have been conveyed by personal contact
between commanders by the use of Liaison Officers and
coded wireless messages. The uninitiated may think
that the lack of written orders means that the staffs
are having a holiday. The exact contrary is the case
and it reguires a far higher standard of alertness to
ensure that there are no slips when situations are
changing so quickly that there is no time to record or-
ders and instructions on paper. Throughout this period
- there has been no serious slip - and it is greatly
to the credit of the staffs at this and other formation
headquarters, Like the adninistrative services =
theirs is not spectacular work, but it is vital work

ggd failure can ruin the most earefully planned opera-
on, ‘

What -do yoﬁ consider the.other inportant ehgagements
which the Canadians have fought in Sicily, sir?
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Aside from the outflanking of Adranoj

Valguarnera
Leonforte and Assoro which was really one
battle Tobtn
Agira v
Cantannuova (sic)
and Regalbuto - which was captured by a British
Brigade temporarily under my command. The heaviest -
fighting was between Valguarnera and Regalbuto., Every
unit in the division has distinguished itself in one
or other of these engagements - and I hope that in the
iuturé we shall see these names amorg our battle
onors, ‘

How have the Canadizns compared with the Veteran troops
in the Eighth Arny, General Simonds?

I cannot be the judge of that. The Corps Commander
under whom we have served - and General Montgomery =
have been most conmplimentary of our efforts - and I
believe them to be sincere,

From what I heve heard - the boys are mighty proud to be
part of the Eighth Army, sir?

Yes. The Eighth Army has a great fighting reputation.
The First Canadian Division jolned it as new boys be=-
side seasoned formations that had fought with it since

‘Bl Alamein., As a result of our efforts we have been

accepted both by its commander and by the formations
in it as fully fledged members, and I can say - without
fear of contradiction - that every officer and soldier
in the First Canadian Division is very proud of that
fact. General Montgomery has generously given credit
to the Division in his communigues and the troops

are grateful that their efforts, as Canadlans, have
been given recognition., The faet that we take a pride
in belonging to the Eighth Army in no way detracts
from our pride in being Canadian soldiers of the Cana=-
dian Army, :

Thank you, sir. You have just heard an interview with
the Canadian Commander = General Simonds - at his head-
quarters in the foothills of “Mount Etna, This is Peter
Stursberg reporting from the Sicilian front,
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APFENDIX "D"
. CASUALTY FIGURES

Casualty figures vary.somewhat according to
the manner in which they are prepared., Those given in the -
text are the most up-to-date and seem to be the most official.
Figures are also available prepared by C.M.H.Q. Records.
These provide the basis of the figures available fronm A.G.
(stats), C,M,H.Q. but they are not kept up-to-date in the
same wey. Figures supplied by A.F.H.Q. on 10 Sep for re-
lease to the publie totalled 176 officers and 2117 other
ranks, while figures produced in Ottawa were 171 officers
and 2516 other ranks, There was considerable corresponderce
between N.D.H.Q., C.M.H.Q., the War Office and A.F.H.Q.
concerning the releasc df=%hese figures, and, when that was
decided upon, in determining which set of figures should be
released. (First Canadian Army file P.,A., 1-14-1, Cables
dated 23 Jul, 17 Aug, 10, 12, 13 Sep, etec.) Attached in
this appendix is the A.G.(Stats) Casualty table for Sicily,
prepared by arns and by totals, It is dated 11 Apr 44 and
as a result the totals are slightly“'different from those
quoted in the text gnd alsoc noted on the following psge. The
latter included corrections made after that date. A table
by Units 1s also included, based on the Records return of
30 Augzst 1943, A.G. (Stats) do not supply these figures
by units.
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APPENDIX "D" 4 : .
CUMULATIVE CASUALTIES FOR CANADIAN FORCE IN SICILY JULY-AUGUST 1943
(Taken from A.G, (Stats) file 22/Casualties/1, 11 Apr 44) _ .
PART I FATAL WOUNDED MISSING AND P.O.W. TOTAL PART II :
BY ARMS - DY TOTALS
OffI"S OOR' Offrs O.Ro Offl"s O.H. OffI‘S OUR.
worsrs O.R.
GyAJC 1 27 10 93 - 3 11 323 KILLED : 26 317
R.C.A. 3 28 10 165 1 16 14 209 DIED OF WOUNDS 9 96
R.C.E. 2 12 4 63 - 8 6 83 DIED WHILE POW - - -
R.C.8IG8 = 10 ¥ 18 - 12 1 40 PRESUMED KILLED . =
R.C.4.8.C, = 1 - 21 1 - ek ag ORDINARY DEATHS i o 20 F
R.C.AM.C. 1 7 & 38 - 5 2 50 TCTAL FATAL CASUALTIES 35 433 M
R.CO0.0., = 1 21 - 1 2
5 7 WOUNDED 114 1631
R.C:A,P.Cs = - 1 - - - 1 . MISSING : 10 153 |
P.0.W, - i
FarRQCat = " s 10 - -~ = -3 TOTAL NON FATAL CASUALTIES 124 1784
C.D.C. = . . 1 = . 1 1 TOTAL ALL CASUALTIES 159 2217
(5 85 e, o 28 341 85 1196 § 1 m==of 121 1633 _——
FIN HQs & NOTE: Canadian Casualties in Siecily 10 Jul -
UISC ) > 1 5 2 15 1 19 ﬁesgpa:3%o§io$g?usted by A.G.(Stats) 24 Feb 45,

% %g I_%EQ wouggmn mssmcﬂ
Offrs ORs

. 1?3 2261 38 447 125 1671 10 143

TOTAL 35 433 114 1631 10 153 159 2217

& Including neoturesl desths and died of wounds
X Ineluding P,0.W,
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., APPENDIX "D" (Cont'd)
‘CASUALTIES BY UNITS

(Based on figures'suppliéﬁ by d;ﬁ.ﬁ.q. Records, Appendix to-
AW List Nos. 321, 322, 323 and 324, dated 0600 hrs, 30 Aug.)

N\

UNIT . ¥ GRAND TOTAL -  FATAL CASUALTIES
i ¢ 0ffrs 0.R. Offrs jo.a.i

H.Qu, FIRST CDN ARMY 3 1 :
H.Q';.,i 1s1: CDN INF ;pnr 19 {0 F R
10 CbN TK REGT 1
11 ODN TK REGT 12 B 1
12 CON TK REGT 78 1 20
14 CBN TK REGT 2 5
1'CDN TK DEL SQN
4 CDN RECCE REGT 3 18 2 |
1 CiB.RaDs (€i2:C.)
H.Q.y R.C.A., 1 CDN DIV 3 6 : :
1 CDN A. TK REGT 3 60 1 A
1 CDN FD REGT 3 16 3 | '
2.CDN FD REGT 4 44 2 10 - |
3 CDN FD'REGT 3 31 gy
2 CDN L.A.A. REGT 1 47 1] e &
4 C.B.R.D. (R.C.A.) 1 3 ot
H.Q., R.C,E., 1 CDN-DIV | 1
1 CDN FD' COY 1 21 1 5 :
2' CDN FD COY 16 gk 8
4 CDN FD COY 5 32 1 i '
2 CDN FD PK COY g ; :
4 C.B.R.D. (R.C.E.) 1 b
SIGS 1 CDN DIV 1 46
H.Q.,; 2 CDN INF BDE 2 2
H.Q., 3 CDN INF BDE €



R.C.R.

48 HIGHRS
HAST & P.E.R.

P,P,C.

L.I!

SEAFCRTH OF C,
EDMN R.
R. 22e R.

CARLT

& YORK R.

WEST N.S.R.

1 CDN
1 CDN
2 CDN
3 CDN
1 CDN
H.Q.
1 CDN
2 CDN
3 CDN
1 CDN
1 CDN
4 C.B.
5 CDN
2 CDN
4 CDN
5 CDN

DIV SP BN (S8.L.I.)
INF DDE SP GP (S.L.I.)
INF BDE SP GP (S.L.I.)
INF BDE SP GP (S.L.I.)
INF BDE DEF & ENP PL
R.C.A.8.C.y 1 CDN DIV
INF BDE COY

INF BDE COY

INF LDE COY

ARMY TK BDE COY

INF DIV TPS COY

RePs (R.C.A.5:C.)

GEN HOSP

LT FD AMB

FD AMB

FD AMB

9 CDN FD AMB
1l CDN F.D.S.

GRAND TOTAL
offrs 0.R.
2 2139
13 153
12 236
8 131
25 247
18 216
10 164
% 130
6 128
3 a
7

3 9
3

4

2

1 5
7

2

3

2

1

1 1
1

6

15
23
1

Offrs

FATAL CASUALTIES

0.R.

n

H o W NsE 0D W,

29

34

3%~

27

55 %

49

34
31

3

POy A O N L

- E——
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o e GRAND TOTAL  FATAL CASUALTIES |
“ Of£rs 0.R. offrs  0.R

2 CDN F.D.S. - 1
h 1 CDN CONV DEP

1
1 CDN DENTAL COY 1
"H.Q. R.E.ﬁ.m.,l CDN DIV ;|
1 HY REC SEC, R.C.0.C. 2
: 1 CDN ARMY TK DDE SUD PK 1
1 CDN DIV SUB PK 4
13 CDN L.A.D. 1
14 CDN L.A.D. : 1
1
3
2
1
2
6

2

61 CDN L.A.D. 1

| 1 CDN INF DDE WKEP

2 CDN INF BDE WKSP

1 CDN INF TPS WKSP

2 L.A.A. REGT WKSP

1 CDN ARMY TK TPS WKSP

1 CDN PRO COY 10
1 CDN FD CASH OFFICE 1

AUX SERVICE (CDN LEGION) 1
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EIGHTH ARMY ORDER OF DATTLE - 26 JUL 43
(W.D., Moin H.Q., Bighth Arny, Jul 43, Appx "L")

T__*_m 13 cdrps -—5 Inf Div
¢ 50 (N) Inf Div
" --8.8, Dde (for Army 27 Jul)

|
I 4 Armd Bde
! =6 B.G.R, 4,
e ;
r——~—--3o Corps . F__.51 (H) Inf Div
IS8 4 s U 8 o Tnf Div
5 -ﬁ 78 Inf Div
' i 23:Arnd Bde
| L5 A.G.R.A,
EIGHTH ARY | [ -
= - -1 Cdn Tk Bde (for 13 Corps shortly)
"[“-* 1 Airborne Div (for 15 Army Gp)
- 2 A.8., Bde
i 62 A,A, Bde
F 73 A.A. Bde
7 M.N.B,.D.O, II :
f—-‘ H.Q. 20 Base and L of C 6 Sub Area Syracyse
103 Sub Area Pachino -
! 151 Sub Area Augusta
. H.Q. 86 Area (Lentini & Scordisa)
— Army Tps
NOTE 1. 231 Inf DBde 1is omitted from this outline order of battle,
perhaps because at this time it was under command
of 1 Cdn Inf Div,
NOTE 2, M:N.B.D.0.:Mobile Navsl Dase Defense Organization,
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APPENDIX WpW =
1 CDN DIV ORDER OF BATTEE NO, 1
© 295 Jul 43
(Copy on Hist'See file Sitily/1 Cfn Tnf Div/C/N)
k =L . : '-' 1
HQ 1 Cén Div
1 Cdn Div Def and Emp P1
Div Troops g
C.A.C, ® 12 Cdn Tks, Sig Sec & 60 LAD Tyve "CM
One Sgn 4 Cdn Recce Regt, Sig Tp & Det 68
¢ LAD Type "An
R.C.A. HQ RCA 1 Cin Div

=
1

Iz
[

1 Cin Fd Regt (less'one Bty), Siz Sec &
- 7- LD Type "BY
2 Ccn Fd Regt, Siz Sec & 8 LAD Type "B
3 Cdn Fd Regt, Sig Sec & 9 LAD Type "BY
% 142 Fd Régt ($P) RA, Sip Sec & LAD
- % 7 Med Regt RA, Sig Sec & LAD
1 Cdn A Tk Regt (27, 51, 5‘?, 90 Btys).
Sig Sec & 13 LAD Type "Ah,
& 457 It Bty (3.7 Hows) RA
2 Cdn Lt AA Regt (2, 5, 54 Btys), Sig Sec
& Wksp
& Det 5 AGRA CBO

+ HQ RCE 1 Cdn Div
1 Cdn Fd Coy
3 Cén Fd Coy :
4 Cdn Fd Coy :
2 Cén Fd Pk Coy & 15 LAD Type "B"

1 Cdn Diy Sigs (less Bde & Arty Sics Sees)
& 14 LAD Type UBY '
& Two Tentacles 2 A Air SC

HQ 1 Cdn Div Sp Bn __

HQ RCASC 1 Cdn Div

1 Cén Div Tps Coy RCASC
1 Cdn~Inf Bde Coy RCASC
2 Cién Inf Bde Coy RCASC
3 Cén Inf Bde Coy RCASC

& One P1 83 Cén Army Tk Bde Coy RCASC

dn Fd Hyz Sec

dn Fd Surgical Unit

dn Fd Surgical Unit -

Cdn Fd Transfusion Unit B

1 Cdn Fd Security Sec

& Det Sec. 1 Con Tk Bae Sub Pk
Div Sec 1 Can Div Sub Pk

“
X
i
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REME HQ REME 1 Cdn Div
& Det 1 Cdn Army Tk Bde Wksp
1l Cdn Inf Bde Wksp
Provost 1l Cdn Div Prc Coy .
 Postal : % 1 Cdn Div Postal Unit
Misc ' % 1 Can Fd Cash Office

& Det Cdn Graves Registration Unit
& Det Civil Affnirs

& Det Cdn Public Relaticns

X 4 Dn Cdn Special Dase Depot

; 2 Cdn Inf Bde Wksp
1 cdn Inf Dde |
HQ 1 Cdn Inf Dde, Sig Sec & 1 LAD Type MAY
l 1l Cdn Inf Dde Sp Gp %1ess 20 mm .AA Coy)
R.C.R. ;
| : =t Hast & P.E.R. )
] ' } 48 Highrs

2 Cdn Inf Dde

L . HQ 2 Cdn Inf Bde, Sig Sec &'2 LAD Type "AM
| 2 Cdn Inf Dde Sp Gp %less 20mm AA Coy)

l, o PCPIC.L.I. .

ﬂ .. Seaforth of C.
U | Edmn R,

l 3 Cdn Inf Bde

HQ 3 Cdn Inf Dde, Sig Sec & 3 LAD Type nAn
3 Cdn Inf Bde Sp Gp (less 20mm AA Coy)

| 2 R- 22e B.

l . Carlt & York R,

| _ . : West N-S-Ro

& Attached troops under command; no distinetion is made on the
original decument.
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APPENDIX "G¥
SENIOR COMMANDERS AND STAFF OFFICERS

1 CDN INF DIV - SICILY
JULY - LUGUST 1943

qu.C! Haj.-Gena G’-G‘ Sil!lOD.dS

G.S.0,1 Lt,-Col. G. Kitching

CnR.E. Lt.-cola G. W&lSh ne k

0.,C, Div Sigs . Lt.-Col, J. H. Ea2nen =4

I"L.A. Q.M.G. % ' Lt.-COl. WbP. Gilbride

C-B.Aosa . Lt.-COl. H.L. Peﬂse

A.D.¥.S, A/Col, C.H, Playfair

4A.D,0,8. Lt.-Col, D.G.J. Farquharson

CIR.E.M'E. Lt.-COl. J.K. Dr&dford
Artillery, 1 Cdn Inf Div

O Rl " Drig. A.D. Matthews

1 Cdn Fd Regt

2 Cdn Fd Regt

3 Cdn Fd Regt

1l Cdn A.Tk Regt

2 Cdn Lt A.A. Regt

1 Cdn Inf Bde

Commander
Drigade Major

R.C.R,

Fu .
Hast & P.E.R.

48 Highrs
2 Cdn Inf DBde

Commander
Erigade Major

P,P.C.L.I,

Seaforth of C.
Edmn R,

3 Cdn Inf Bde

Commander
Drigade Major
R, 22e R.

Carlt & York R,

West N.S.R.

Lt.=-Col, J.N. Lane
Lt.-Col, H.M, Hague
A/Ltc"COlt JISI ROSS

- Lty=Col, G,0, Hutchison
Lt,=Col, K.,IU. Lockett

Brig. H.D. Grahan
Major R.G, Kingstone until 30 Jul
Mzjor G.E.D. Renison from 30 Jul
Lt.-Col, R.M. Crowe until 24 Jul
A/Lt.-Col., T.M. Powers until 13 Aug
A/Lt.~Col, D.C, Srry from 13 Aug
Lt.-Col, ©.,A. Sutcliffe unﬁil.20
J
A/Lt,=Col, Lord Tweedsmuir until
25 Jul
A/Lt.-Col, A.A. Kennedy from 25
Jul
A/Lt,=-Col, 1I.S. Johnston

Drig. C, Vokes Sy

Maj, R.8. Mslone until 18 Jul
Maj. P.R. Bingham frorm 18 Jul
Lt.=Ccl. R.A. Lindsay until 9 Aug
4/Lt.-Col, C.B, Ware from 10 Aug
Lt .-001 . B ch HOffmeiBtel‘
Lt.-Col. J.C. Jefferson

Drig. M.H.S. Penhale

Maj. G,F.C. P

Ltc"'COJ-o J.P.,E. B.&?na'tchez
Lt,~Col, F.D, Tweedie until 13 Aug
A/Lt,~Col. J.E.C., Pangnan from 13

Aug
Lt.-Col. M.P. Dogert
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Units under Command 1 Cdn Inf Div

142 Fd Hegt (8.P.) R.A. Lt.-Col. P. Crosthwaite
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